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1                  P R O C E E D I N G S
2
3             (Fairbanks, Alaska - 11/9/2017)
4
5                 (On record)
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm going to
8 start.  I want to remind everyone, please sign in on
9 the sign in sheets in the back.  And if you're calling

10 on teleconference, please introduce yourself and please
11 know that you got to push start six to mute your phone
12 because we hear all the line noise if there's anything
13 going on.  And everybody, please, silence your cell
14 phones in the room.  I remember a Chair from Southeast
15 would charge $5 a head if we heard that buzzer go.  So
16 if I hear it from many we might have to do that, too.
17
18                 And then we must refrain from using
19 words that are offense to the public.  And I'll just
20 remind everyone of that.
21
22                 Okay. 
23
24                 First of all, I would like to see if
25 anyone's on line and tell us who you are, please.
26
27                 MR. BUTLER:  We've got Lem Butler on
28 the phone, assistant director for Fish and Game.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Good morning,
31 Lem.
32
33                 MR. BUTLER:  Good morning.
34
35                 MR. BURCH: Mark Burch from the
36 Department of Fish and Game in Palmer.
37
38                 MS. DAMBURG:  Carl Damburg, US Fish and
39 Wildlife Service, Anchorage Regional Office (phone
40 distortion).
41
42                 MR. MCKENNA:  Good morning, everyone,
43 Brian McKenna, Tanana Chiefs Conference.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else
46 on line.
47
48                 CHAROLETTE:  Good morning. Charolette
49 (Indiscernible - phone cutting out) Native Association.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Good morning.
2
3                 Anyone else on line.
4
5                 (No comments)
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
8 Then.....
9

10                 MR. REAM:  Good morning.  This is
11 Joshua Ream, anthropologist with the Office of
12 Subsistence Management.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you.
15
16                 Anyone else.
17
18
19                 (No comments)
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I
22 talked to Andrew Firmin and he's on his way over here
23 he tells me.  So Lester has some things he has to deal
24 with, he'll be in and out.  But right now we have
25 Andrew showing up soon and Lester will be here also. 
26 The rest of us are all here.
27
28                 And the next thing on our agenda, we
29 were going to wait for -- ah, sorry.
30
31                 (Pause)
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It would have
34 been 52 so I don't know, maybe we should take up 26A
35 and 26B to align the State's seasons -- oh, we did
36 that, I'm sorry.
37
38                 MS. WESSELS:  14.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, it
41 would be 14, extend hunting and trapping seasons for
42 wolverine in 11 and 13. 
43
44                 MS. WESSELS:  Comments from the public
45 on non-agenda items.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, I'm sorry
48 I knew there was something else.
49
50
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1                 Is there any public comments on non-
2 agenda items.
3
4                 Yes, there's someone in the room, come
5 up please.  And this would just be items that aren't on
6 the agenda.
7
8                 MR. KELLY:   Good morning, Madame
9 Chair.  Board members.  My name is James Kelly.  I'm

10 the natural resource director for CATG based out of Ft.
11 Yukon.
12
13                 We have a very positive working
14 relationship with the Refuge, the Yukon Flats Wildlife
15 Refuge and we get support from them to encourage our
16 youth to come to the meeting and that's very good.  I
17 think it's something we need to really put a lot of
18 emphasis on because of the changes that are happening,
19 and they're happening fast.  And there is a big need
20 for a lot of their input.
21
22                 I was able to encourage two young
23 youth, both high school students to attend this meeting
24 and, you know, they're here with us today and I'd like
25 to ask them to come forward to pretty much just
26 introduce themselves.  I know wanted to testify on the
27 resolutions that you have before you, on 25, Unit 25D,
28 and I believe it might have an effect on other
29 subunits.  But it's really helpful to hear their
30 opinion because they are going to be the ones to feel
31 the effects as a lot of the Board members here and
32 others that choose to step forward are going to, at one
33 time or another step down and hope to pass the mantel
34 on to the youth, you know, to be part of the
35 decisionmaking.
36
37                 So with that I'd like to ask for Walter
38 Peter to come forward and introduce himself.  And if he
39 feels that he wants to talk now about the resolutions I
40 think that would.....
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The proposal.
43
44                 MR. KELLY:  .....good or should we wait
45 for that.....
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It'll
48 probably come up as soon as.....
49
50
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1                 REPORTER:  Sue.  Sue, please,
2 microphone.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER: 
5 .....Andrew.....
6
7                 MR. KELLY:  Okay. 
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It will come

10 up as soon as Andrew walks in the room.
11
12                 MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  So I'd like to have
13 both of them come up and just.....
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Sure.
16
17                 MR. KELLY:  .....introduce themselves. 
18 Walter.  Please do an introduction.
19
20                 MR. PETER:  Hello.  My name is Walter
21 Peter, the III and I'm from Ft. Yukon and my parents
22 are Walter.....
23
24                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Could you speak up a
25 little bit please.
26
27                 MR. PETER:  My parents are Walter
28 Peter, Jr., and Arlene Peter and my grandparents are
29 the late Walter Peter, Sr., and Virginia Peter and the
30 late Howard Joseph and Claire Joseph.  And that's about
31 it.
32
33                 MR. KELLY:  We also have another one
34 from Beaver.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, you got
37 to turn your microphone on, we're all have issues with
38 learning.....
39
40                 MR. KELLY:  Oh, that's right, I'm
41 sorry.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....to turn
44 our microphones on.
45
46                 MR. GLANZ:  You'd think it's the first
47 time we've ever been here. 
48
49                 (Laughter)
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 180

1                 MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  We also have one
2 from -- a student from Beaver, Shannon Guthrie, and I'd
3 like to ask her to come forward to introduce herself
4 and if she feels later that she wants to testify that's
5 an opportunity for her.  So, Shannon, if you're in the
6 room.
7
8
9                 (No comments)

10
11                 MR. KELLY:  She was here about a minute
12 ago so.....
13
14                 (Laughter)
15
16                 MR. KELLY:  .....we'll encourage her to
17 testify.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We scared
20 her.
21
22                 (Laughter)
23
24                 MR. KELLY:  So that's basically pretty
25 much what we want to do this morning, just to get them
26 exposed to.....
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Sure.
29
30                 MR. KELLY:  .....you know, speaking
31 before the public and encourage them to be mindful
32 of.....
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think she
35 just walked in.
36
37                 MR. KELLY:  .....and respectful of
38 everyone that has differences of.....
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There she is.
41
42                 MR. KELLY:  .....opinions so -- okay,
43 she's here, good.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Smile.
46
47                 (Laughter)
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  Relax, we don't bite.
50
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1                 (Laughter)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I like the
4 hat.
5
6                 (Laughter)
7
8                 MS. GUTHRIE:  Hello.  My name is
9 Shannon Guthrie.  I'm from Beaver.  I'm a high school

10 student.  I'm in 10th grade.  And I don't know what
11 else to say.
12
13                 MR. KELLY:  Do you want to testify or
14 testify later.
15
16                 MS. GUTHRIE:  Testify later.
17
18                 MR. KELLY:  That's fine.  Okay.  With
19 that just brief introduction.  I will encourage them to
20 testify on those issues and.....
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
23
24                 MR. KELLY:  .....give their thoughts
25 and their feelings about what they feel might have a
26 rural major impact later in the future for them.
27
28                 So, with that, thank you for allowing
29 us to do this introduction.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, this is
32 great, uh-huh.  And I love your hat.
33
34                 MS. GUTHRIE:  Thank you. 
35
36                 (Laughter)
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
39
40                 Okay.  I do want to remind everyone,
41 there are cards in the back, they look like this, that
42 if you're going to testify you sign up and then put the
43 number of the proposal so we can be ready for you guys. 
44 And if somebody forgot to do it, please raise your hand
45 and we'll get you to sign one and still come up.
46
47                 (Pause)
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And the
50
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1 people on line, you just have to let us know when you
2 want to testify.
3
4                 (Pause)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We are
7 starting with 14.
8
9                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  14.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Page 437.
12
13                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
16
17                 MS. KLOSTERMAN:  Thank you, Madame
18 Chair.  Good morning, members of the Council.  Again,
19 for the record my name is Megan Klosterman and I'm a
20 wildlife biologist with the Office of Subsistence
21 Management.
22
23                 As you mentioned, Proposal WP18-14 can
24 be found on Page 437 of your Board book.  The
25 proponent, Wrangell-St. Elias National Park Subsistence
26 Resource Commission requests a one month extension of
27 the wolverine hunting and trapping season in Unit 13
28 and a one month extension to the hunting season in Unit
29 11.  The proposed hunting seasons in Units 11 and 13
30 would change from September 1st through January 31st to
31 September 1st through February 28th.  The proposed Unit
32 13 trapping season would change from November 10th
33 through January 31st to November 10th through February
34 28th, which would match the existing trapping season in
35 Unit 11.
36
37                 This proposal would align the hunting
38 seasons in Units 11 and 13 as well as the trapping
39 seasons in Units 11 and 13.
40
41                 The proponent states that extending the
42 wolverine trapping season in Unit 13 would allow
43 trappers to keep a wolverine incidentally caught in a
44 lynx set in February.  Relative little research has
45 been done on wolverines in Units 11 and 13.  Thus,
46 there is limited information of the populations,
47 distribution, habitat use and movements.  In general,
48 wolverine are most abundant in mountainous terrain but
49 occur at low densities throughout their range. 
50
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1 Wolverine kits are born from February to late -- or are
2 born from early February to late March and juveniles
3 begin to disburse into vacate habitat in February of
4 the following year.
5
6                 Harvest records are not a good
7 indicator of wolverine population densities or
8 distribution since harvest fluctuations may be the
9 results of hunter effort, fur prices, accessibility or

10 population fluctuations.  Trapping is the primary
11 wolverine harvest method in Units 11 and 13, although
12 each year a few are taken by hunting.  The harvest
13 pressure is greater in Unit 13 than in Unit 11 due in
14 part to easier access.  All wolverine harvested are
15 required to be sealed and reported, and the reported
16 harvest from 2006 to 2016 averaged 10 wolverine per
17 year in Unit 11 and 51 wolverine per year in Unit 13.
18
19                 Extending the season into February may
20 increase the take of dispersing juveniles but any
21 expected increase in harvest is likely to be minimal
22 due to the limited Federal public land present in Unit
23 13.
24
25                 Extending the Federal wolverine
26 trapping and hunting seasons in Units 11 and 13 would
27 provide Federally-qualified subsistence users
28 additional harvest opportunity and would reduce Federal
29 regulatory complexity between the lynx and wolverine
30 seasons.
31
32                 This proposal would also allow
33 Federally-qualified subsistence users to keep wolverine
34 incidentally caught in lynx sets, which may result in
35 more accurate reporting of wolverine harvested later in
36 the season.
37
38                 Because of these factors the OSM
39 preliminary conclusion is to support Proposal WP18-14.
40
41                 Thank you. 
42
43                 And I'd be happy to take any questions.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
46 questions.
47
48                 (No comments)
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
2 thank you.
3
4                 Any consultations.
5
6                 MR. LIND:  Good morning, Madame Chair. 
7 Council members.  We did consult on September 14th
8 where there was NPS present but we didn't have any
9 discussion on that topic.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Thank
12 you. 
13
14                 Advisory Group -- I mean I'm sorry,
15 agenda, comment -- or, geez, I can't even talk this
16 morning.  Agency comments, ADF&G.
17
18                 MR. ROBBINS:  Madame Chair.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead,
21 Frank.
22
23                 MR. ROBBINS:  For the record, this is
24 Frank Robbins.  I'm the State area biologist in
25 Glennallen.
26
27                 No conservation concerns have been
28 identified for this proposal, but it should be
29 recognized if there is limited biological data specific
30 to wolverine for Units 11 and 13, the sample unit
31 population estimator, or SUPE survey was conducted in
32 portions of Unit 13A and 13E in 2015 which found a
33 normal density of 9.5 wolverine per 1,000 square
34 kilometers.  However, no wolverine population data is
35 available for Unit 13B and 13D, where the majority of
36 Federal land occurs.  An average of 59 wolverine was
37 harvested by all users in Unit 13 between 2011 and 2015
38 by State and Federal users.  Extending the hunting
39 season until February 28th in Units 11 and 13 is not
40 expected to increase the harvest significantly given
41 that the number of wolverine harvested using a firearm
42 was less than one wolverine in Unit 11 and average five
43 wolverine in Unit 13 between 2011 and 2015.
44
45                 It is also noted that when the Federal
46 trapping season in Unit 11 was extended from January
47 31st to February 28th in 2008 there was no increase in
48 the number of wolverine harvested.  In 2016 a total of
49 nine wolverine were harvested by hunters and trappers
50
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1 in Unit 11 all by local residents.
2
3                 The Department is neutral on the
4 allocation of wolverine harvest between user groups and
5 has not identified any biological concerns associated
6 with this proposal.
7
8                 Considering the limited amount of
9 wolverine habitat on Federal lands in Unit 13 and the

10 limited number of Federally-qualified trappers
11 extending the hunting and trapping season is not likely
12 to increase wolverine harvest in Unit 13 significantly. 
13 Similarly, extending the wolverine hunting and --
14 season in Unit 11 would not likely result in an
15 increase in harvest.
16
17                 Thank you. 
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
20 questions.
21
22                 (No comments)
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, next,
25 any Federal agency comments.
26
27                 (No comments)
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any tribal
30 comments.
31
32                 (No comments)
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
35 Advisory group.
36
37                 (No comments)
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
40 Regional Councils.
41
42                 Go ahead, Megan.
43
44                 MS. KLOSTERMAN:  Madame Chair.  The
45 Southcentral RAC supported this proposal as written.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
48 Fish and Game Advisory Committees take it up.
49
50
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Subsistence
4 Resource Commission.
5
6                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Thank you, Madame
7 Chair.  For the record my name is Barbara Cellarius and
8 I'm the subsistence coordinator for Wrangell-St. Elias
9 National Park and I have comments from the Wrangell-St.

10 Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Commission.
11
12                 The Commission submitted this proposal.
13
14                 And they supported the proposal with
15 modification that it only apply to Unit 11.  This
16 modification is based on public testimony and
17 Commission discussion during the meeting.  Federal
18 lands in Unit 13 are more accessible and see increased
19 snowmachine traffic during February when the weather
20 warms up. Extending the seasons in Unit 13 has the
21 potential to be a conservation concern.  Unit 11 is
22 more difficult to access and could support a longer
23 season.
24
25                 I also have a comment from the Denali
26 National Park Subsistence Resource Commission.
27
28                 They supported the proposal as written. 
29 Based on personal experience, trapping in Unit 13
30 extending the wolverine season by 28 days will allow
31 for incidental catches of wolverine which are often
32 caught in lynx traps.  Wolverine numbers should be
33 monitored because they are sensitive if too many are
34 harvested as wolverines only have two pups a year.
35
36                 Those are the comments from the two
37 SRCs.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
40 questions.
41
42                 (No comments)
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  
45
46                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Madame Chair.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, identify
49 yourself.
50
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1                 MR. KOWALSKY:  This is James
2 (Indiscernible) you asked for those on line to indicate
3 when they would like to testify so how do we do that.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Just let me
6 know and then when I call for public testimony I'll
7 have -- you're next, actually, right now.
8
9                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Okay. 

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, wait, I
12 have to do written public comments first, and then the
13 public is next.
14
15                 What's your name again?
16
17                 MR. KOWALSKY:  First name, James,
18 Kowalsky.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  James.  I
21 can't understand your last name.
22
23                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Kowalsky.  K-O-W.....
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Dowalsky.
26
27                 MR. KOWALSKY:  K-O-W-A-L-S-K-Y.
28
29                 MS. WESSELS:  It's Kowalsky, with a K.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Kowalsky,
32 yeah, okay.
33
34                 Okay, let me get the written and then
35 we'll come to you.
36
37                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Thank you. 
38
39                 MS. WESSELS:  Good morning, Katya
40 Wessels for the record.
41
42                 OSM received one written public comment
43 in support of the Wildlife Proposal WP18-14.  The
44 comment received was from Ahtna Inter-Tribal Resource
45 Commission.  It states that there is no conservation
46 concern for wolverine population in Unit 11 and Unit
47 13.  Extending the harvest season will allow for more
48 hunting opportunities for subsistence users and Ahtna
49 people.  Wolverine is commonly used for clothing, ruff
50
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1 and for moccasins, coats and jackets.  Wolverine is
2 also sold to allow for supplemental income.
3
4                 Thank you. 
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  If any
7 other public are out there that want to testify, could
8 you identify yourself and then we'll go to James.
9

10
11                 (No comments)
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, James,
14 go ahead.
15
16                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
17 Members of the Council.  This is James Kowalsky.  I am
18 going to make a statement that's prepared on behalf of
19 Alaskans for Wildlife, P.O. Box 81957 in Fairbanks, and
20 so let me go ahead.
21
22                 We urge that -- I'm sorry, I'm speaking
23 to the proposal WP18-51, which concerns bear baiting so
24 let me proceed.
25
26                 We urge that this proposal.....
27
28                 MS. WESSELS:  We are on 14.
29
30                 MR. KOWALSKY:  .....that this
31 proposal.....
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Excuse me,
34 did you say Proposal 51?
35
36                 MR. KOWALSKY:  18-51.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, we're
39 on 55.
40
41                 MS. WESSELS:  14.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Or 14, I'm
44 sorry, I apologize.
45
46                 And I do need you to back away from
47 your phone because you're becoming muffled a little
48 bit.
49
50
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1                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Okay.  I'm not sure how
2 to do this.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, that's
5 better.
6
7                 MR. KOWALSKY:  So what.....
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So if you --

10 we're on No. 14, and I believe 51 is next -- no, we
11 already did it, I apologize.
12
13                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Well, I'm not following.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do you want
16 to take the testimony.
17
18                 MR. BASSICH:  We've already made our
19 decision.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Actually we
22 already took up Proposal 51, I'm sorry.
23
24                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Well, but I'm here now
25 and you asked the question, you asked for public
26 testimony and that's what I'm doing.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, I
29 understand.  The process is that we go by each proposal
30 and when we go for the public testimony we get the
31 public testimony for that proposal.
32
33                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Well, the process is you
34 asked for public participation and that's what I'm
35 doing.  I'm sorry but I can't -- here I am right now.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Were you on
38 yesterday?
39
40                 MR. KOWALSKY:  No.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  That's
43 when we ended up taking up No. 51.
44
45                 MR. KOWALSKY:  I understand that.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
48
49                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Yeah, public
50
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1 participation, that's what this is.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
4
5                 MR. GLANZ:  We've already.....
6
7                 MR. KOWALSKY:  I don't mean to be
8 confrontational.....
9

10                 MR. BASSICH:  Sue.....
11
12                 MR. KOWALSKY:  .....you know we do the
13 best we can from a distance.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  If you could,
16 you could submit a written one to the Federal Board
17 since we have already taken that up and if you have any
18 problems with the process here you need to contact our
19 coordinator after the meeting.
20
21                 MR. KOWALSKY:  I've submitted written
22 testimony.....
23
24                 MS. WESSELS:  We read the comment.
25
26                 MR. KOWALSKY:  .....but I wanted to
27 make this state.....
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We read your
30 testimony yesterday.
31
32                 MR. KOWALSKY:  .....ment.  You did?
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
35
36                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Yes, okay, well,
37 thanks.....
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
40
41                 MR. KOWALSKY:  .....for that.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You bet,
44 okay, thank  you.
45
46                 MR. KOWALSKY:  Okay. 
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is there any
49 other public testimony on Proposal.....
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  14.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....14.
4
5                 (No comments)
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
8 Hearing none, we're moving on.
9

10                 I need a.....
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  Motion to support WP18-14
13 as presented to us.
14
15                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second that.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I would just
18 like to give a little more information from the SRC.
19
20                 There was some concern as Barbara read
21 into the record about snowmachines on the Denali
22 Highway.  Now, that I think about it, the only Federal
23 land on the Denali Highway is -- if I'm looking at my
24 map correctly, the Gulkana River.  So local trappers
25 trap in that area and they saw it as a possible
26 conflict because I think there might be a proposal to
27 the State Board for the same thing.  Is there -- yes,
28 uh-huh, to open the whole thing, so that would be
29 really important on the State if it was open with all
30 of the snowmachine activity off the Denali Highway that
31 somebody might see, you know, a wolverine as they're
32 snowmachining around.
33
34                 So there was a little bit of concern
35 about that so I'm just bringing that to you guys.
36
37                 And that's why the SRC decided to pull
38 their support for 13.
39
40                 So FYI. 
41
42                 This is the State Federal regulations
43 and I see that the Denali Highway where the biggest
44 concern was is across that little chunk there, do you
45 see the map everybody.
46
47                 (Council nods affirmatively)
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So I'm not
50
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1 sure that it would be -- I don't know, I'm going to
2 leave it up to you, I feel like I need to support the
3 locals down there and take 13 out.
4
5                 And this is a crossover proposal.
6
7                 Any questions or -- it's on the floor.
8
9                 Discussion.

10
11                 MR. GLANZ:  Madame Chair, I have one
12 question on that.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
15
16                 MR. GLANZ:  Is wolverine pelt any good
17 in the first of September, does anybody know the
18 answer.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, being a
21 fur sew, yeah, they're just short haired.
22
23                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay. 
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
26
27                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay, all right, I'm not
28 trapping for them so.....
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
31
32                 MR. GLANZ:  So did we get a question on
33 that.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's have
36 some discussion.
37
38                 MR. GLANZ:  There's nobody talking.
39
40                 (Laughter)
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I hear that.
43
44                 MR. BASSICH:  I can make an attempt.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
47
48                 MR. BASSICH:  Just to keep us moving
49 here.
50
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1                 I'm just going to move down the bullet
2 points.  Looking at the analysis that I see and the
3 public testimony that I've heard from Ahtna, it doesn't
4 appear that there's a conservation concern.  I
5 recognize that there might be some projected concern
6 for additional opportunities if this was to open up in
7 Unit 13, but I guess I can only go by my own experience
8 and my own experience has been that wolverine are
9 pretty sparse and relative hard to locate, you kind of

10 luck upon them, really, more than anything else.  So
11 I'm not too concerned about the masses of people going
12 out and going wolverine hunting and trapping out in
13 that area.  So I don't think there's a conservation
14 concern.
15
16                 I think it's going to be beneficial to
17 people in the home region there.  Opening a season up a
18 little bit longer will allow for maybe some additional
19 income or the ability to provide more clothing for
20 themselves.  I don't see this as something that will
21 restrict other users, in fact, it will allow a little
22 bit more access and use.  
23
24                 So I'm going to be in support of 18-14.
25
26                 Madame Chair. 
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else.
29
30                 Go ahead, Don.
31
32                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you.  As a
33 trapper, I'm kind of very sympathetic to this alignment
34 of the lynx and wolverine season because I've caught
35 lynx in wolverine sets and wolverines in lynx sets and
36 I certainly don't like to surrender fur to the Fish and
37 Game when I work so hard to get it.  So I think the
38 alignment makes it a little bit more realistic for the
39 trapper to be able to harvest a little bit of fur.
40
41                 Thank you. 
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else.
44
45                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Question.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Question is
48 called for.  All in favor say aye.
49
50
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1                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
4 opposed.
5
6                 (No opposing votes)
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Passes.  All
9 right, we're going to go to the schedule now.

10
11                 Andrew, welcome.
12
13                 MR. FIRMIN:  Thank you.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  To 52.
16
17                 MS. MAAS:  Proposal 52 begins on Page
18 83.
19
20                 (Pause)
21
22                 MS. MAAS:  All right, thank you, Madame
23 Chair.  Members of the Council.  My name is Lisa Maas
24 and I'm a wildlife biologist in the Office of
25 Subsistence Management and I'll be presenting a summary
26 of the analysis for Wildlife Proposal 18-52, which,
27 again, begins on Page 93 of your meeting book.
28
29                 Wildlife Proposal 18-52 was submitted
30 by the Eastern Interior Council and requests that the
31 moose season in Unit 25D remainder be extended to
32 October 7th.  The proponent states that the proposed
33 change will better align the moose hunting season with
34 recent weather changes in the area.  
35
36                 From 1990 to 2009 the closing date of
37 the fall moose season in Unit 25D remainder was
38 September 25th.  In 2010 the season was extended to
39 October 1st to provide additional harvest opportunity. 
40 Moose densities have been historically low across Unit
41 25D.  In 2015 the estimated moose density was .34 moose
42 per square mile.  While bull/cow ratios have
43 historically been high in this area, the 2015 ratio of
44 35 bulls per 100 cows was the lowest ever recorded and
45 is below management objectives.
46
47                 Habitat is considered excellent,
48 although predation by wolves and bears appears to be
49 limiting the Unit 25D moose population.
50
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1                 Moose is the primary and most important
2 wild food resource for residents of Units 25D with 53
3 to 100 percent of households using moose.
4
5                 While the reported moose harvest in
6 Unit 25D remainder has averaged 20 moose per year, many
7 moose harvested by local residents are not reported. 
8 The Yukon Flats Moose Management Plan estimated that
9 225 moose are harvested from Unit 25D remainder each

10 year.  This represents a six to nine percent harvest
11 rate which is high for a low density moose population.
12 The most recent household survey data indicates that 50
13 to 100 moose are harvested from Unit 25D remainder each
14 year.
15
16                 Household survey data also indicate
17 that 90 percent of moose harvested by local hunters
18 occurs in September with no documented harvest
19 occurring in October.
20
21                 Adoption of this proposal would provide
22 Federally-qualified users with an additional six days
23 of harvest opportunity in early October which may ease
24 meat care issues associated with higher fall
25 temperatures.
26
27                 However, there are conservation
28 concerns for this proposal.
29
30                 The moose density and bull/cow ratios
31 are low.  Additionally, extending the season into the
32 peak of rut could disrupt reproduction and reduce
33 productivity.  While additional harvest during the
34 extended season is expected to be low, current harvest
35 rates may already be unsustainable warranting a
36 conservative approach. 
37
38                 The OSM preliminary conclusion is to
39 oppose Proposal WP18-52.
40
41                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
44 questions.
45
46                 Andrew.
47
48                 MR. FIRMIN:  Sue.  Maybe we will have
49 some other discussion instead of going through all the
50
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1 motions, would it be easier or simpler if we wanted to
2 discuss even just withdrawing the proposal altogether.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, if
5 that's part of your thoughts there.
6
7                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, instead of going
8 through it all and then just voting it down, we could
9 probably just withdraw the proposal instead if that was

10 -- if everybody.....
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I need some
13 help from Staff.
14
15                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....agrees and then we
16 could discuss it and I could explain why.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Procedurally.
19
20                 MS. MAAS:  Procedurally I'm not sure
21 about withdrawing the proposal since it's come to this
22 stage, you know, you're already being presented.  I'm
23 not sure.  I don't know if anyone.....
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's our
26 proposal.
27
28                 MS. MAAS:  Well, according to other
29 Staff it needs to be withdrawn before it's presented to
30 Councils.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Can we
33 rewind.
34
35                 (Laughter)
36
37                 MS. KENNER:  They could say we would
38 like to withdraw it, it informs the Board.....
39
40                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, I'm not sure.
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, what would happen?
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, based
45 on -- ask your question differently.
46
47                 MR. FIRMIN:  Do we have to take up the
48 whole proposal or can we just be through it knowing
49 that -- can we call the question before.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I need some
2 help procedurally because Andy asked me a question
3 earlier this morning, can we just comment on something
4 without going through the whole process and not voting
5 on it.
6
7                 MS. KENNER:  (Indiscernible - away from
8 microphone)
9

10                 MS. MAAS:  I don't know, apparently
11 yesterday you guys were able to take no action without
12 going through the whole procedure.
13
14                 MS. KENNER:  Yeah, but no action
15 doesn't necessarily.....
16
17                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair.  Can I
18 clarify what I said.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, go
21 ahead Andy.
22
23                 MR. BASSICH:  So my thought was there
24 are often times proposals that we maybe don't want to
25 take action on, we don't want to support, we don't want
26 to oppose, we just don't want to take action on it, is
27 it possible for us, without going through the total
28 analysis just to make a comment from the RAC.  And the
29 reason I ask this is, is I think there are many
30 proposals that we might want to do this.  In the past
31 we've maybe written a letter to somebody voicing our
32 Council's position but I'm just wondering if there's a
33 procedure in which we could do that to save time
34 instead of going through an entire analysis to get our
35 thoughts on it.
36
37                 If we're not trying to support it and
38 we're not trying to oppose it, we're not giving an
39 opinion but we'd like to make some kind of comment,
40 such as like what -- what came to this point was Virgil
41 wanting to just make a conservation concern comment
42 about a proposal that, you know, a proposal might come
43 up and we say we don't want to support it, we don't
44 want to oppose it but we do have some concerns about
45 the conservation on this, we're neutral otherwise, is
46 there a way to do that sort of a comment, within the
47 system.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is the short
50
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1 answer yes.
2
3                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, through the Chair.  I
4 apologize I don't have that answer.  I'm not sure, I
5 don't know if you can.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You feel like
8 you do, Orville.
9

10                 MR. LIND:  I do.  In my experience, in
11 this situation, we're into the level we still have to
12 go through the process and so I would just say that
13 let's finish the process and if the Council feels that
14 they don't need to take action it.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil wanted
17 to speak.
18
19                 MR. MCKEE:  Madame Chair. 
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, who's
22 that.
23
24                 MR. MCKEE:  This is Chris McKee,
25 Wildlife Division Chief at OSM.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
28
29                 MR. MCKEE:  I just wanted to make a
30 clarification, that once a proposal is brought before a
31 Council it cannot be withdrawn.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, we did
34 get that.
35
36                 MS. KENNER:  I (indiscernible)
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm sorry, we
39 did understand that, we were just asking -- did you
40 hear the other question, can we just comment without
41 going through the process.
42
43                 MR. MCKEE: Well, I mean you can still
44 put your thoughts on the record, or rationale, if you
45 want to be neutral or take no position or take no
46 action.....
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, that's
49 what.....
50
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1                 MR. MCKEE:  .....it's totally up to
2 you.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
5
6                 MR. MCKEE:  Thank you. 
7
8                 MS. KENNER:  Taking no action doesn't
9 require a motion.  You comment, you move on.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Taking no
12 action doesn't require -- repeat it.
13
14                 MS. WESSELS:  It doesn't require any
15 motion.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It doesn't
18 require a motion, you can just move on.
19
20                 MS. WESSELS:  You comment and move on.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The comment
23 would be just what you said, you decided you wanted to
24 withdraw it now, and it's too late.
25
26                 MS. WESSELS:  You still have to go
27 through the.....
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What did you
30 want to say.
31
32                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So the Board of Game
33 and Board of Fish allows the proposer to just withdraw
34 it but I think the appropriate procedure is just table
35 it.
36
37                 I move to table the proposal.
38
39                 There's no discussion on a table.  You
40 vote for it and it's done.
41
42                 MS. MAAS:  Through the Chair.  Tabling
43 means that you're just kind of setting it aside but
44 you'll still have to take it up later.
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No, if you don't take
47 it up it's dead at the end of the meeting.  If no one
48 makes a motion to bring it off the table it's dead. 
49 That's Robert's Rules of Procedures.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Calm down.
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No, I'm serious.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Well,
6 it's okay.
7
8                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We're supposed to
9 follow Robert's Rules of procedure.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
12
13                 MS. WESSELS:  You have a motion.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  We have a motion on the
16 floor to accept.
17
18                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Right.  I move to table
19 it.  The proper procedure is if we vote to table it,
20 it's tabled, if no one.....
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Calm down.
23
24                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....votes or makes a
25 motion to take it off the table before the meeting is
26 over it's done.
27
28                 That's the way it's done.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  He likes to
31 get his point across so he has more inflection in his
32 point but you don't need to do that.
33
34                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Right.  Everyone
35 understands what my point.....
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Calm down.
38
39                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....was, I hope.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There is no
42 motion on the floor guys.
43
44                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yes there is.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, no there
47 isn't, nobody seconded it.
48
49                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay. 
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So the best
2 thing is no action.
3
4                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Why can't we just move
5 on.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So let's move
8 on.
9

10                 MR. BASSICH:  Just a point of
11 clarification.  When we take no action we still have to
12 listen through the entire analysis and then take no
13 action or you just motion to take no action on that and
14 then you move on.
15
16                 MR. FIRMIN:  You don't need a motion
17 period.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  No motion, no nothing,
20 it's just no action.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Usually you
23 take.....
24
25                 MS. MAAS:  My understanding is you
26 still have to make a motion to take no action.....
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
29
30                 MS. MAAS:  .....you just don't need to
31 go through the.....
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
34
35                 MS. MAAS:  .....comment procedure.
36
37                 MS. KENNER:  You don't need.....
38
39                 MS. MAAS:  Oh, you don't.  All right
40 other people are saying you don't have to make a motion
41 to take no action.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's just
44 make a motion to take no action.
45
46                 MR. PETER:  Excuse me, Madame Chair.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
49
50
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1                 MR. PETER: Yeah, my name is Ramsey
2 Peter and I'm calling in from Ft. Yukon.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
5
6                 MR. PETER:  I'd like to hear what
7 Andrew has to say, what are his comments on withdrawing
8 the proposal.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I
11 think that would be all right.
12
13                 Go ahead, Andrew.
14
15                 MR. FIRMIN:  That is what I was going
16 to say, is if we just had a discussion or comment on it
17 and we could move forward.  I know there's -- I believe
18 there's people in the crowd if they wanted to speak,
19 too, as public comment, you know in opposition to the
20 proposal.
21
22                 This proposal was generated at our Ft.
23 Yukon meeting from information there and since then
24 I've heard no other support for it and so -- and some
25 of the other cases where it might be abused, you know,
26 there was other concerns of people that are not from
27 the area coming to take advantage of the extended moose
28 season, which is where some concerns came in from, that
29 in light of not hearing any support since the -- the
30 time it was originated, I don't feel that being the
31 main proponent of it, I don't feel supporting it any
32 longer.
33
34                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair. 
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Does that
37 help the person on the phone.
38
39                 MR. PETER:  Yes, I'm just concerned
40 extending the moose season in Unit 25 remainder, also
41 extending the moose season in 25D, I just don't think
42 it's a good idea.  You know it just promotes wanton
43 waste.  The moose are going to their rut site, it's
44 that time, you know, I don't see any subsistence users
45 benefiting.....
46
47                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
48
49                 MR. PETER:  .....from extending this
50
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1 season in those units.
2
3                 Thank you. 
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Andy.
6
7                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  I would make
8 a recommendation since we started this process and
9 there seems to be some people that want to speak and

10 testify, it's also good to hear people speak against a
11 proposal to show that they have conservation concerns
12 in their areas too and get that on the record.
13
14                 So I would recommend that we just go
15 through this proposal.
16
17                 We can certainly limit our
18 comments.....
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have three
21 here.....
22
23                 MR. BASSICH:  .....and move through it
24 a little bit quicker.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....in the
27 room.
28
29                 MR. BASSICH:  Right.  So why don't we
30 just go through this one.  We now know that if we don't
31 want to take up any more, in the future, we can just
32 take no action on them and make a comment and move on
33 and that answers that question so we don't get wrapped
34 around the axle, let's just continue please.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So -- so
37 procedurally all I was asking is can we hear what
38 people have to say and not have to go through the whole
39 process.
40
41                 MR. BASSICH:  Right.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is the answer
44 yes?  Somebody -- don't.....
45
46                 MS. KENNER:  Yes.
47
48                 MS. WESSELS:  Yes.
49
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 204

1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And I have
2 three cards in front of me, Paul Herbert and there's a
3 Walter Peter, III, and James Kelly that would like to
4 come up and speak.
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  So let's just go through. 
7 Let's do it.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You want to

10 go through the whole thing and let -- or just let them
11 talk.  Because if they come up and talk then.....
12
13                 MS. KENNER:  Pick one.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, James
16 Kelly, were you first, it looks like it.
17
18                 We'll just take their testimony.
19
20                 MR. KELLY:  Good morning. My name is
21 James Kelly.  I want to be on the record to oppose the
22 extension as proposed under WP18-52.
23
24                 Originally our season in the Yukon
25 Flats area within 25D started August 25th and ended
26 September 25th but that got extended in later years and
27 watching the harvest of our hunters, local hunters, I
28 think that's met our need and I think like Walter
29 mentioned earlier, extending it might encourage and
30 promote wanton waste so at this -- I think that this
31 would promote that and I don't agree with that.  I
32 think we should stay with October 1st as our cutoff
33 date for the season.
34
35                 In the future if it looks like a lot of
36 changes, climate changes are affecting the behavior and
37 the movement of the moose within our areas I think this
38 would provide an opportunity for somebody to bring
39 forth a proposal then.
40
41                 But at this time, I would propose -- I
42 would oppose it and ask that the Board -- well, I guess
43 you're not going to vote on it so I'm glad to just have
44 this opportunity to make these comments.
45
46                 Thank you. 
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
49 questions.
50
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
4 Next is Walter Peter, III.  Don't be afraid, you can do
5 it.
6
7                 MR. PETER:  My name is Walter Peter,
8 III.  I want to make a comment on a proposed Federal
9 regulation that will extend moose hunting to October

10 7th in Unit 25, I'm against that.  Because bull moose
11 are in full rut at that time and they smell and the
12 meat is tough and they're all skinny.  These moose run
13 themselves down and a lot of them are so run down to
14 the point that the meat isn't edible.  All you will be
15 doing is promoting, like what my dad said, wanton
16 waste.
17
18                 The moose population is just starting
19 to rebound and, if anything, the season should open a
20 week earlier than what it usually is.
21
22                 That's what I would like to say.
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You did a
25 good job, Walter.
26
27                 Yes.
28
29                 And wanton waste, that come from your
30 dad, uh.
31
32                 (Laughter)
33
34                 MR. PETER:  Yeah.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Wasting, it's
37 a law, actually.
38
39                 Any questions.
40
41                 (No comments)
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hey, thanks. 
44 Keep up the good work.
45
46                 Is it Herbert or Hebert.
47
48                 MS. WESSELS:  It looks like Hebert.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is it Paul
2 Herbert or Hebert.
3
4                 MR. HERBERT:  Herbert.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Herbert, I
7 thought so.  Okay. 
8
9                 MR. HERBERT:  Good morning, Madame

10 Chair.  I'm little but I'm loud.
11
12                 (Laughter)
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Good.
15
16                 MR. HERBERT:  I'd like to oppose the
17 proposal extending the moose season to October 7th
18 because after the 20th of September the bull moose is
19 not good.  The meat is not good.  So like Walter said,
20 wanton waste and whoever put the proposal in I think
21 just wants the horns, it's the only thing that's good
22 on it on October 7th.  So I'd like to oppose that,
23 opening it for that long.
24
25                 And in closing, I'd like to suggest
26 somebody put in a proposal to abolish the December hunt
27 and the March hunt.
28
29                 Thank you. 
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
32 questions.
33
34                 MR. BASSICH:  Just a quick one.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
37
38                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, could you identify
39 where you live.
40
41                 MR. HERBERT:  I live in Ft. Yukon, 25D,
42 and I also hunt in 25B and I oppose extending the moose
43 season in both game units, 25D and B.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you. 
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
48 other questions.
49
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thank
4 you.
5
6                 MR. HERBERT:  Thank you, Ma'am.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right.  I
9 think we can do it.....

10
11                 MS. WESSELS:  No action.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  A motion for
14 no action.
15
16                 MR. FIRMIN:  Madame Chair.  If I'm
17 hearing the testimony and what I've heard and witnessed
18 over the last year since we brought this up, possibly
19 we'll just -- like I said we'll just move forward and
20 take no action.  I was just trying to think of how we
21 could -- will it still end up on the Federal Board's
22 books or it would look kind of weird for us to be.....
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You mean you
25 think it'll look weird that we changed our mind?
26
27                 MR. FIRMIN:  No.  But I just wouldn't
28 -- will it still be on the book?
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think so,
31 they have to.....
32
33                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay. 
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....take
36 action themselves so they'd have to vote it down.
37
38                 MR. FIRMIN:  Just like we did.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay. 
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're going
45 to take no action.  Is there any crossover of RACs.
46
47                 MS. MAAS:  No, there is just.....
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Just us.
50
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1                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So I don't
4 see it as a problem, Andrew.
5
6                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay. 
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But your
9 motion was.....

10
11                 MR. GLANZ:  Take no action.
12
13                 MR. FIRMIN:  To take no action.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil, I
16 need a second to discuss.
17
18                 MR. BASSICH:  I'll second it.
19
20                 MR. GLANZ:  Second.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  You
23 want to discuss.
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yes.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Discussion. 
28 Go ahead.
29
30                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  I'd like
31 everyone to look at the bottom of Page 102, 102.  This
32 is the thing that I've thought about many times and
33 it's really counter productive to conservation and I'm
34 going to just read it into the record.
35
36                 Adoption of this proposal could also
37 affect moose breeding and age structure of harvest. 
38 Over a 12 year period, Ballenberghe and Miquelle on 
39 found most of Interior Alaska copulate between
40 September 24 and October 7.  Older mature bulls come
41 into rut earlier than young bulls and more suspectible
42 to harvest when seasons extend to the peak of the rut. 
43 If this proposal is adopted, Federally-qualified
44 subsistence users would have additional opportunity to
45 hunt later into the breeding season, which could
46 disrupt mating moose, impede or delay implantation and
47 cause mature bulls to be more suspectible to harvest.
48
49                 If it's delayed implantation those
50
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1 moose that get born a month later normally don't
2 survive because they're not big enough when winter.....
3
4                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
5
6                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So every time I see one
7 of these proposals where they want to extend the season
8 -- they reason why our hunting seasons have ended on
9 the 25th of September is because you're interfering

10 with the breeding of the moose and it's got all
11 different kinds of bad ramifications and so I'd really
12 like to see this in the Staff report because I've been,
13 you know, been told about this many times in the past.
14
15                 Thank you, Madame Chair. 
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Before
18 we go on.  Can you please relay to us what we're
19 getting from Staff in Anchorage.
20
21                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  So if you guys
22 want to do no action, you still will need to have a
23 motion to do that and.....
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Which we did.
26
27                 MS. WESSELS:  .....but it is
28 recommended to better to vote on the proposal, yes or
29 no, if you're for it or against it because, you know,
30 no -- otherwise no action makes no difference for the
31 fate of the proposal, basically (coordinator not using
32 microphone).....
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But you're
35 saying he said we have -- there's no deference to the
36 RAC.
37
38                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Once we take
41 no action there's no deference to the RAC.
42
43                 MS. WESSELS:  Somebody else can.....
44
45                 MR. FIRMIN:  So the.....
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Because we
48 took no action.
49
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, we just need to make
2 a motion and oppose our own proposal.
3
4                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, but then you have
5 to go through the whole analysis.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
8
9                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay. 

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Welcome back
12 Andrew.  Andy.
13
14                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I understand what
15 you're saying Katya, but the fact remains that this is
16 all being read into the record and it's going to show
17 that we're not really wanting to support this any more,
18 whether we take no action or not, if there's not other
19 RACs that are -- crossover RACs that say they want to
20 support it, in all likelihood the Board's going to look
21 at this and say, there's not a lot of support for this
22 so why would we further.....
23
24                 MS. WESSELS:  Well.....
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And the other
27 thing is we need to put on the record these comments
28 why.
29
30                 MR. BASSICH:  Right.
31
32                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, you know, if you
33 vote against this proposal -- if you want to oppose it,
34 if you make a motion to support and.....
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We have a
37 motion.
38
39                 MS. WESSELS:  .....to support and vote
40 against it then at least that will be the record, that
41 you were loud and clear that expresses your opinion on
42 this particular proposal.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right.
45
46                 MS. WESSELS:  If you take no action,
47 it's like you have no opinion.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But if we
50
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1 take no action you're saying we have to take up and go
2 through this whole process and we're saying that if we
3 put on the record why we took no action, this is what
4 we're saying.  That, if the Board can't listen to that,
5 there's something wrong with the process.
6
7                 (Laughter)
8
9                 MS. WESSELS:  Going through this

10 process will not take very long.
11
12                 MR. FIRMIN:  We already heard all the
13 comments already.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I guess the
16 only thing left was a couple more comments.
17
18                 What do you want to do guys.
19
20                 MR. WOODRUFF:  We got to go through the
21 process.
22
23                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: No, we don't.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We
26 could have done that all the time we were arguing.
27
28                 MR. FIRMIN:  Sorry, I was trying to
29 save us time.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I know. 
32 We've been trying to do that all -- and it's not
33 working.
34
35                 MR. WOODRUFF:  We might already be done
36 with it if we had.....
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All I need to
39 know.....
40
41                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah, we could've.....
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....were
44 there any tribal consultations.
45
46                 I guess you could have nodded your head
47 but there must be some.
48
49                 MR. LIND:  Madame Chair.  Council
50
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1 members.  During the consultation session there was no
2 discussion on Proposal 18.....
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  ADF&G.
5
6                 MR. LIND:  .....Proposal 18-52.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any agency
9 comments from the Department.

10
11                 MR. ROBBINS:  Madame Chair. 
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Where did
14 they go.
15
16                 MR. ROBBINS:  If you can bear with me
17 real quick, I can pull some comments together.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Who is
20 speaking.
21
22                 MR. ROBBINS:  This is area biologist
23 Frank Robbins in Glennallen.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're on 25D
26 Frank.
27
28                 MR. ROBBINS:  Oh, I thought you said
29 18, I'm sorry.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, we got
32 Doreen here.  Go ahead Doreen.
33
34                 MS. PARKER MCNEILL:  Thank you, Madame
35 Chair. For the record my name is Doreen Parker McNeill
36 and I'm with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.
37
38                 The Department is neutral on this
39 proposal.
40
41                 There are some conservation concerns,
42 hunting during the rut could disrupt breeding but we
43 expect this would be low because of low hunter
44 participation.
45
46                 The Department is neutral on this
47 proposal due to its allocative nature.
48
49                 Unit 25D has a low density moose
50
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1 population but this proposal is not likely to affect
2 the sustainability of the population because we expect
3 participation in the hunt to be low.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  
6
7                 Thank you. 
8
9                 Any questions.

10
11                 (No comments)
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm trying to
14 move along.  Procedurally I have a motion on the floor,
15 does it need to be, it's on -- he seconded it. 
16 Somebody -- that motion to take, please.....
17
18                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll withdraw my second on
19 that motion.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thank
22 you, we're moving on.
23
24                 Next is -- any Federal agency comments.
25
26                 (No comments)
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any tribal
29 comments.
30
31                 (No comments)
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any advisory
34 groups.
35
36                 (No comments)
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And any
39 written public comments.
40
41                 MS. WESSELS:  There is no written
42 public comments.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And we
45 already received our public comments.
46
47                 Are there any other public comments.
48
49                 (No comments)
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh, that
2 didn't take long.
3
4                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to adopt.....
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Geez
7 (laughing)
8
9                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....Proposal 18-52.

10
11                 MR. GLANZ:  And I'll second that.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Discussion.
14
15                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  I'll speak to my
16 motion.
17
18                 This proposal -- we've already put a
19 lot of information on the record so I reference what I
20 said earlier.
21
22                 Madame Chair. 
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
25 discussion.
26
27                 Andrew.
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, like I said this
30 proposal originated out of Ft. Yukon and I think we put
31 it in for an individual there, did it to beat the
32 deadline and then afterwards doing personal research
33 and hearing from the public it wasn't -- and when did
34 we meet up there in Ft. Yukon.....
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  March.
37
38                 MR. GLANZ:  Last fall.
39
40                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....was it last year.
41
42                 MS. WESSELS:  Fall.  Fall.  October of
43 2016.
44
45                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, okay.  But it was --
46 I think since then I've, you know, paid a lot more
47 attention to it and then realized -- come up with all
48 the negativity involved with it from the other places
49 and the next proposal, I think, was a piggy-back on top
50
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1 of it, was 25B being included, so and now we'll know
2 how to run through that proposal.
3
4                 But for that reason I'll be voting in
5 opposition of it.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
8
9                 MR. GLANZ:  I want to call for the

10 question, it seems like we've talked about this enough.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I
13 would just add that the talk about during the rut is
14 very important.
15
16                 Okay.  The question's been called for.
17
18                 All in favor say aye.
19
20                 (No aye votes)
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed,
23 same sign.
24
25                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Fails.
28
29                 Next is 52.
30
31                 MS. WESSELS:  No, we just did 52.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, 53A and
34 that's on Page 93.
35
36                 MS. MAAS:  It's on Page 105. 
37
38                 (Pause)
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, we got
41 to move on.
42
43                 (Off record comments regarding
44 proposal)
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead,
47 Peppa, I'm waiting - (Laughing).
48
49                 MS. KENNER:  Hello, Madame Chair,
50
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1 Members of the Council.  My name is Pippa Kenner and
2 I'm an anthropologist at the Office of Subsistence
3 Management.  I'm going to be presenting the analysis
4 for Proposal WP18-53A.  It begins on Page 105 of your
5 Council book and for those in the audience I believe
6 there's some more Council books available in the back
7 of the room.
8
9                 So WP18-53A was submitted by the

10 Eastern Interior Council and requests to establish a
11 customary and traditional use determination for moose
12 for residents of Units 25B and 25C in Units 25B and
13 25C.  A related analysis WP18-53B addresses requested
14 changes to hunting seasons for moose in Unit 25B.
15
16                 There have been no customary and
17 traditional use determination made for moose in Units
18 25B and 25C and therefore all rural residents may
19 currently hunt for moose in these units under Federal
20 regulations.  When this occurs, the Office of
21 Subsistence Management, when doing the customary and
22 traditional use determination looks at all rural
23 residents in the State for their customary and
24 traditional uses in the area.
25
26                 There's only one community in the area
27 and it's Central located in Unit 25C. 
28
29                 State and Federal harvest reporting
30 data for moose in 25B and 25C is combined in Table 2
31 for Unit 25B and Table 3 for 25C.  The table include
32 harvest reporting data for only rural Alaska
33 communities and suggest a pattern of use for moose in
34 Units 25B and 25C.
35
36                 Now, because of the potential for
37 underreporting, conventional Alaska Department of Fish
38 and Game and United States Fish and Wildlife Service
39 harvest reporting systems do not always reflect the
40 true level of harvest.
41
42                 The customary and traditional use
43 determinations for other large wildlife species in
44 Units 25B and 25C provided additional insights on which
45 residents use Units 25B and 25C and Table 4, on Page
46 116, lists the customary and traditional use
47 determinations for brown bear, caribou and sheep in
48 Units 25B and 25C.  Among the communities that have
49 customary and traditional use determinations for brown
50
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1 bear, caribou or sheep in Units 25B or 25C and which
2 have documented harvest of moose in Units 25B and 25C
3 it is also useful to know which residents already have
4 a customary and traditional use determination for moose
5 elsewhere.  And Table 5 on Page 117 illustrates that
6 all of these communities have already been included in
7 a customary and traditional use determination for moose
8 in other units.
9

10                 While the community of Livengood has
11 not reported harvest of moose in Units 25B or 25C and
12 no household harvest surveys have been conducted there,
13 the community is situated less than 20 miles from the
14 western most border of Unit 25C, it is nearer to Unit
15 25C than most communities in Table 5 and is located
16 along the road system.  Because all of the communities
17 listed in Table 5 and Livengood have an existing
18 customary and traditional use determination for moose,
19 this request would therefore extend the spacial extent
20 of those determinations to include Unit 25B and 25C. 
21 For these communities Unit 25B and 25C are near and
22 reasonably accessible.
23
24                 So the OSM preliminary conclusion is to
25 adopt WP18-53A with modification to add residents of
26 Units 25D, Unit 20D, Unit 20E and residents of Tok and
27 Livengood to the customary and traditional use
28 determination for moose in Units 25B and 25C.
29
30                 Residents of Units 25B, 25C, 25D, 20D
31 and 20E and Tok, have demonstrated use of moose in
32 Units 25B and 25C.  Residents of these areas have also
33 demonstrated the use of other large wildlife species
34 within Units 25B and 25C and have a customary and
35 traditional use determination for these species in
36 those units.  This suggests a pattern of use of the
37 area that is likely to extend to moose.  Residents of
38 these areas and Livengood also have a customary and
39 traditional use determination for moose in other units
40 and therefore generally exhibit the eight factors used
41 for determinations as they relate to moose.  In
42 addition Units 25B and 25C are near and reasonably
43 accessible for the harvest of moose for residents in
44 these areas included in this modification.
45
46                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
47
48                 That's the end of my presentation.
49
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
2 questions.
3
4                 (No comments)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Just
7 curiosity.  The communities added, Tok, was.....
8
9                 MR. GLANZ:  Tok, Livengood.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  On harvest
12 data, right?
13
14                 MS. KENNER:  That's correct, Madame
15 Chair.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thank
18 you.
19
20                 MS. KENNER:  Do you have a comment?
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, I had a
23 question.
24
25                 Any consultation.
26
27                 MR. LIND:  Madame Chair.  Council
28 members.  There was no discussion on this proposal
29 during the consultation.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
32 agency comments.
33
34                 ADF&G.
35
36                 MS. BROWN:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
37 My name is Caroline Brown. I work for Fish and Game,
38 Subsistence Division.
39
40                 The State of Alaska is neutral on the
41 eligibility requirements for participation in the
42 Subsistence Program provided by ANILCA.  And just a
43 note, that this proposal as written would limit the
44 communities that would have a C&T determination for
45 this population of moose.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
48 questions.
49
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Did
4 you have one Andrew.
5
6                 MR. FIRMIN:  Caroline, I'm sorry, how
7 do you mean limit?
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Because right

10 now it's all.
11
12                 MS. BROWN:  Through the Chair.  It
13 would -- maybe I should rephrase.  Right now the
14 current situation is that it's for all State residents,
15 this would decrease it to just residents of Units 25B
16 and C.
17
18                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay, thank you.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, it's
21 one of those C&Ts that was never done, a leftover one.
22
23                 Okay. 
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Caroline had something
26 else.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Did you have
29 something else.
30
31                 MS. BROWN:  I just wanted to clarify
32 that it was as written, not the modification that was
33 just provided.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  As written.
36
37                 MS. BROWN:  As written.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.  So
40 did you guys look at the modifications.
41
42                 MS. BROWN:  Well, we would be -- the
43 State would be neutral regardless on our
44 recommendation.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
47 Federal agency comments.
48
49                 (No comments)
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any tribal
2 agency comments.
3
4                 (No comments)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any advisory
7 committee groups, Regional Advisory Councils -- this is
8 our home region, right.
9

10                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, it's not a crossover
11 proposal.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  Fish
14 and Game Advisory Committees or Subsistence Resource
15 Commissions.
16
17                 (No comments)
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any written
20 public comments.
21
22                 MS. WESSELS:  Madame Chair there is no
23 written public comments.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Public
26 testimony.  
27
28                 I have one card here from James Kelly,
29 and maybe -- oh, and Paul, you're up too, after James,
30 now he can't hear.
31
32                 MR. KELLY:  Madame Chair.  Members of
33 the Board. I stand on the record to support this
34 proposal.  It's always made me feel uncomfortable to
35 exclude people in certain areas who have lived in rural
36 villages for a long time before they moved to a
37 location that, you know, where they have to seek
38 employment and do things that they have to do to
39 support families.  And if Tok is one of those areas and
40 Livengood, I sometimes feel that they really do need an
41 opportunity to exercise their hunting rights out there. 
42 They live out there in the rural areas and this would
43 be a good move.
44
45                 So for the record I stand to support
46 this proposal.
47
48                 Thank you. 
49
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
2 questions.
3
4                 (No comments)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thanks.
7
8                 Paul Herbert.  I'm trying to murder
9 your name, sorry.

10
11                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay, move to adopt
12 Proposal.....
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Whoa, whoa we
15 have a testimony here.
16
17                 Paul, you're up.
18
19                 MR. WOODRUFF:  And then we could move
20 it.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
23
24                 MR. GLANZ:  We're just trying to
25 move.....
26
27                 MR. HERBERT:  Are we still talking
28 about the moose?
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is the
31 C&T.  Did you have -- you have -- the customary and
32 traditional, did you want to speak to it, for the
33 places that are customary and.....
34
35                 MR. HERBERT:  I only put in my name for
36 the extended moose season.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, B, my
39 apologies, sorry.
40
41                 MR. HERBERT:  Thank you. 
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Now, you can
44 -- I'm sorry, go ahead now.
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Are you ready then.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
49
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to adopt Proposal
2 18-53A with modification.
3
4                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll definitely second
5 that.
6
7                 MR. ROBBINS:  Excuse me, Madame Chair.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm sorry, I

10 hear.....
11
12                 MR. PETER:  Is there comments on that.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is somebody
15 on line that would like.....
16
17                 MR. PETER:  Is there.....
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hello.
20
21                 MR. PETER:  Yes.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Walter.
24
25                 MR. PETER:  Yes. My name is Walter
26 Peter and I'm from Ft. Yukon.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, I'm
29 sorry, go ahead, I failed to recognize somebody on
30 line, go ahead on this.
31
32                 MR. PETER:  So the comment and some
33 clarification, there is some talk about adding
34 communities to the customary and traditional use. I'm
35 reading out of the regulations book and there is a
36 positive determination for specific communities or
37 areas, only residents of those communities and areas
38 have Federal subsistence priority for those species, in
39 that unit, are eligible to hunt and trap under these
40 regulations, I don't believe that Livengood and Tok are
41 really Unit 25, therefore, I'm against adding them into
42 this customary and traditional use.
43
44                 Thank you for listening to my comment.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And you're
47 welcome.
48
49                 Any questions.
50
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  The
4 motion's on the floor.  
5
6                 Discussion.
7
8                 And let's make sure the motion was as
9 written or.....

10
11                 MR. GLANZ:  No, it was with
12 modification.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  With the
15 modification, okay.
16
17                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yes.
18
19                 MR. WOODRUFF:  With modification.
20
21                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So the
24 motion's on the floor with the modification.
25
26                 Donald.
27
28                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I can speak to some of
29 the modification.
30
31                 When I submitted this proposal to the
32 Council last spring, it was in response to 53B, and I
33 didn't realize we didn't have a C&T on moose.  But from
34 my experience there's a lot of families that come from
35 Tok and hunt in 25B.
36
37                 MR. GLANZ:  20E also.
38
39                 MR. WOODRUFF:  What?
40
41                 MR. GLANZ:  20E also.
42
43                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Oh, yeah, 20E they
44 already have a determination for that.
45
46                 MR. GLANZ:  Oh, okay.
47
48                 MR. WOODRUFF:  So I would be very much
49 in support of this.
50
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1                 Thank you. 
2
3                 MR. GLANZ:  I am in support of it also.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any more
6 discussion.
7
8                 Andy and then Andrew.
9

10                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair.  It doesn't
11 appear that there is any conservation concern with this
12 proposal and I think that there is evidence of
13 traditional use by all of these different units that
14 are being added to the C&T for this proposal.
15
16                 This proposal will actually help
17 subsistence users, Federally-qualified subsistence
18 users in their moose hunting efforts by having a C&T
19 for 25B.
20
21                 And I don't think it will unnecessarily
22 restrict other users.  I think the area is hunted --
23 sometimes there's kind of a lot of hunters in the area
24 but there are other years where it's -- it's not an
25 overhunting issue at this point in time, I'll put it
26 that way.  So I don't think that this actually
27 restricts anybody that wants to come out there and
28 hunt.
29
30                 So I'm going to be in favor of
31 supporting this proposal.  I think it's good for the
32 people in region, all the people in our region that we
33 represent and I think it's more of a housekeeping type
34 of thing that we're doing here so I'm in support of it.
35
36                 Thank you, Madame Chair. 
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andrew.
39
40                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, I agree with Andy,
41 it's kind of a housekeeping thing.  But I just had a
42 question, then, so like a lot of people from Tok are --
43 or not a lot, but a handful of people, they must go up
44 the highway to Eagle and then put in and go moose
45 hunting on the.....
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh, yep.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  Yep.
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....and that would be why
2 they include C because the Yukon is the border for C
3 and B.
4
5                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Correct.
6
7                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  And then Livengood,
8 they don't have a whole lot of people there to begin
9 with anyway that live year-round, they're probably more

10 likely to run something over on the highway than they
11 are to dragging their boat to the river, than they are
12 actually to shoot something.
13
14                 (Laughter)
15
16                 MR. FIRMIN:  But, yeah, like you said
17 it's a housekeeping proposal so.....
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And they
20 probably don't go all the way up to the other regions.
21
22                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, I would imagine they
23 stay close to the road system.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right. 
26 Right.
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  I call the question,
29 Madame Chair. 
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Question's
32 been called for.  All in favor of the motion which
33 was.....
34
35                 MR. GLANZ:  18-53A as modified.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yep.
38
39                 MS. WESSELS:  Do you want to do 
40 modification.....
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....53A with
43 the modification say aye.
44
45                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
48 opposed.
49
50
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1                 (No opposing votes)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion
4 passes.  So do you want a break or.....
5
6                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yes, let's take a break.
7
8                 MR. GLANZ:  Yes.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....go on to
11 the next one.
12
13                 We'll have a five, 10 minute break.
14
15                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Sue, can I make a short
16 statement.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  A short
19 statement from Donald.
20
21                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yeah, I want to really
22 thank the Staff for this because when I made that
23 proposal for the C&T I have no clue how many people use
24 the area, you know, unless I actually meet them and
25 talk to them.  So I really appreciate that the Staff
26 sort of covers our backside a little bit.
27
28                 Thank you. 
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, and
31 that was one of those places where there never was a
32 C&T, that's why it was all rural residents.
33
34                 Yeah, okay.  Hey, thanks guys and we'll
35 take a short break.
36
37                 (Off record)
38
39                 (On record)
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There are
42 members who cannot hear so they holler louder, so cool,
43 we holler louder (talking louder).....
44
45                 (Laughter)
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
48 order in the court.
49
50
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1                 (Laughter)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Calling the
4 meeting to order.
5
6                 (Laughter)
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have a
9 pretty loud voice, too, Lisa.

10
11                 Okay.  
12
13                 Andrew, we're going to take the next
14 one up so we can take the testimony and I bet it will
15 go fast.
16
17                 53B.
18
19                 MS. MAAS:  Okay, yeah, 53B begins on
20 Page 121.  
21
22                 (Pause)
23
24                 MS. MAAS:  All right.  Thank you,
25 Madame Chair. Members of the Council.  For the record
26 my name is Lisa Maas and I'll be presenting a summary
27 of the analysis for Wildlife Proposal -- oh, boy, oh
28 18-53B, which begins on Page 121 of your meeting book.
29
30                 Wildlife Proposal 18-53B was submitted
31 by the Eastern Interior Council and requests that the
32 new season in Unit 25B be extended to October 7th.  The
33 proponent states that a longer season is needed to ease
34 meat care due to warmer falls and to provide additional
35 opportunity for Federally-qualified subsistence users.
36
37                 Moose population data in Unit 25B is
38 lacking.  New surveys within Yukon Charley National
39 Preserve and surrounding units indicate a low density
40 stable moose population with high bull/cow ratios. 
41 While uncertain, household surveys indicate moose
42 harvest from northern Unit 25B is very low, about five
43 to 12 moose per year.  Reported moose harvest for Unit
44 25B averages 31 moose per year.  Although most of the
45 reported harvest is by non-local hunters.  Local
46 hunters, which for this analysis were residents of Unit
47 25A, 25D, 25B and Eagle account for 28 percent of the
48 reported harvest on average.  Most of the reported
49 harvest occurs in mid-September with only 17 percent
50
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1 occurring during the fourth week of September, on
2 average.
3
4                 Adoption of this proposal would provide
5 Federally-qualified users with additional harvest
6 opportunity in early October which may ease meat care
7 issues associated with higher fall temperatures.
8
9                 The amount of competition and harvest

10 pressure resulting from this proposal is contingent
11 upon Proposal WP18-53A and whether or not a C&T
12 determination is adopted for moose in Unit 25B.
13
14                 There are minimal conservation concerns
15 due to the bulls only harvest restriction, high
16 bull/cow ratios in southern Unit 25B,very low harvest
17 pressure in northern Unit 25B, and historically low
18 harvest during the end of September.
19
20                 The OSM preliminary conclusion is to
21 support Proposal WP18-53B. 
22
23                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
26 questions.
27
28                 (No comments)
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Tribal
31 consultation.
32
33                 MR. LIND:  Madame Chair.  Council
34 members.  There was no discussion on this proposal
35 during consultation.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thank
38 you.  Agency comments, ADF&G.
39
40                 MS. PARKER MCNEILL:  Thank you, Madame
41 Chair. For the record my name is Doreen Parker McNeill
42 with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.
43
44                 Hunting during the rut could disrupt
45 breeding but this effect would likely be very low
46 because we expect that hunter participation would be
47 very low.
48
49                 The Department is neutral on this
50
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1 proposal because it is allocative in nature.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
4 questions.
5
6                 (No comments)
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thanks,
9 Doreen.

10
11                 Any Federal agency comments.
12
13                 (No comments)
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Or tribal
16 agency comments.
17
18                 (No comments)
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any advisory
21 group comments.
22
23                 (No comments)
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Summary of
26 written public comments.
27
28                 MS. WESSELS:  OSM did not receive any
29 public comments -- written public comments.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We
32 have some people that want to testify and is there some
33 others on line that would like to testify, just
34 identify yourselves please.
35
36                 MR. PETER:  Yes, my name is Walter
37 Peter.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, Walter,
40 I'll call on you after.....
41
42                 MR. PETER:  I want to.....
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....I get --
45 I have two here.  Okay.  I got you listed.
46
47                 MR. PETER:  Okay, thank you.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  James Kelly.
50
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1                 And after James will be Paul.
2
3                 MR. KELLY:  Okay.  Good morning, my
4 name is James Kelly, Natural Resource Director for CATG
5 based in Ft. Yukon.
6
7                 With regard to WP18-53B, I had to
8 really put a lot of thought into this because the area
9 is a little different from 25D, and it's -- and I have

10 hunted in 25B on the Porcupine side and during those
11 times of a lot of things I noticed, you know, my cousin
12 and I would go to Cane village (ph) and make our camp
13 there and hunt from there and there were a lot of times
14 we didn't see nothing, not even tracks, fresh tracks,
15 so that would be usually about the second week in
16 September and after spending usually like five, six or
17 seven days in Cane Village area hunting, we'd then head
18 back home and we noticed that closer to home, around
19 Ft. Yukon, the moose were moving better, so that tells
20 us right there that the moose may be moving later in
21 those other areas, 25B.  And I think the -- like I said
22 I can support October 7 but I also am looking to be
23 neutral and, you know, I know a lot of times people
24 would view it as saying it might promote wanton waste
25 but if it does not pass, I think there's -- you know it
26 doesn't raise any issues for me as a hunter in those
27 areas, but I can't speak to the other 25C, I think
28 those people have needs that need to be addressed.  So
29 if this passed for extending those seasons to meet
30 their needs in that subunit I think I could support it.
31
32                 I don't think a lot of people hunt up
33 on the Porcupine, but in the Black River area, or what
34 they call Teedraanjik, now, a lot of people hunt on
35 those areas and they may face similar, you know,
36 changes like what we see hunting on the other side in
37 the Porcupine water shed.  So at this time I'm -- like
38 I said I'd like to remain neutral but understanding
39 that residents in 25C do have issues that might have
40 been brought about because access might be one of those
41 issues.
42
43                 So with that I'll say I partially
44 support it but at the same time I'll stay neutral.  I
45 can't oppose it at this time. So with that I'd just
46 like to say that's my comments and I appreciate this
47 opportunity.
48
49                 Thank you. 
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
2 questions.
3
4                 MR. GLANZ:  I got one.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
7
8                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah, James, it looks like
9 on October 7th and actually my times when I'm in Ft.

10 Yukon, after about October 26th, 27th, nobody's going
11 on the rivers anyway, especially the Black, you know, I
12 mean I don't even see.....
13
14                 MR. KELLY:  Yeah.
15
16                 MR. GLANZ:  .....like you say, I'm
17 neutral on it too as far as -- I mean that's just my
18 comment.  I mean it's very seldom the ice is -- is not
19 there by October -- October 1st, really, I mean -- I
20 don't know how you'd transport, there's not enough snow
21 for the snowmachines and there's not enough water for a
22 boat, so, you know.
23
24                 MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  I can remember back,
25 I think it was 9/11 when it was so warm that we didn't
26 see any moose really moving around until like right
27 toward the end of September so October 7th would have
28 been ideal in that situation but we have to really look
29 at climate change, the impact it has and, you know,
30 that's one of the things I always keep in mind.  But I
31 think October 1st is still a good cutoff for our area. 
32 But in those other areas, you know, I would have to
33 support their opinion about, you know, getting what
34 they need and if it means extending then I think they
35 will have our support.
36
37                 So with that, thank you.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
40 questions.
41
42                 (No comments)
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
45 On line, we're hearing paper shuffling, if you could
46 press mute, that's *6.
47
48                 The next one -- how, do you say that?
49
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  Herbert.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Paul Herbert.
4
5                 MR. BASSICH:  I think he left.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, did he
8 leave.
9

10                 MR. BASSICH:  I think I saw him leave.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, okay,
13 well, that's too bad.
14
15                 Shannon Guthrie.
16
17                 So introduce yourself.
18
19                 MS. GUTHRIE:  Hello.  My name is
20 Shannon Guthrie. I'm from Beaver.  I'm in 10th grade.
21
22                 I'm glad to have this opportunity to
23 come to this meeting.  I would like to thank you guys
24 for letting us youth have the opportunity to let us --
25 what -- sorry -- to come to this meeting.  I would like
26 to thank you guys for letting us have this opportunity
27 and let us have this experience.
28
29                 The youth is the next generation.
30
31                 Think about it.
32
33                 Us, youth, is going to be sitting where
34 you guys are going to be sitting -- where you guys are
35 sitting now.  So it is great that you guys are giving
36 us the experience now.  I really believe that I have
37 learned lots.  Just a year and a half ago I had this
38 dream of being a Council member.  I always thought
39 about being the Chief.
40
41                 I believe that this meeting is
42 important to me and my village because a lot of the
43 people who live in Beaver rely on substance [sic]
44 living.
45
46                 I want to be on record opposing the
47 extension of the hunting season date in Unit 25 simply
48 because this would promote wanton waste.  We had a good
49 moose hunting season this year, this past year and we
50
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1 feel the moose population is coming back.  We need to
2 continue to manage it conservatively.
3
4                 Thank you. 
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You're
7 welcome.
8
9                 Any questions.

10
11                 Andy.
12
13                 MR. BASSICH:  Were you able to get a
14 moose?  Do you go moose hunting?
15
16                 MS. GUTHRIE:  Yes, I do, but, no, I did
17 not get one this year.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Do you hunt with family
20 members or what's your -- I'm just kind of curious, I'd
21 like to know what some of the youth are doing right
22 now.  So in your community does your family hunt
23 together or do you have other people that you like to
24 go hunting with, and, then where do you hunt, do you
25 like to go with boats or are you able to hunt close to
26 your village?
27
28                 MS. GUTHRIE:  I usually just go with my
29 cousins.  There's like four of us, we go on
30 fourwheeler.  Yeah.
31
32                 MR. BASSICH:  And are you able to get
33 moose close to your community or do you have to go
34 fairly far?
35
36                 MS. GUTHRIE:  We got to go pretty far,
37 a couple miles, like seven miles, six miles.
38
39                 MR. WOODRUFF:  That's close.
40
41                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah.
42
43                 MR. BASSICH:  And I'm just curious as
44 well, do you have a lot of people from outside your
45 community also hunting in that area or is it mostly
46 just the people from Beaver that hunt fairly close? 
47 I'm wondering if there's much competition from other
48 hunters, from other people around the state or Ft.
49 Yukon or coming up river to hunt?
50
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1                 MS. GUTHRIE:  I think -- I believe it's
2 just us Beaver residents that just hunt around.
3
4                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay, thank you.  Thanks
5 for testifying.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  You
8 remind me of a young girl from Mentasta who was asked
9 at Tok Native Association what she wanted to be when

10 she grew up and she said President of the United
11 States.
12
13                 (Laughter)
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You remind me
16 of her.  Good job.
17
18                 Okay.  Next would be.....
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  Is that a fact?
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh?
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  Is that a fact?
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That is a
27 fact.  Would you think I would tell you a BS story.
28
29                 (Laughter)
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Excuse me.
32
33                 MR. BASSICH:  No, hearing that there
34 are no such things as facts anymore so I'm just
35 wondering if that was a fact.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, gosh,
38 don't challenge me on that one because I don't believe
39 in lying.
40
41                 (Laughter)
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right.
44
45                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Is there anybody on
46 line.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, that's
49 what I was getting to when I heard that.
50
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1                 (Laughter)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's Walter,
4 right.
5
6                 MS. WESSELS:  Yes, he's.....
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Walter, on
9 line you're next.

10
11                 MR. PETER:  My name is Walter Peter, I
12 live in Ft. Yukon.  I've lived and hunted here all my
13 life.
14
15                 From my experience, moose hunting
16 usually ending the 25th of September.  We don't even
17 hunt even after those dates, it's -- the moose are in
18 pretty poor shape.  You know, over the years I've been
19 hunting, you know, I like to get my moose early, after
20 -- anywhere from the 1st of September to the 15th of
21 September just because I like to -- you know, I like to
22 get good healthy meat.  You know the subsistence
23 hunter, you know, this is what I feed my family, even
24 that October 1st date is really late.
25
26                 You know from what I see it really
27 promotes overhunting from what I see, you know.
28
29                 That's my point of view.
30
31                 You know people might see it
32 differently but I've been hunting in this country for
33 over 30 years so, you know, it seems like the moose rut
34 just about the same time as the usually do, and if it's
35 cold at the end of August, that's really
36 (indiscernible) it triggers these moose into rut, you
37 know, it seems like to me, you know, I've hunted moose
38 as late as September 19th and 20th and I see those
39 moose are pretty run down and they couldn't even -- you
40 know, they got a belly full of water and they start to
41 smell a lot.  And, you know, I just want to speak about
42 against this extending the moose season into October
43 7th, I really think it's wrong.  So many people are
44 (indiscernible) there's people looking for a big set of
45 antlers.
46
47                 There might be one or two good moose
48 out there but, you know, the rest are pretty much all
49 run down and I just wanted to make that clear and thank
50
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1 you for your testimony and comment.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any questions
4 of Walter.
5
6                 (No comments)
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Thank
9 you, Walter.

10
11                 Any other testimony on line.
12
13                 (No comments)
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, I'm
16 ready.
17
18                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to adopt Proposal
19 WP18-53B.
20
21                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second it.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Were you
24 going to -- Don.
25
26                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
27 I brought this up last spring for the Council.  I've
28 been getting a lot of input from the locals about
29 seasonal change and caring for meat and that's why I
30 put this proposal in.  I don't have a connoisseur or
31 gourmet kitchen, so when I get a moose that's what I'm
32 going to eat, it doesn't matter what time of the year
33 in the fall that I get it.  If you take care of your
34 meat and you don't let the hide touch the meat in the
35 late fall the meat doesn't taste bad because the moose
36 happens to be doing a little rutting.  Preferably if
37 they swim across the river that's the best time.
38
39                 (Laughter)
40
41                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you, Madame Chair.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
46 I'm really torn on this one having heard some of the
47 testimony from some of the people in the region and
48 Virgil's pointing out the paragraph earlier in one of
49 the proposals as to the effects of possible harvest on
50
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1 moose late in the season when they're into the rut.  So
2 with that new information I'm rethinking my support for
3 this.
4
5                 I would love to see a little bit later
6 season, personally, because I deal with that very issue
7 that Don just talked about, and that's late in the
8 season, it's staying warmer, it's harder to hang meat
9 so it means you got to take care of your meat and get

10 it into a freezer or do something with it earlier.  So
11 I'm really struggling with that.  But I also recognize
12 that the impacts of what Virgil pointed out, and then
13 hearing from public testimony from other people.
14
15                 So I think I'm going to be in
16 opposition to this.
17
18                 I don't think it's so much a
19 conservation concern, other than the fact that if it
20 does affect potential breeding success then it could,
21 in the future, become a conservation concern.  So, you
22 know, it's not a strong conservation concern but it has
23 the potential, and I'm not sure how quickly you could
24 react to that if it did become an issue in some of
25 these areas.
26
27                 You know, as I said times are changing
28 and climate change is really on my mind a lot and this
29 would really help in some respects but I think it has
30 the possibility of actually doing more harm than good
31 in the long run so I think I'm going to have to go with
32 my gut and go against it even though I know it would
33 benefit me personally, tremendously.
34
35                 I've just got to think about the future
36 so I'm going to vote against it, Madame Chair.
37
38                 Thank you. 
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
41 discussion.
42
43                 Bill.
44
45                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah. I would guesstimate
46 probably out of 25B, I've probably taken 24 or 25 moose
47 in my lifetime and generally by about September 26th I
48 got to get home because there's ice flow in that river
49 and it's flowing pretty good.  I've tried to get my
50
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1 boat out of the water in Circle there and get stuck and
2 have had to get somebody to tow me up the ramp. I don't
3 believe it's going to have that much of an effect,
4 because most people aren't going to be out there after
5 September 25th or 26th.
6
7                 But that's just my feelings on it so
8 I'm in support of this.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Others.
11
12                 Virgil.
13
14                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay, I've listened to
15 what the other Council members have said and I -- you
16 know, most of you know I'm a hunting guide and I guide
17 for moose and what Bill just got through saying is the
18 case in probably the majority of the time in this area
19 and I know what it's like to get stuck in the ice and I
20 do -- I've read the entire Staff report in the book on
21 this proposal, I seriously doubt if there would be a
22 half a dozen people that would actually go hunting for
23 the moose and so that would be biologically
24 insignificant and I am involved in meat processing.  I
25 learned about taking care of meat when I was just a
26 little kid from my grandparents who were farmers and
27 raised pigs and cows and chickens and ducks and grew
28 all the feed for them.  I killed my first cow, plain
29 old beef cow when I was 10 years old, I shot it.  But
30 anyway I don't think it would be biologically
31 insignificant if a person or two that takes good care
32 of the meat harvests one of these moose and because of
33 the high bull/cow ratio I don't think it would really
34 be a conservation issue.
35
36                 And that is what the Department's
37 recommendation is, so I'm going to be in support of
38 this proposal.
39
40                 Madame Chair. 
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andrew.
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  Throwing me on the fence,
45 uh, end of the bus.
46
47                 (Laughter)
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Under the
50
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1 bus.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  Pushing me off the fence
4 then.
5
6                 (Laughter)
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
9

10                 MR. FIRMIN:  I kind of feel both sides
11 of it, too.  And I know that, like Don said, when we
12 put in the other proposal, this one came up too, and
13 the same with the C&T, I think if the C&T passes this
14 would be -- this would do away with a lot of any
15 potential waste or overharvesting because it's -- even
16 with the -- it's at the hunter's discretion.  If you
17 see a big giant skinny bull you're probably not going
18 to shoot it, if you see a younger healthier one that's
19 -- I'm not going to go purposely shoot something to
20 waste it and with the C&T, if that was in place then
21 that would limit your number of users to people that
22 are actually living on the land, that actually didn't
23 get a moose or that don't like skinning moose in 90
24 degree sunshine with flies and misquotes buzzing all
25 over the place.  I'd rather wear my Carharts and have a
26 fire going, sorry, but I don't -- I don't see -- I've
27 shot moose in both early August and late in the fall
28 and the only difference that I notice is the fat
29 content in them.  The meat is just fine either way
30 after you hang them or, like you said, take care of
31 them, you don't -- as long as you're not dragging the
32 hide all over your meat then you don't get any of the
33 smell or flavor on them.  It's just how you care for
34 your meat.  And part of the caring for the meat is
35 having it being cold enough to be able to hang it.  You
36 can't hang meat like fish.
37
38                 But concerning the other one, I
39 probably will be in opposition of it just to go along
40 with our other -- until the C&T passes, and just to go
41 along -- coincide with the others, so all the seasons
42 match and closing at the same time.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill -- oh,
45 yeah, you -- sorry about that. 
46
47                 Don.
48
49                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I'd just like to say
50
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1 that we just passed the C&T and so unless the Board
2 declines it, which I really don't think they would.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lester, do
5 you have anything to add.
6
7                 MR. ERHART:  (Shakes head negatively)
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think I'll

10 add a little.
11
12                 I have to agree with Andrew a little
13 bit, that it would be nice to see things the -- the
14 seasons the same.  I don't see why we would vote to
15 extend the season on one and not the other, or vice
16 versa.  So -- and you heard the testimony, and I think
17 that's compelling.
18
19                 I think God's in charge of global
20 warming, not global warming and so that's my opinion.
21
22                 Sometimes I think that things are just
23 cyclic and weather -- and we all -- I think people have
24 learned to deal with the seasons that there are now. 
25 And I guess on a safety issue, I wouldn't like to see
26 people on the river trying to get a moose later when
27 it's pretty dangerous, some people might try to do it
28 because they're young and gung-ho and they're ready to
29 go.
30
31                 So I might have to have a show of hands
32 on this one, uh.
33
34                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Sure.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  
37
38                 MR. GLANZ:  Question.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
41 has been called for.  All in favor raise their hand.
42
43                 (COUNCIL MEMBERS RAISING HAND)
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Your hand is
46 rose [sic] over there.
47
48                 So that's four.
49
50
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1                 All opposed.
2
3                 Three.
4
5                 It passes, four to three.
6
7                 (Pause)
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, this

10 next one I got myself in a little difficulty -- it
11 needs to come up after lunch ladies because we had
12 people come and talk to us yesterday about when it was
13 going to happen and I suspected it was going to be
14 after lunch, so I would prefer -- and then people have
15 called me and talked to me about it, so I guess I'd
16 like to keep this one until lunch, after lunch, and
17 keep moving on.
18
19                 So the next one is WP18-34 extend the
20 lynx season one month in 24A.
21
22                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  What page?
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  On Page 461.
25
26                 Go ahead, Megan.
27
28                 MS. KLOSTERMAN:  All right, thank you. 
29 For the record this is Megan Klosterman.  So for WP18-
30 34, the proponent, Jack Reakoff of Wiseman, requests
31 that the lynx trapping season in Unit 24A be lengthened
32 by one month from November 1st through February 28th to
33 November 1st through March 31st.
34
35                 The proponent states that this proposal
36 would align the lynx and wolverine trapping seasons
37 which would limit incidental take of lynx while
38 targeting wolverine.
39
40                 Lynx populations fluctuate in tandem
41 with a lag of one to two years with snowshoe hare
42 population trends which peak every eight to 11 years. 
43 Snowshoe hare have what is known as a super peak or
44 abnormally high population spike every other peak
45 cycle.  Snowshoe hare are currently in a super peak
46 cycle with populations expected to crash within the
47 next two to three years.  Likewise lynx are also
48 expected to be reaching a super peak in the near
49 future.
50
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1                 In Unit 24 lynx harvest fluctuates with
2 this population cycle.
3
4                 This proposal would provide additional
5 harvest opportunity to Federally-qualified subsistence
6 users as the lynx population reaches a super peak stage
7 of the population cycle.
8
9                 This proposal would also align the lynx

10 and wolverine trapping seasons which would allow
11 Federally-qualified subsistence users to harvest lynx
12 and wolverine in the same trapline and reduce
13 incidental take of lynx out of season.
14
15                 So the OSM preliminary conclusion is to
16 support WP18-34 due to there being no indication of
17 conservation concerns pertaining to lynx in Unit 24A.
18
19                 Thank you. 
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
22 questions.
23
24                 (No comments)
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Tribal
27 consultation.
28
29                 MR. LIND:  Madame Chair and Council
30 members.  There was no discussion on this proposal.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Thank
33 you.  ADF&G comments.
34
35                 MS. PARKER MCNEILL:  Thank you, Madame
36 Chair. For the record my name is Doreen Parker McNeill
37 with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.
38
39                 The Department has not identified any
40 biological concerns for lynx population in 24A.  On
41 average 17 lynx are taken each year by hunters and
42 trappers in 24A.  Typically taken in small isolated
43 areas that provide better access.  The majority of Unit
44 20A [sic] receives little or no hunting or trapping
45 pressure for lynx.
46
47                 The Department is neutral on this
48 proposal.
49
50
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1                 The proposed change will not result in
2 a biological concern for the lynx population.  The
3 minimal additional harvest is expected to be within
4 sustainable limits, however, some potential exists that
5 trappers will be confused as State and Federal lynx
6 seasons in 24A become misaligned.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
9 questions.

10
11                 (No comments)
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thanks.
14
15                 Any Federal agency comments.
16
17                 (No comments)
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Tribal
20 comments.
21
22                 (No comments)
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Advisory
25 Groups.
26
27                 (No comments)
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
30 Regional Councils.  I guess Western Interior took this
31 up.
32
33                 (Pause)
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Megan, do you
36 know?
37
38                 MS. KLOSTERMAN:  I don't have that in
39 front of me.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Jack's the
42 Chair, I have a feeling it passed.
43
44                 (Pause)
45
46                 MS. MAAS:  Through the Chair.  Yes, the
47 Western Interior Council supported this proposal.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any Fish and
50
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1 Game Advisory Committees or Subsistence Resource
2 Commissions.
3
4                 (No comments)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Summary of
7 written public comment.
8
9                 MS. WESSELS:  We received no written

10 public comment.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any public
13 testimony.  
14
15                 (No comments)
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
18
19                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to adopt Proposal
20 18-34.
21
22                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Discussion.
25
26                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I'll speak to the
27 motion.  We've been told there's no biological issues
28 with this.  The proposer wishes to have the lynx and
29 wolverine season close at the same time so that he
30 won't have to turn over incidental take of lynx and he
31 also states that the hare population is increasing and
32 so as a result of that lynx population is also going to
33 increase.
34
35                 Madame Chair. 
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any others.
38
39                 Andy.
40
41                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
42 I recognize that, I agree with the comments of Virgil. 
43 However, I just want to point out that once something's
44 in regulation it's going to go far beyond any cyclic
45 highs and lows of rabbits and lynx and recognize -- I
46 think it's just important to have that on the record,
47 that we recognize we're not -- we're not going to
48 support a proposal just because an upcoming high peak
49 is there to take advantage of it, we have to recognize
50
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1 as a  Council that this is a longterm regulation
2 that'll be in place and it'll be subject to highs and
3 lows, but there shouldn't probably be any biological
4 concern.  That's just the normal highs and lows of
5 these particular species.
6
7                 Thank you, Madame Chair. 
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, I might

10 add that lynx follow the rabbit cycle so their
11 opportunity of taking them will be less lynx available.
12
13                 MR. BASSICH:  Right.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And when Fish
16 and Game said the conflicting seasons, a lot of that
17 24A is Federal land, more -- the State is a little more
18 off the beaten path.  But that is something to think
19 about.
20
21                 And I will say as a skin sewer for 36
22 years, lynx taken in March are much prettier, they're
23 more silvery because of the daylight I believe, but the
24 -- you know the brown ones in early season, that's when
25 it should be closed in my opinion because they're
26 hardly -- they're not as beautiful and nice to work
27 with.
28
29                 MR. ERHART:  It should.....
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You push that
32 mic and speak.
33
34                 (Laughter)
35
36                 MR. ERHART:  It should be opened in
37 December, I think.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
40
41                 MR. ERHART:  Yeah, around
42 Christmastime.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah. 
45 They're so brown otherwise, yeah, I agree.
46
47                 Any other comments or discussion.
48
49                 Bill.
50
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1                 MR. GLANZ:  Question.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The question
4 has been called for.  All in favor say aye.
5
6                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
9 opposed.

10
11                 One.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You should
14 have had some discussion on record -- no need, uh.
15
16                 Okay. 
17
18                 One opposed, but the motion passes.
19
20                 Next, we're going to do a special
21 action request, is that right?
22
23                 After all of the proposals we're
24 waiting for 56, for lunch, so let's do that, special
25 action request.
26
27                 (No microphone on)
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're going
30 to do the special action request next.
31
32                 MS. MAAS:  Yes, thanks.  And does the
33 Council have copies of the actual request.  I think
34 that should be in your supplemental material packet, if
35 not, there's some on the back table I can grab.
36
37                 (Pause)
38
39                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, it's not in the books
40 but I'm not sure if it was.....
41
42                 MS. WESSELS:  It's supplemental.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Let me
45 look real quick.
46
47                 MS. WESSELS:  It's not in the
48 supplemental.
49
50
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1                 (Council talking - no microphones on)
2
3                 (Pause)
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I was at the
6 meeting so I would have the paperwork from there and
7 now I can't find it.
8
9                 Go ahead.

10
11                 MS. MAAS:  All right, thank you, Madame
12 Chair.  For the record my name is Lisa Maas and I'll be
13 presenting Wildlife Special Action Request 17-05.
14
15                 Temporary Special Action Request WSA17-
16 05 was submitted by Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge and
17 requests that the harvest limit be increased from one
18 caribou to up to two caribou and that the Tetlin
19 National Wildlife Refuge manager in consultation with
20 the Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve
21 superintendent, Alaska Department of Fish and Game area
22 biologist and Chairs of the Eastern Interior Regional
23 Advisory Council and Upper Tanana Fortymile Fish and
24 Game Advisory Committee be delegated authority to set
25 the harvest limit for the to be announced winter
26 caribou season in Unit 12 remainder for the 2017/18
27 regulatory year.
28
29                 The proponent states that delegating
30 authority to set the caribou harvest limit for the
31 2017/18 regulatory year will promote collaborative
32 management of the hunt and provide additional
33 subsistence hunting opportunities as the Nelchina Herd
34 currently exceeds State population objectives.
35
36                 The proponent also states that the
37 Mentasta Caribou Herd will be monitored and proposes
38 several additional precautions to minimize harvest from
39 this small caribou herd.
40
41                 As much of this information has already
42 been presented in Wildlife Proposal 18-54, I will just
43 briefly touch on the relevant information.
44
45                 In 2016 the Board approved special
46 action WSA16-06 to increase the caribou harvest limit
47 for the 2016/17 winter season from one to two caribou. 
48 And Wildlife Proposal 18-54, which the Council just
49 supported, proposes changes almost identical to this
50
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1 special action request.
2
3                 Again, the Nelchina Caribou Herd has
4 exceeded State management objectives since 2010 and if
5 herd numbers are not reduced the range quality and
6 long-term herd stability may be compromised.  This
7 small Mentasta Herd intermingles with Nelchina Caribou
8 in Unit 12 remainder during the winter.  The Nelchina
9 Herd population is primarily controlled by harvest. 

10 All caribou harvest from Unit 12 remainder occurs in
11 winter under Federal regulations and has ranged from
12 zero to 71 caribou per year since 1998.  Some
13 incidental harvest of Mentasta Caribou may occur while
14 hunting for Nelchina Caribou.  Adopting this request
15 would increase management flexibility and the ability
16 to quickly respond to changing conditions, such as the
17 over abundance of Nelchina Caribou, which is currently
18 posing conservation concerns.  It would also provide
19 additional harvest opportunity for Federally-qualified
20 subsistence users.  While some incidental take of
21 Mentasta caribou may occur, the likelihood of this is
22 small.
23
24                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
27 questions.
28
29                 (No comments)
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Next. 
32 I got to go through this, right.
33
34                 MS. WESSELS:  No, this is not a
35 proposal.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is not a
38 proposal.
39
40                 MS. WESSELS:  This is a special action
41 request.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's a
44 special action request, so procedurally I guess I want
45 to make sure.  She's telling me I don't have to go
46 through all of this.
47
48                 MS. MAAS:  Ah, no.
49
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  I thought you don't.
2
3                 MS. MAAS:  I mean we have tribal
4 comments, we have SRC comments.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
7
8                 REPORTER:  Turn on your mic.
9

10                 MS. MAAS:  You still have to.....
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So Staff is
13 not quite in agreement here but I would think that we
14 have to go through all of this.
15
16                 MR. BASSICH:  Let's just do it.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  It's
19 so simple.  And I have a report from what happened at
20 the hearing in Tok.  There was a hearing two nights
21 ago.
22
23                 MR. BASSICH:  Let's just do it.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We're
26 just going to do it.
27
28                 Was there any tribal consultation.
29
30                 MR. LIND:  Madame Chair.  Council
31 members.  There was tribal consultation and we did have
32 Jamie from Northway but you've already heard her
33 comments.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  She's here so
36 -- Jamie, can we take you up on the -- next.
37
38                 JAMIE:  What time - (no microphone).
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's do
41 ADF&G, then Federal, then I'll have Jamie come up on
42 tribal.
43
44                 Agency comments.
45
46                 Alaska Department of Fish and Game.
47
48                 Now, that might be Frank from
49 Glennallen, I don't know, are you on.  *6.
50
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1                 MR. BUTLER:  If Frank's not on I can
2 cover this one, Madame Chair, this is Lem Butler in
3 Juneau.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right, go
6 ahead, Lem.
7
8                 MR. BUTLER:  Yeah, I think you heard a
9 good outline of what the concerns are in this area.

10
11                 We're currently opposed to this
12 proposal as a preliminary position.  Our concerns are
13 not for the Nelchina Herd in its current status, it's
14 actually associated with the Mentasta Herd and being
15 able to regulate harvest in-season.  We do understand
16 that, again, the Nelchina Herd is in excess of its
17 objective, we do want additional harvest at this point
18 in time, but population sizes fluctuate over time so
19 that's one consideration, but, again, the concern is
20 for in-season management relative to the Mentasta Herd,
21 given its population size.  We're under the impression
22 there are only six radio collars currently in that
23 herd.  So we recommend that the number of collars be
24 increased to better monitor that herd.
25
26                 We also recommend that communities in
27 Unit 13 also be considered relative to any consultation
28 that happens if there is a delegation of authority to
29 the Refuge.  Again, it's a pretty important subsistence
30 resource in Unit 13 and we think those communities
31 should have a say, again, given that population sizes
32 change over time and the Nelchina Herd likely won't
33 always have the abundance it currently has.
34
35                 Thank you, Madame Chair. 
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
38 questions.
39
40                 (No comments)
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have some.
43
44                 Lem, this was done last year and did
45 Fish and Game oppose it then?
46
47                 MR. BUTLER:  To our knowledge there was
48 no comment opportunity so we don't have any record.  We
49 did look into that.
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 251

1                 MS. MAAS:  Through the Chair.  There
2 was a public hearing and there were area biologists at
3 the public hearing but I can't recall if they gave an
4 official position last year at the public hearing.
5
6                 MR. BUTLER:  That's correct.  There are
7 no written comments, just to clarify what I was
8 referring to.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lem, having
11 been in the area a long time, I'm confused.  Because
12 the Department's worked with the Refuge before this
13 Staff, for many years, and it's been open and they seem
14 to all work together and this is coming from Juneau,
15 and I'm a bit confused.
16
17                 MR. BUTLER:  Well, it's always
18 confusing when it comes from Juneau perhaps.  But, no,
19 again, our concerns are relative to the Mentasta Herd
20 and trying to regulate harvest when that population --
21 so it's the smaller population that the concern would
22 be associated with,and we do understand that there has
23 been opportunity in the past relative to this area but
24 we just have the cautionary flag, again, particularly,
25 increase in the bag limit relative to the small size of
26 the herd, and it's just probably a difficult situation
27 to harvest in-season -- or to manage in-season, based
28 on our experience.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well,
31 yesterday we had Tetlin Refuge Staff, the biologist,
32 state how they fly that all the time and that the
33 actual ratio of caribou could be 60-to-one and in the
34 harvest management program they talk about 20-to-one
35 and there's such limited harvest, and I'm concerned
36 about the Mentasta Caribou Herd too, but I think just
37 not shooting cows in that herd -- or in that hunt would
38 all that needs to be done.
39
40                 Can you speak to that?
41
42                 MR. BUTLER:  I can't elaborate any more
43 than I have, I guess.  It's the mixing ratios that are
44 important to monitor and it does take quite a bit of an
45 effort to keep track of things.  Obviously the time of
46 the Nelchina migration is variable, we've even seen
47 them reverse course, move up into Unit 12 and then
48 reverse back to Unit 13, at different periods of time
49 they've stayed exclusively in Unit 13, other points in
50
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1 time they've migrated into Canada.
2
3                 So, again, our concern is relative to
4 how effective the management can be for the Mentasta
5 Herd.  I think.....
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you guys
8 planning on doing any new work?
9

10                 MR. BUTLER: Not to my knowledge, no,
11 it's a small herd that -- we -- we've not issued
12 permits for hunt in that area because of the concerns
13 relative to the Mentasta so this is consistent with how
14 we've viewed that area.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So you're
17 looking at it as a State perspective of all the land is
18 open or are you looking at it as just the Federal land
19 being open?
20
21                 MR. BUTLER: We're looking at it purely
22 as is the hunt manageable relative to the population
23 size.  And to be quite frank we're having internal
24 discussions on how to proceed with the Mentasta Herd
25 management into the future.  It's been small for a
26 fairly significant period of time now and that is a
27 topic that has been proposed as a discussion topic
28 internally.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, based
31 on the discussion, I was at a meeting with the Park
32 Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service and the BLM
33 down in Glennallen the day before our SRC meeting, I
34 think it was the 25th of September and there was a lot
35 of discussion about this, and collaring caribou.
36
37                 So I'm hopeful that you guys are going
38 to be working together on this.
39
40                 MR. BUTLER:  If there's a hunt in the
41 area we would like that too, yes, very much so.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Well,
44 it was really neat for me to attend that meeting
45 because the superintendent is pushing for a
46 collaborative work to work on the three herds in the
47 Park which would include the Nelchinas.
48
49                 So, okay, any other questions.
50
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1                 Andrew.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  Where does the White
4 Mountain Herd play into this, I just don't see it
5 mentioned.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  White
8 Mountain is different.
9

10                 These.....
11
12                 MR. FIRMIN:  But I thought they were
13 mostly absorbed by the Fortymile Herd.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're talking
16 about the Nelchinas.
17
18                 MR. FIRMIN:  I thought you were talking
19 about the Fortymile.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Nelchinas
22 come into the Refuge so we're talking.....
23
24                 MR. FIRMIN:  Oh, okay.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....about
27 the Nelchinas.
28
29                 MR. FIRMIN:  I'm sorry, I was thinking
30 this was a different one that's why I was looking on
31 the map here.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  These
34 are Nelchina and then Mentastas are the ones that
35 intermingle when they migrate through this time of
36 year, which they're doing right now.
37
38                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay, thank you.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.   That
41 was Fish and Game.  Other agency comments.
42
43                 (Pause)
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Welcome
46 again.
47
48                 MR. BAYLESS:  Madame Chair.  Shawn
49 Bayless, Tetlin Refuge manager.
50
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1                 We kicked this horse pretty good
2 yesterday so I'm not going to repeat what was mentioned
3 yesterday.
4
5                 The one thing I would like to do is
6 fill in a couple of unknown gaps based on the
7 conversations we just had about the consultation with
8 the State last year and this year.
9

10                 Preliminarily last year and this year
11 we did it the same way, I consulted with both area
12 biologists and there wasn't a concern at that time,
13 that was back in August, I think, when we put this
14 together, maybe September -- yeah, and I'd also point
15 out that at that SRC meeting, I attended that as well,
16 and Tom Rinaldi had -- he called in and he participated
17 in that meeting as well and he didn't raise any
18 concerns at that time, so there has been consultation
19 with the State both years.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
22
23                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  Shawn, sounds
24 like the biggest concern on this is the possibility of
25 harvesting Mentasta caribou, how confident are you in
26 being able to monitor or what's the timeliness of
27 getting harvest reporting or how closely can you
28 monitor the hunt, and then on top of that a second
29 question would be, how quickly can you close a hunt
30 down if you see that the mixing is too much or that
31 there is an impact on the Mentasta.
32
33                 MR. BAYLESS:  Through the Chair.
34
35                 We take this concern very seriously. 
36 We have always, and we continue to take this concern
37 regarding the Mentasta Herd very seriously.  When the
38 caribou are moving through the Refuge or when they're
39 on the Refuge I fly it at least twice a week
40 personally.  When and if we reach that mixing ratio we
41 can shut it down immediately, within 24 hours.  So if
42 there is more than 20-to-one ratio and that's -- again,
43 realizing, of course, that there are very few collars
44 out there, but when we do start hearing Mentasta
45 caribou on the air we can shut it down within 24 hours. 
46 Or if there is a group of caribou with one or two,
47 somewhere localized along the highway we can shut that
48 portion down, locally.  So we have a lot of
49 flexibility.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You might --
2 I asked at the meeting for that hearing, two days ago,
3 to Nate, for some information on harvest of this hunt
4 and he actually provided me -- I'm sorry, but I got a
5 lot on my plate so I just saw this and I kept it, and
6 from what I see, maybe Nate wants to report on it, I
7 don't know.
8
9                 But from '94 to 2016, it's short, there

10 was a three year period that it wasn't open, '95, '96
11 and '97, other than that that season has been open and
12 in the short report that I'm seeing here it's a limited
13 harvest.  The high is 71, I think we talked about that
14 yesterday, and an average.....
15
16                 MR. BAYLESS:  That's correct.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....of.....
19
20                 MR. BAYLESS:  An average of 28.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....28. 
23 Okay.  I just wanted to see how -- I wanted to see if
24 it was ever not opened and there was three years that
25 it was not open.
26
27                 MR. BAYLESS:  And additionally I might
28 add, and maybe Barbara can correct me if I'm wrong but
29 we have never harvested a collared Mentasta caribou
30 although we have harvested several Nelchina collared
31 caribou, but never a Mentasta collared caribou.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, and I
34 think I asked Nate about, what, was it last year, was
35 it six, and there were three cows, yeah.  And I guess
36 that's my thing, is it would be nice, for me, maybe
37 it's the female in me, protect the cows.
38
39                 Okay. 
40
41                 Any other questions.
42
43                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
46
47                 MR. BASSICH:  I was just wondering on
48 these collars, do you put a big M on one and a big N on
49 the other one.
50
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1                 (Laughter)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, gosh.
4
5                 MR. BAYLESS: No, they have discreet
6 frequencies for one thing so I have two different sets
7 of frequencies I listen for.  But the unradio-collared
8 ones, just a collar, they do have a discreet number,
9 but I don't know that they're different color or I'm

10 not sure.
11
12                 That might not be a bad idea, we can
13 just tell people to avoid the pink ones or red ones or
14 whatever.
15
16                 (Laughter)
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It sounds
19 like you need to do some collaring between the Park
20 Service and the -- by everybody involved, the managers.
21
22                 Any other questions.
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  Bright orange.
25
26                 MR. BAYLESS:  That's probably a good
27 idea, glow in the dark.
28
29                 (Laughter)
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  All
32 right, thanks.
33
34                 Are there any -- this is -- oh, Jamie,
35 this is tribal comments.
36
37                 MS. MARUNDE:  Jamie Marunde from
38 Northway, and speaking on behalf of Northway Village
39 Council.  Like Shawn said, I think we kind of beat this
40 horse to death so we're okay with two and we would like
41 to be added as a consulting party in that list.
42
43                 That's all I got for you guys.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thanks.
46
47                 Advisory groups.
48
49                 (No comments)
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Other
2 Regional Councils.
3
4                 (No comments)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Fish and Game
7 and Subsistence Resource Commissions.
8
9                 MS. MAAS:  Southcentral Council

10 addressed this special action request, I don't know if
11 anyone has that information available.
12
13                 MS. CELLARIUS:  I don't think they
14 actually voted.
15
16                 I believe they had a briefing on this
17 but I'm not sure they took any action on this proposal.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Maybe
20 somebody heard that out on the phone and they can let
21 us know.
22
23                 Barbara go ahead -- well, actually I do
24 want to say at that meeting, at the hearing, Blake
25 Wilson, the Chair of the local AC, they're in support,
26 of the two.
27
28                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: No brainer.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yep.
31
32                 Barbara.
33
34                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Thank you, Madame
35 Chair.  So the SRC took this up.  They support the
36 special action request with modification to include
37 consultation with affected tribes and the Ahtna Inter-
38 Tribal Resource Commission in the process of exercising
39 the delegation of authority.  Increasing the harvest
40 limit provides for flexibility when the herd size
41 allows, creating additional opportunity for other --
42 for Federal subsistence users.  The limit of two
43 caribou is similar to that in other Federal areas,
44 including consultation with tribes is an important part
45 of the government to government relationship.
46
47                 And that concludes their comment.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
50
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1 questions.
2
3                 (No comments)
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
6 written public comments.
7
8                 MS. WESSELS:  No.....
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Is
11 there any public testimony.
12
13                 (No comments)
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is there
16 anybody in Tok on line.
17
18                 (No comments)
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  They're
21 supposed to have it on down there.
22
23                 (No comments)
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
26
27                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Move to adopt
28 special action request FC 1202.
29
30                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  It's
33 been moved and seconded.
34
35                 Discussion.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
38
39                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, I think we've had
40 a pretty.....
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.....
43
44                 MR. BASSICH:  To try and keep.....
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil go
47 ahead.
48
49                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....good discussion on
50
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1 this already and basically we went through this same
2 thing yesterday. 
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, this is
5 just a special action request for this year.
6
7                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Right, I know it is,
8 but it's the same exact issue.....
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
11
12                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....is what it is and
13 so I reference all my comments from yesterday.
14
15                 Madame Chair. 
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, thank you.  I think
20 one of the concerns I had was possibly the incidental
21 harvest of Mentasta but I'm also hearing that the
22 Refuge feels confident in their ability to monitor that
23 and close the season down fairly good, call it in-
24 season management, or timely management, and so that
25 alleviates that concern for me.
26
27                 And I really -- actually I like the
28 ability for managers to be able to be adaptive and when
29 there is caribou populations that need to be harvested
30 at a greater extent for the better, long-term
31 survivability of that herd, I think that's good
32 management policy and I see this as giving that
33 opportunity.
34
35                 I also see this as being very
36 beneficial to the local Federally-qualified subsistence
37 users in the area and this will probably very greatly
38 improve their quality of life this winter if they can
39 get more caribou meat so I'm going to favor of this.
40
41                 Madame Chair. 
42
43                 Thank you. 
44
45                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I've got a question.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
48
49                 MR. UMPHENOUR: I have one question and
50
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1 that is the Chisana Caribou and the Mentasta Caribou
2 Herd are fairly close to each other so my question is,
3 do they ever intermingle?
4
5                 MS. CELLARIUS:  The Chisana Caribou are
6 mostly on the east side of the Nabesna River, the
7 Mentastas -- there's -- there's -- there might be some
8 sort of very outlying edges of the ranges where they
9 overlap but they aren't.....

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No.
12
13                 MS. CELLARIUS:  .....considered an
14 issue for.....
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No.
17
18                 MS. CELLARIUS:  .....this particular
19 hunt area.  And they are -- they are a different kind
20 of caribou.  It looks like you've got a picture of the
21 range map there.
22
23                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, through the Chair.  If
24 you refer to Page 143 of your meeting books, there is
25 maps of the different caribou herds in that area and so
26 the Chisana Herd.....
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Chisana.
29
30                 MS. MAAS:  Chisana Herd, apologies. 
31 There is slight overlap but the -- it doesn't really
32 extend into that hunt area, it's kind of just on
33 the.....
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  South.
36
37                 MS. MAAS:  Yeah, they're mostly south
38 of that winter pickerl trail which is the boundary of
39 the Unit 12 remainder hunt area.
40
41                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So that leads me to one
42 more question.  Have they ever been compared
43 genetically?
44
45                 MS. CELLARIUS:  There has been genetic
46 work done on the Chisana Herd and they are, whether you
47 call them a woodland herd or a mountain herd, they're
48 considered to be different than most of the other herds
49 in the state, the Chisana Herd is.  But there has been
50
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1 genetic work done and we could get that for you if
2 you're interested.
3
4                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you, Madame
5 Chair. 
6
7                 MR. BASSICH:  Question.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Question is

10 called for.  All in favor say aye.
11
12                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
15 opposed.
16
17                 (No opposing votes)
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Motion
20 passes.  And we did beat it.
21
22                 Okay. 
23
24                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Are we going to go to
25 lunch.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We could.  Do
28 you want to take up one more thing before lunch or do
29 you want to go to lunch and come back early.
30
31                 MS. WESSELS:  We need to do one more -
32 (no mic - whispering)
33
34                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Well, what do you got.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh?
37
38                 MR. WOODRUFF:  What do you got?
39
40                 (Cell phone ringing)
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What do you
43 got -- oh, my gosh, $5.
44
45                 (Laughter)
46
47                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  There goes his
48 lunch money.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.  $10
2 if you keep talking.
3
4                 Let's look at the agenda, there's a
5 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program next.
6
7                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, that will take
8 awhile.
9

10                 MR. BASSICH:  That might.....
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That will
13 take a while.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.
16
17                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I think it will and the
18 fish people aren't here.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Oh,
21 boy.....
22
23                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, but we need to say
24 something (no microphone).....
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We got to fix
27 this -- this -- uh?
28
29                 REPORTER:  You need to turn your
30 microphone on.
31
32                 MS. WESSELS:  People need to think over
33 lunch, you know what.....
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, yeah, the
36 next thing would be identify issues for the.....
37
38                 MS. WESSELS:  So they could.....
39
40                 REPORTER:  Microphone.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....next
43 annual report, but we cert -- when are we going to fix
44 the problem from the last one.
45
46                 MS. WESSELS:  At the same time (no
47 microphone).....
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  Can I say something.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
4
5                 MS. WESSELS:  Members of the Council,
6 through the Chair.  I hope that during the lunch time
7 you can think about the possible additions to the
8 annual report that we will be working on after lunch so
9 it's just not sprung on you, so think what subjects you

10 would like to add to the annual report this year when
11 we get to that discussion.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  And
14 the other thing is we like to just -- if something
15 comes up and somebody sees that there was an issue as
16 we went through all our proposal stuff, if you saw
17 something that needed to be in the annual report, you
18 might want to think about those.  A lot of times we'll
19 be going through the meeting, and, oh, that looks like
20 an annual report item.  But we haven't been identifying
21 them as we go here, so like she said if you think of
22 it.
23
24                 All right, I have a special thing to be
25 done here, is that your job.
26
27                 MS. WESSELS:  No.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Orville,
30 there's a presentation.
31
32                 MR. LIND:  Thank you, Madame Chair and
33 Council members.  I am honored to be able to give this
34 certification of appreciation to Mr. Andrew Firmin.
35
36                 He hails from Ft. Yukon and is a very
37 experienced subsistence hunter and fisherman.  Mr.
38 Firmin's grandfather, parents and local elders taught
39 him the customary and traditional uses of resources,
40 which he has been practicing for the last 30-plus
41 years.  He shares his tradition knowledge by
42 volunteering in the cultural youth camps and taking
43 youth with him into the field.  Mr. Firmin is also a
44 recognized leader and spokesperson for the Yukon Flats
45 and Eastern Interior region.
46
47                 He is currently the Secretary of the
48 Eastern Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory
49 Council and has served in this position as Vice Chair
50
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1 for the Council. Mr. Firmin also serves on the Yukon
2 River Panel with Canada, the Yukon Flats State Fish and
3 Game Advisory Committee, the Yukon River InterTribal
4 Fisheries Commission, the Yukon River Drainage
5 Fisheries Association and the Yukon Flats Cooperative
6 Moose Management Committee.
7
8                 Currently Mr. Firmin works as a Ft.
9 Yukon city manager.

10
11                 Again, it's my pleasure to recognize
12 Mr. Andrew Firmin for his 10 years of service on this
13 Council.
14
15                 And he is an excellent advocate for the
16 subsistence users of the Yukon Flats area and Gwichyaa
17 Zhee Gwich'in Tribe.
18
19                 With pleasure, if you folks would join
20 me in presenting Mr. Firmin with this certification.
21
22                 (Applause)
23
24                 MR. FIRMIN:  Thank you. 
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Ten years
27 already.
28
29                 MS. WESSELS:  Would you say something.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Would you
32 like to speak.
33
34                 MR. FIRMIN:  Thanks everybody. I guess
35 I remember, I think one of my first meetings I saw
36 somebody -- I remember Andy getting a five year award
37 10 years ago and I was I wonder if I'll be around long
38 enough to get one of those.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Because he
41 didn't get the five year because the five year wasn't
42 being given out or something like that.
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  Something like that, yeah,
45 it.....
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
48
49                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....it got skipped.  But
50
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1 anyway, thanks everybody.  Glad to be here.
2
3                 Thank you. 
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  You
6 missed yesterday, we had a moment of silence for two
7 deceased RAC members, one was Greg Roczicka and the
8 other one was Raymond Stoney from up north on the North
9 Slope, and I just wanted to say that I had the utmost

10 respect for Greg Roczicka.  I worked with Greg a lot
11 even when he was on the Board of Game, he is very, very
12 well missed, I mean only 62 years old, it's -- and I'm
13 older than that, it's like scary man.  He was just
14 awesome for all the users, he did a good job and he's
15 really going to be missed.  I thought the world of
16 Greg.
17
18                 And I was wondering, was Stoney, the
19 one with the beautiful white hair.
20
21                 MS. KENNER:   He did have white hair.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  They called
24 him Whitey.  Because there was one guy on 10 years ago
25 or longer, that he had beautiful white hair and they
26 called him Whitey, and I was wondering if it was him, I
27 forgot his name, uh-huh, I got the pleasure of meeting
28 that person so I hope he's still around.
29
30                 Alrighty.  I guess we can go to lunch
31 and be back at 1:00.  Okay.  Yeah, I'd like to get
32 going because I may have to leave here after 3:00 for
33 work, work.
34
35                 (Off record)
36
37                 (On record)
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Was Bill
40 right behind you, Andy.
41
42                 MR. BASSICH:  Pardon?
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You're hard
45 of hearing now, too?
46
47                 MR. BASSICH:  What?
48
49                 (Laughter)
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I tell you
2 what, it's been a real challenge to be on boards with
3 four or five people hard of hearing.
4
5                 Enough.
6
7                 MS. KENNER:  (Indiscernible) even
8 Council meetings.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, yeah,
11 well, that's what I mean.
12
13                 MR. BASSICH:  It's a function of grey
14 hair, didn't you know that your hair is usually your
15 hearing brain cells reaching out.
16
17                 (Laughter)
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh.
20
21                 (Laughter)
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We are on
24 Proposal 56.  Peppa [sic].
25
26                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
27 Members of the Council.  I'm very happy to be here
28 today with you.  The analysis for Proposal WP18-56
29 begins on Page 183 of your Council book and I think
30 there are still some Council books on the back table in
31 the back of the room for members of the audience who
32 would like to follow along.
33
34                 (Pause)
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
37
38                 MS. KENNER:  For the record, this is
39 Pippa Kenner and I work for the Office of Subsistence
40 Management.
41
42                 Proposal WP18-56 was submitted by
43 Richard Bishop of Fairbanks, Alaska.  And it requests
44 that the Arctic Village Sheep Management Area in Unit
45 25A be opened to the harvest of sheep by non-Federally-
46 qualified users.  For the duration of my presentation I
47 am going to call the Arctic Village Sheep Management
48 Area the management area, or the sheep management area.
49
50
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1                 The proponent states that the
2 restriction of sheep hunting to only residents of a few
3 villages, Arctic Village, Chalkyitsik, Fort Yukon,
4 Kaktovik and Venetie is not necessary to accommodate
5 local subsistence uses and that residents of these
6 communities do not hunt sheep in the management area. 
7 The proponent also states that sheep hunting
8 opportunity on Federal public lands in the management
9 area should be open to the public under State hunting

10 regulations because there is no biological or
11 subsistence related reasons to preclude sheep hunting
12 opportunities by the public in the management area.
13
14                 Now, a little bit of background.
15
16                 Federal closures to the harvest of
17 sheep in the management area by non-Federally-qualified
18 users have been in effect since 1991.  The closure was
19 expanded in 1995 to include Cane Creek and Red Sheep
20 Creek drainages but was rescinded in these drainages
21 for the 2006 to 2011 regulatory years between August 10
22 and September 30th each year.
23
24                 The regulatory history is deep for this
25 proposal, and this is just referring to closures, and
26 so it is Appendix A, and Appendix A begins on Page 268.
27
28                 Each action that the Board took begins
29 with a year, it introduces the proposal number, what
30 the proposal asked, who the proponent of the proposal
31 was, then I go through and discuss what the Eastern
32 Interior Council did and how they justified it, what
33 the North Slope Council did and their justification and
34 what the Board did and their justification.
35
36                 I have provided Council members with a
37 handout and the handout just lists the year and the
38 proposal number of each of the actions that is
39 described in Appendix A.  There's no new information in
40 it.  Everybody has it, it's in Appendix A.  This just
41 outlines it for you.
42
43                 Now, how much Federal public lands are
44 there in the management area, almost all of them are
45 Federal public lands, 99 percent, and they are managed
46 by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and within the
47 boundaries of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
48
49                 Currently there are regulations for
50
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1 Federally-qualified users, and who are they, they are
2 the residents of Arctic Village, Chalkyitsik, Fort
3 Yukon, Kaktovik and Venetie.  They are in the customary
4 and traditional use determination for sheep in the
5 management area.  So that's who we're talking about and
6 the Federal public lands.
7
8                 So I'm moving on now to the cultural
9 knowledge and traditional practices section on Page 187

10 and just briefly I want to give you some of this
11 information.
12
13                 The management area was traditionally
14 occupied by Netsi Gwich'in who occupied the northern
15 reaches of the EastFork Chandalar, Koness and Sheenjek
16 Rivers.  By the 1930s most Netsi Gwich'in were living
17 in three semi-permanent settlements of Arctic Village,
18 Christian Village and Venetie and traditional land use
19 remained largely intact.  In the past, Netsi Gwich'in
20 relied upon sheep as a food source, primarily in late
21 summer or whenever caribou were scarce.  Researcher
22 Hadleigh-West identified four very specific sheep
23 hunting areas used by Arctic Village residents along
24 the Junjik River, the EastFork Chandalar River, Cane
25 Creek, and Red Sheep Creek and that was in the '60s.
26
27                 So there are about 1,200 people living
28 in the communities included in the customary and
29 traditional use determination.  And of the five
30 communities with recognized customary and traditional
31 uses of sheep in Unit 25A, the residents of Arctic
32 Village have the strongest ties to and are the primary
33 users of the Red Sheep and Cane Creek drainages.
34
35                 In this section there is a couple of
36 pages talking about the documented descriptions of uses
37 of the Red Sheep, Cane Creek area of the management
38 area.  And traditionally Arctic Village residents have
39 harvested sheep in early fall, late August or early
40 September, or in early winter, or November, and
41 residents generally travel to hunt sheep by boat than
42 by foot from hunting camps in the fall or by
43 snowmachine in late fall, but generally not in winter
44 given the dangerous terrain and winter weather.
45
46                 I'm going to talk quickly, I'm going to
47 overview the harvest history in this area.
48
49                 Again, Federal closures to the take of
50
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1 sheep in the management area by non-Federally-qualified
2 users have been in effect since 1991.  In 1995 the
3 management area was expanded to include the area north
4 of Cane Creek and Red Sheep Creek, and that closure was
5 temporarily lifted from 2006 to 2011 during a period
6 August 10th to September 30th each year when non-
7 Federally-qualified users could also hunt in that area. 
8 In 1995 Federally-qualified subsistence users were
9 required to get a Federal registration permit to hunt

10 for sheep in the management area.  Permit reports kept
11 by the US Fish and Wildlife Service show that residents
12 of Arctic Village have requested 25 Federal permits to
13 hunt in the management area.  Seven hunters reported
14 attempting to harvest sheep and a total of five sheep
15 harvest were reported.  Residents of Ft. Yukon have
16 requested five permits to hunt sheep in the area, four
17 hunters reported attempting to harvest sheep and a
18 total of two sheep harvest were reported. Now, the
19 majority of these permits were issued after 2005.  And
20 the location of the majority of the harvest were not
21 reported, but there was at least one hunter who
22 reported taking a sheep in the area north of Cane
23 Creek.
24
25                 Now, the Alaska Department of Fish and
26 Game maintains a harvest reporting database where
27 hunters using State harvest tickets or State permits
28 report their hunting efforts. 
29
30                 So from 1983 to 1990 -- records start
31 in about 1983 -- from 1983 to 1990 regulatory years,
32 before the area was closed to non-Federally-qualified
33 users approximately 61 sheep harvest, about eight sheep
34 annually were reported in an area of the management
35 area, including the area north of Cane Creek and Red
36 Sheep Creek drainage.
37
38                 When it was temporarily opened to non-
39 Federally-qualified users for about a month and a half
40 each fall, between 2006 and 2010 approximately 22 sheep
41 harvest, about four sheep annually were reported in the
42 area north of Cane Creek and in the Sheep Creek [sic]
43 drainage, while it was open, and also one sheep was
44 taken in 2005 by a non-Federally-qualified user before
45 the area actually opened.
46
47                 So the management area habitat-wise is
48 divided into two areas. There's the area we generally
49 call south of Cane Creek and the area north of Cane
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 270

1 Creek.  So south of Cane Creek, sheep densities have
2 generally been low compared to other areas in the
3 Brooks Range, which is likely due to poor habitat
4 quality.  In 1991 when the closure was adopted by the
5 Board portions of the area did not appear to be able to
6 support more sheep than were present.  And sheep
7 populations in the management area south of Cane Creek
8 continue to exist at low densities.
9

10                 The last time this Council visited one
11 of the proposals to open or close the Red Sheep, Cane
12 Creek area, which is the other habitat that we see in
13 the area, was in 2014.  There was a proposal submitted
14 by the State of Alaska and it requested to open the
15 Cane Creek and Red Sheep drainages to the harvest of
16 sheep by non-Federally-qualified users from August 10
17 through September 20th.  The Eastern Interior Council
18 recommended the Board oppose the proposal.  The Council
19 said it had heard extensive testimony from tribal and
20 community members from Arctic Village and Venetie
21 expressing the importance of sheep in this area to
22 their culture and community.  The Council said that the
23 public testimony also noted that air traffic
24 disturbance and hunter activity was pushing sheep
25 further away and higher.  The Council said that the
26 cultural importance of the sheep in the area to Arctic
27 Village and other residents for this hunt area was
28 there overriding concern.  The North Slope Council
29 recommended the Board oppose the proposal.  The Council
30 said deflection or disturbance of sheep by sporthunters
31 and aircraft flights made it difficult for residents of
32 Arctic Village to reach sheep for subsistence hunting. 
33 The Council said these sheep were a very important
34 subsistence food that were shared in the community and
35 even if local harvest numbers were not high, effort to
36 reach the animals was considerable and the sharing of
37 the meat and organs was widespread and important.  The
38 Council said that these sheep and this location had
39 special cultural and medicinal value due to the history
40 and relationship of the community, as well as the
41 mineral licks that the sheep frequented in this area
42 which made their meat contain unique qualities.  And
43 the Board rejected the proposal.
44
45                 So, in conclusion, the OSM preliminary
46 conclusion is to oppose the proposal.
47
48                 (Pause)
49
50
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1                 MS. KENNER:  Sheep populations in the
2 management area situated south of Cane Creek continue
3 to exist at low densities and should remain closed to
4 non-subsistence uses in order to protect healthy
5 populations of sheep as mandated in ANILCA, Section
6 .815(3) and since 1995 the Board has continued to hear
7 substantial testimony and ethnographic evidence
8 demonstrating the importance of Cane Creek and Red
9 Sheep Creek drainages to Federally-qualified users,

10 especially Netsi Gwich'in, who occupied the area
11 historically and continue to occupy the area today.
12
13                 In 2012 the Board reiterated that the
14 closure was needed to ensure the continuation of
15 traditional subsistence uses of sheep by Arctic Village
16 hunters and, again, in 2014 and there have been no
17 indications that the phenomenon has changed.  This area
18 should remain closed to non-subsistence uses in order
19 to protect subsistence uses as mandated in ANILCA,
20 Section .815(3).
21
22                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
23
24                 I'm done with my presentation.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
27 questions.
28
29                 (No comments)
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Next,
32 any consultation with tribes.
33
34                 MR. LIND:  Madame Chair.  Council
35 members.  There was actually no consultation on this
36 proposal.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Agency
39 comments.  Alaska Department of Fish and Game.
40
41                 MR. BUTLER:  Yeah, hi, Madame Chair,
42 this is Lem Butler.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
45
46                 MR. BUTLER:  Yeah, we disagree with the
47 OSM conclusions on this proposal.
48
49                 Our evidence indicates that there is
50
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1 very little use of the sheep population in this area,
2 as far as reported.  We do acknowledge that there may
3 be some unreported information prior to the -- or
4 during the periods where it was open for harvest there
5 were very few sheep taken in the area, about five or
6 six per year, so it's fairly insignificant.  As noted
7 by OSM it's a low density sheep population but it's
8 limited by habitat, it's not limited by harvest so
9 there really is no reason to conclude that there would

10 be a conservation concern with limited harvest from the
11 area, or that a limited harvest couldn't be utilized in
12 a sustainable basis.
13
14                 There's also, again, no reason to think
15 that it's impacting subsistence uses.
16
17                 And so for that -- and based on those
18 two concepts there really isn't a reason to exclude
19 outside users based on the ANILCA.  It -- again, it's a
20 sustainable harvest, there's not a conservation
21 concern, there is no limitation to subsistence users,
22 the population is stable at low density.
23
24                 I think we do acknowledge that there
25 really hasn't been a change in the area, so if the
26 Council does want to continue the closure we'd really
27 be interested in hearing what the reason would be for
28 maintaining the closure.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
31 questions, Council.
32
33                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Hello.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This would be
36 questions from the Regional Advisory Council to Fish
37 and Game, who is on line, Lem Butler.
38
39                 Any questions.
40
41                 (No comments)
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Lem, this is
44 Sue.  Can you speak to the three sheep in that unit for
45 the winter hunt?
46
47                 MR. BUTLER:  I can tell you what I know
48 about it.
49
50
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1                 Basically -- I guess I didn't point out
2 that there are aircraft restrictions now in place, so
3 like -- it sounded like that was part of the
4 justification previously so even for people that
5 participate under the general season, the way we view
6 it, at least, under State regulations, there -- so the
7 aircraft restrictions associated with not disturbing
8 sheep during the hunting season, but we have very
9 little reported use of the registration permit

10 associated with the three sheep bag limit and you'd
11 have to fly in and out of Arctic Village or, I believe,
12 Venetie, so, again, aircraft use shouldn't be a factor
13 associated with these hunts.
14
15                 And, again, we do, again, acknowledge
16 that we may not fully capture all the utilization of
17 sheep in the area, but very little use on the State
18 side, according to the reported harvest.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'd asked
21 this question earlier to our Staff and they looked up
22 that hunt, 595, and 2014 there was 13 permits issued
23 because they can get them on line, zero harvest.  2015
24 there was 18 permits issued and there was seven
25 harvest, five were rams.  '16 there were three rams
26 harvested out of 10 permits.
27
28                 Do you have that information also?
29
30                 MR. BUTLER:  I believe Beth Lenart
31 might be in the audience and may have the most recent
32 information.  I show that we were averaging six
33 hunters, 3.7 rams per year under State harvest tickets,
34 and that was a period 20-16 -- or 2006 to 2011.  But
35 this report that I'm looking at does not demonstrate
36 that.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you.
39
40                 MS. GEMMILL:  Hello, can I say
41 something.
42
43                 MR. BUTLER:  Yeah.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is this Fish
46 and Game?
47
48                 MS. GEMMILL:  This is Ma -- Hello.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is this Fish
2 and Game?
3
4                 MS. GEMMILL:  It's referring to the
5 comments about the harvest tickets.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you
8 wanting to do a public testimony because this is the
9 reports and comments from agency Staff right now, did

10 you want to comment, are you.....
11
12                 MS. GEMMILL:  Hello.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....agency?
15
16                 MS. GEMMILL:  This is Arctic Village
17 Council.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
20
21                 Well, you will come up shortly.
22
23                 MS. GEMMILL:  Okay, thank you.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh, under
26 tribal, when I announce tribal comments then it's your
27 turn.
28
29                 MS. GEMMILL:  Okay. 
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you.
32
33                 MS. GEMMILL:  Okay. 
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
36
37                 MR. BUTLER:  So, again, Madame Chair.
38 you may have Beth Lenart or perhaps Doreen Parker
39 McNeill as an option for finding out more specific data
40 in your audience.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
43 thank you.
44
45                 Virgil, did you have a question.
46
47                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yes, I have a question. 
48 This is Virgil.  Okay, RS595 is the hunt that takes
49 place in the Arctic Village Sheep Management Area but
50
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1 it's also the one where they issue the permits out of
2 Kaktovik, so if the permits that Sue just read off, how
3 many of those permits were for hunting in the Arctic
4 Village Sheep Management Area and how many were hunting
5 out of Kaktovik.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil, I
8 asked, but I'll let Peppa say.  I asked specifically
9 for those outside because it's not open.

10
11                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair, and to Mr.
12 Umphenour.  I just want to clarify that none of them
13 were harvested -- hunted or harvested in the Arctic
14 Village Sheep Management Area because it's closed to
15 non-Federally-qualified users.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  595 is a
18 State hunt.
19
20                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I know that's a State
21 hunt but it was done first and so that leads me to
22 another quick question.
23
24                 MS. KENNER:  But there were people from
25 Kaktovik, Madame Chair can tell you.
26
27                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Could you say that
28 again, please.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What's the
31 question.
32
33                 MS. KENNER:  In the table that the
34 Chair has, there were hunters from Kaktovik who got
35 permits, some hunted and some harvested.
36
37                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you. 
38
39                 MR. BUTLER:  And this is Lem, I
40 misspoke earlier when I said that RS595 hunt was
41 available in Arctic Village, and I think I said Venetie
42 but that is actually the permit that's -- you have to
43 hunt in and out of Arctic Village or Kaktovik airports
44 so that's -- it's probably all the same hunt, just for
45 clarification.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
48 questions of Fish and Game.
49
50
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Would you --
4 is anyone wanting more of that -- the State hunt, on
5 the winter State hunt, do you want any more
6 information.
7
8                 MR. BASSICH:  No.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, okay.
11
12                 Next, is there any Federal agencies
13 that have comments.
14
15
16                 (No comments)
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And next will
19 be tribal for the person on line.
20
21                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Madame Chair.  Council
22 members.  My name is Hollis Twitchell.  I'm the
23 assistant manager for Arctic Refuge.  I'm prepared to
24 answer questions that you may have rather than me to
25 prepare a statement forward.
26
27                 The basic Refuge position is in support
28 of OSM's preliminary conclusion.
29
30                 So I will just open the floor.  I know
31 Virgil wanted me to speak on a number of issues so I'll
32 try to answer what questions I can.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil do you
35 have some questions.
36
37                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I certainly do.
38
39                 Okay, back in -- I'm not sure what year
40 it was, but I think maybe it was 2012 we addressed this
41 issue and one of the -- well, our RAC, a little
42 history, some people were there, and some weren't, some
43 don't know this took place.  But Vince was our
44 coordinator, sitting back there, but we went to Arctic
45 Village, and the reason we went to Arctic Village was
46 because after the Refuge, or the Fish and Wildlife
47 Service put in a special action request and opened the
48 Arctic Village Sheep Management Area to hunting by non-
49 Federally-qualified users and then the people in Arctic
50
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1 Village became upset and they didn't like that.  And so
2 we had had a fair amount of testimony and so we
3 decided, well, we will go to Arctic Village and hold a
4 meeting.  We did that.  Did you ever figure out whether
5 it was 20-06 or '07 Vince.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It was the
8 first time.....
9

10                 MS. KENNER:  It was 2006.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....I
13 Chaired a meeting.  Is that important?
14
15                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yes.  We have to have
16 the history of this whole thing if we're going to make
17 a rationale.....
18
19                 MS. KENNER:  This is.....
20
21                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....informed.....
22
23                 MS. KENNER:  .....this is Pippa
24 Kenner.....
25
26                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....decision.
27
28                 MS. KENNER:  This is Pippa Kenner with
29 OSM, through the Chair.  It was 2006.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And so the
32 answer is yes.
33
34                 MR. MATHEWS:  Yes.
35
36                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  So that was in
37 2006 we went up to Arctic Village and we had a meeting
38 there and we spent a lot of time trying to compromise
39 and if you look at all this -- you know, we've got more
40 info on this proposal than any other proposal in this
41 book and so if you go through all this info, like I
42 have, you'll see that it doesn't even mention us going
43 to that meeting but it does mention us wanting to have
44 a working group and try to work out a solution, which
45 we did, we went to Arctic Village, the RAC did, and we
46 attempted to work out a solution.  But the people in
47 Arctic Village didn't want to, it seemed to me like
48 they didn't want to compromise.
49
50
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1                 Anyway we didn't get anywhere with it.
2
3                 And so -- but there was a lot of
4 complaints about hunters trespassing on private
5 allotments, scaring the sheep up on top of the
6 mountains and leaving trash and so the Refuge Service
7 was concerned about this and so what they did is they
8 sent Hollis out and he actually camped there, I believe
9 two years in a row, for at least four week -- four to

10 six weeks, what I'd like is kind of a report from
11 Hollis on what he saw when we went there to see the
12 incidences of trespass, the incidences of the low
13 flying aircraft and the aircraft scaring the sheep off,
14 and the trash that -- so that's what I'd like, instead
15 of just a direct question, is just kind of a review of
16 what you saw, how long you were there and when you were
17 there.
18
19                 Thank you. 
20
21                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Through the Chair. 
22 Thank you, Virgil.
23
24                 The reason I spent so much time there
25 is because of the action that the Board had taken and
26 the area had been opened for a number of years to non-
27 local hunters in the area.  Also that following year
28 that the State red book, which used to depict the
29 Arctic Village Sheep Management Area and those
30 drainages were taken out so that there wasn't any map
31 depiction of where this particular management area was
32 other than a little dot on the State reg book.  So that
33 made it much harder for local hunters to educate
34 themselves about where this area was and that there was
35 some unique aspects about it.  So those two
36 complicating factors is the reason I spent so much time
37 both that season and the following season staging out
38 of the Red Sheep Creek air strip primarily, which is
39 the largest air strip in that area.  It's a pretty good
40 sized air strip, I would guess maybe 3,000 feet on
41 gravel so most of the commuter, air taxi operators and
42 other local people who have aircraft very often fly
43 into that as you'd almost view it as sort of a hub air
44 strip because of its size and safety.  It happens to be
45 right there at the confluence of Red Sheep Creek and
46 the East Fork.  
47
48                 So I spent time there and observed a
49 number of things, as well as contacted hunters in that
50
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1 area.
2
3                 So in terms of the trespass, there was
4 one party, two aircraft that landed on a Native
5 allotment about a half mile north of this larger air
6 strip, that over the years had shown signs of wheeled
7 landing areas of aircraft so from the air, pilots
8 flying through that area who were not knowledgeable of
9 where these private lands are, and there's three Native

10 allotments right in that area, this air strip had been
11 developed on one of these allotments, not by the local
12 users, but by people seeing it as a potential landing
13 area.  That particular party was a commercial operator
14 who was teaching people how to fly Bush airplanes and
15 landed there because the weather and winds prevented
16 them from going over the top.  So his trespass on that
17 allotment was not in terms of a hunting activity, but
18 in terms of -- he was trying to teach this pilot how to
19 land in that particular area and he didn't want to land
20 on the big obvious one so he chose this remote, much
21 smaller air strip to land on.  Again, they weren't
22 hunting, they had out of state licenses, they were
23 people from Texas, I believe.  And they did some
24 fishing there, but other than that they simply had
25 camped there.  When I informed them where they were,
26 they went ahead and they were preparing to break camp
27 anyhow and they left flying north over the top.
28
29                 So that was right in that period of
30 time that you're referring to.
31
32                 More recently we've had trespass on
33 that same allotment just last year, as a matter of
34 fact, with aircraft that had landed in there and a
35 party, I think we had three tents set up on the Native
36 allotment.  I was flying a larger aircraft so it didn't
37 lend itself, and fairly heavily loaded, larger
38 aircraft, so it didn't lend me a chance to stop in and
39 find out who they were and what they were doing there. 
40 But this was, again, pre-hunting season that this had
41 happened in July.  So I do not believe that they were
42 hunting, they were, for whatever reason, camping on
43 that allotment and there were fresh air tracks on the
44 tundra surface where they obviously had been dropped
45 off.
46
47                 In terms of the trash.  There has been
48 quite a number of cleanup efforts that the Refuge did
49 prior to my arrival in 2009, which they did pretty
50
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1 substantial cleanup of that whole larger Red Sheep
2 Creek air strip area.  Subsequently, with my arrival I
3 have, every year, gone in there, repeatedly and have
4 been picking up a variety of items that have been left
5 there.  I can't tell you by who, but someone who has
6 been visiting and staying and camping in that area. 
7 Sometimes they've been fuel jugs, other times it's been
8 trash that was not burned, in terms of metal, that sort
9 of thing.  But, you know, in hunting situations,

10 sometimes people come in with a smaller type aircraft
11 and they are successful on their hunt and it's pretty
12 hard to get in all of the game that they've harvested
13 and their camp gear and fly out of there so,
14 inadvertently there's times, it doesn't matter whether
15 it's Red Sheep Creek or other, where stuff occasionally
16 gets left behind.  So since we're already there we just
17 take it upon ourselves to pick up and fly stuff out. 
18 And I've done that on a pretty regular basis across the
19 Refuge and including at Red Sheep Creek and Cane Creek.
20
21                 In terms of other users, it was a
22 primary question you asked me at the last meeting,
23 there has been one instance of a long distance solo
24 backcountry traveler that was dropped off by an air
25 taxi on one side of the Refuge and was hiking to the
26 other and he came through that drainage and so we had
27 an opportunity to hear about him. Of course this was
28 not during the hunting season, of course earlier in the
29 summer.  So there are recreational users that
30 periodically will travel and traverse through that
31 area.  So, you know, there are some other users.
32
33                 It's not really a premier hiking route
34 through there but there are certainly people with the
35 skills and the interest of experiencing that kind of
36 long distance sort of travel.  So that's not unusual or
37 a surprise to see that.
38
39                 Also in that area, one year I think it
40 was -- it was either that 2013 or 2014, there was
41 another party that had landed in Cane Creek, which is
42 the only other reasonable larger landing zone in that
43 particular drainage and that individual had ferried in
44 three -- two buddies and himself, knowingly that it was
45 closed and they then hiked to the headwaters of Cane
46 Creek over the top into the Canning River and the three
47 of them hunted in the top of that Saddle Pass,
48 transitioning from Cane Creek to Canning River and were
49 successful in taking one sheep out of there.  That was
50
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1 a long hike.  But he was an individual who had hunted
2 in that area for many years.  Was very familiar with
3 it, knew what he was getting into and so they had a
4 good trip.
5
6                 Beyond that, what we see that has
7 developed, in, not only those years when I spent
8 substantive time there, but even currently, is that the
9 air taxis have been very vigilant, most all of them,

10 with maybe one or two exceptions, of informing their
11 hunters about this particular two drainages, since that
12 is a substantial air strip and they're flying in
13 hunting parties of various sizes with quite a bit of
14 gear, of informing them where they need to go in order
15 to hunt in the area, which is advising them to go north
16 to the next several draws and drainages beyond Red
17 Sheep Creek itself and other people have been advised
18 to cross the East Fork and hunt on the eastern flanks
19 as well. 
20
21                 So the air taxi's, the prominent ones,
22 that are long time operators in that area have been
23 really good of trying to ensure that their clients,
24 when they get dropped off, know where they can and
25 can't go.
26
27                 That is not always the case with all of
28 the air taxi operators so I'd want to acknowledge and
29 recognize that these three carriers that have been
30 there for 20, 30 years, they're very concerned about
31 the area.  They're concerned about trash.  They're
32 concerned about hunters obeying the appropriate laws. 
33 And they communicate amongst themselves to ensure that
34 they don't drop multiple parties on top of other
35 parties.  I thought it was pretty honorable and ethical
36 on their parts to have an internal communication
37 network among themselves in terms of the clients that
38 they're dropping off.  I wish that all of the operators
39 would -- that are currently operating in that area
40 would do the same.
41
42                 So I'm trying to think what else that
43 we talked about in the previous meetings, could you
44 refresh my memory?
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Basically -- there's a
47 couple things.
48
49                 One thing is, does the Refuge -- I know
50
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1 with hunting guides, you know, you know exactly where
2 we are and how many clients we're allowed to take.  The
3 people that take people in, that guide hikers and just
4 sightseers that want to hike around and maybe go do
5 some fishing and take pictures and et cetera, do you
6 keep track of how many clients they have and where they
7 go?
8
9                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Well, any of the

10 commercial operators where they are dropping off
11 visitors, guests, they will have to report to the
12 Refuge at the end of the season in terms of visitor use
13 days and so that information is passed over to the
14 Refuge.  They don't always state what their purpose was
15 for their client's dropoff.  It's not a mandatory
16 requirement that they do, some of them do that by their
17 own choice, but it's not uniform across all operators
18 of disclosing all of that type of information.  But in
19 terms of the amount of client days, user days that they
20 drop off, they do report that.
21
22                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you. 
23
24                 Thank you, that's all I have, Hollis.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
27 questions.
28
29                 Andrew.
30
31                 MR. FIRMIN:  At the times you were in
32 there camping, how big is that camp that you're talking
33 about?
34
35                 MR. TWITCHELL:  At Red Sheep Creek?
36
37                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
38
39                 MR. TWITCHELL:  There's probably about
40 six fire pit rings.  There's two aircraft tie-downs,
41 deadman's they are called, that are put down in the
42 ground there.  And very often we'll see parties, and
43 probably the largest parties would be up to four to six
44 people.  This particular season, during the September
45 hunt, there were a number of hunting parties in there,
46 two hunting parties they had two people in one party
47 camped just north of the air strip and then a second
48 party was dropped in on top of them by the same air
49 taxi and had three members involved in that party.
50
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1                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  That's correct.
2
3                 MR. TWITCHELL:  That's correct.  So
4 there were five individuals in two hunting parties
5 dropped off right there at Red Sheep Creek.  This was
6 September month so they were hunting either moose
7 and/or caribou, and/or bear.  They were not hunting
8 sheep.
9

10                 MR. FIRMIN:  Was that this year, or
11 what year was this?
12
13                 MR. TWITCHELL:  That was this year, in
14 September.
15
16                 MR. FIRMIN:  And have you stayed up
17 there in previous years like that?
18
19                 MR. TWITCHELL:  I based out of there
20 primarily because when we do our patrols they're by
21 aircraft predominately and you can fly through an area
22 and be over an area and a drainage in 10 or 15 minutes
23 and you're gone, so you really have no sense on what's
24 going on in terms of overhead air traffic, where people
25 are most likely going to land in terms of their
26 approach, how low they're flying, all those sorts of
27 things you'll never really understand or pick up from
28 simply routine patrol flights.
29
30                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
31
32                 MR. TWITCHELL:  So my purpose was to
33 stay there to be on the ground in the after hours, just
34 to see what sort of activity is going on and the
35 characteristics of the area.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I think he
38 was asking, too, other years, right?
39
40                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, I just wanted to get
41 that out there, you say you've sat there and you've
42 seen these people but I think it must have been 1990,
43 or '91 when I flew in there, the first time as a kid,
44 there was like 12 by 16, 16 by 20 foot aluminum wall
45 tents pitched up.  One of them was just strictly
46 straight for a dining room and a kitchen and there was
47 another one there for bunkhouses and there was six
48 airplanes on the ground and this is -- it's a big
49 campground, it's not just an air strip, like you said,
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 284

1 it's a 3,000 foot air strip but it's quite an operation
2 that goes on there that I've seen.  I don't know if
3 it's still like that or if they still set up that big
4 or if you have outfitters sitting there doing that and
5 feeding these guys and selling food or services.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do you know
8 what it was back then, you, Andrew?
9

10                 MR. FIRMIN:  I was young, my dad was an
11 air taxi, he was a transporter, and I remember just
12 flying up there with them and we stopped and had lunch
13 there and see you guys later and kept going because we
14 were flying fuel up there to them, so they had fuel and
15 didn't have to fly back with all their Super Cubs and
16 there was several planes there.  It was a busy spot.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
19
20                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Through the Chair. 
21 Thanks, Andrew.  That was back in the time when the
22 Refuge actually had a big game guide operating out of
23 there so that's what you were seeing at that time. I
24 can't remember when the Refuge dropped any guiding in
25 that particular area because of conflicts with local
26 users, but -- and I can look up in the records
27 eventually or possibly Vince may know, but that hasn't
28 been the case for quite a long time.  And we purposely
29 have that as an unoccupied big game guide area.  And,
30 yeah, there's a -- a lot of the clean up that we've
31 done, we're still cleaning up stuff from that
32 operation.  I'm still finding stakes and other things,
33 tin cans, and other stuff scattered around in that area
34 that was -- I'm pretty certain associated with that
35 activity.  That same guide had other spike camps out
36 farther on up the East Fork and just most recently, a
37 few years ago, I found a buried 55 gallon barrel
38 underground there.  So -- and walking up to the
39 northern side of the area I also found a ground cache
40 put in there.  So a lot of that stuff has been leftover
41 from that previous era.
42
43                 But thank you for that question.
44
45                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, I just kind of
46 wasn't sure how that situation was but everything now,
47 I would imagine, has somewhat changed, but it's more of
48 just a private nature, people banding together to do
49 their own thing.  I could still see the conflict
50
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1 arising from that though.  I just wanted people to know
2 that it's not just a camp, it was actually at one time
3 it was a very large camp.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But it was a
6 guide operation is what you're telling us, yeah.
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, but.....
9

10                 MR. TWITCHELL:  That's correct.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
13
14                 MR. FIRMIN:  Go ahead.
15
16                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Hollis.  In
17 your capacity, working through the Refuge, you
18 obviously must have a pretty good rapport or
19 communications that goes on with the people of Arctic
20 Village, have you heard any indication, or has there
21 been any kind of discussion about anything changing as
22 far as the value of this area for them as a cultural
23 site for hunting, traditional hunting or there -- has
24 there been any change since this closure was put in
25 place to indicate that it would -- that they would be
26 comfortable with opening it up again to a regular State
27 hunt?
28
29                 MR. TWITCHELL:  It's almost as if you
30 had read my mind.
31
32                 MR. BASSICH:  I have.
33
34                 (Laughter)
35
36                 MR. TWITCHELL:  So I think the
37 testimony is quite clear that this area represents
38 something far beyond just a hunting opportunity to take
39 sheep.  And I don't know -- need to reiterate all of
40 the wonderful testimony that's on the record before
41 you.  But when I first came here in the midst of a lot
42 of this conflict I asked the traditional chief, Trimble
43 Gilbert, if he would travel with me up there so I could
44 better understand the important and significance of
45 this area and we spent a whole day up there with him
46 walking around and he described the cultural
47 significance of this area in eloquent terms in ways
48 that I can't even begin to broach but he did talk about
49 the really earliest days when the whole clan, the
50
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1 Arctic Village Clan would travel by foot up into Red
2 Sheep Creek and Cain Creek and the whole family, the
3 elders, the youth, the women would stay there for the
4 period of months, and they did this while the traders
5 would go up over the pass and down the coastal plain to
6 trade, of course, with Barter Island, therefore, the
7 name.  And they would then acquire the products from
8 the North Slope area and they would bring up products
9 from on the south side and actually do the trading and

10 then come back over the passes to meet up with the rest
11 of the clan which had been all summer harvesting sheep,
12 caribou, moose, anything of a subsistence purpose and
13 value for them, living off the land there for extended
14 periods of time.  Then they would load up their skin
15 boats and the people manning the boats would haul all
16 the pride and dried meat, the stored foods and the
17 basic supplies and float it back down to Arctic Village
18 while all the elders, women and children would walk
19 down the shorelines back to  Arctic Village.
20
21                 So this was an area that was not a
22 temporary general limited hunting activity, this was a
23 really substantial place in their culture.  There are
24 graves there in certain places.  This was done for
25 many, many years.
26
27                 There are a certain -- I promised
28 Trimble I wouldn't disclose this so I'm kind of
29 broaching my privileges here, but because it was so
30 important and they spent so much time there, there were
31 certain caches and places that they cached some of
32 their hunting supplies.  And we're talking about some
33 of the early days now. 
34
35                 He disclosed their hunting techniques
36 on how they would hunt dall sheep and others. 
37
38                 So he went into great length to talk
39 about the caribou fences they had in the area.  These
40 other cultural associations and so it was very evident
41 to me that this place had meanings beyond just that of
42 taking sheep.
43
44                 And I hear this still from people in
45 the community.  They carry great reverence for that
46 area.  He talked about other things there about when
47 the Native people would come into the area and when
48 they were new coming into the area they would put up
49 smoke, you know, long before radio, GPS and technology
50
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1 and all that because it was a way of signaling other
2 people that they came into the area or if they needed
3 assistance to help with processing game.  And it was
4 ironic that as we walked through this area, we came
5 across this tree that was by itself that was long ago
6 burned and blackened and he stopped to tell me that
7 story.
8
9                 And so the time that I had there was

10 very important because I gained a much greater
11 understanding.
12
13                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you. 
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
16 other questions.
17
18                 (No comments)
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
21 thank you, Hollis.
22
23                 You know, guys I failed to ask a
24 question earlier to Fish and Game, I can wait until
25 later but I will want to ask a question regarding
26 hunter education.
27
28                 Okay. 
29
30                 Anyone -- I've got tribal comments next
31 and there was a person on line.  Can you identify
32 yourself from Arctic Village Council.
33
34                 MS. GEMMILL:  Hi.  Do you guys hear me
35 good.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hearing you
38 great.
39
40                 MS. GEMMILL:  Okay, thank you.  This is
41 Marjorie Gemmill.  I'm from Arctic Village and work for
42 Arctic Village Council.
43
44                 And I just wanted to comment about the
45 no harvest because that isn't actually true, there's --
46 let's see about two or three years ago, three of our
47 hunters went up there and they did have hunting permits
48 and they got three rams out of there and of the Red
49 Sheep Creek area and they did state that they turned in
50
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1 their harvest ticket with the tribal liaison with Fish
2 and Wildlife.  I don't see why that's not recorded.
3
4                 So I just wanted to let you guys know
5 that our people do go up there and utilize the area.
6
7                 I oppose the opening of this area
8 because, I mean, in my point of view there's already
9 too much activity up this way and there's planes

10 constantly throughout the summer that goes through here
11 and I do believe that it disturbs our wildlife, the
12 moose and the caribou and concerning the sheep, the
13 sheep population too.
14
15                 So that was my comments on it.  And our
16 other local hunters -- there's one that goes up there
17 every year, too, so we turn in the harvest tickets, I
18 don't know why it's not recorded.
19
20                 Thank you. 
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
23 Marjorie, right.
24
25                 MS. GEMMILL:  Yeah.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, we met
28 you, right, when we were up there.
29
30                 MS. GEMMILL:  Yeah.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, okay.
33
34                 MS. GEMMILL:  Yep.
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you for
37 your testimony.
38
39                 Any questions.
40
41                 (No comments)
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else
44 -- tribal?
45
46                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Sort of.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, just
49 hand us the card.  Yeah, right here.
50
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1                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Yeah. 
2
3                 MR. SWEENY:  Can you hear me?
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, who is
6 it?
7
8                 MR. SWEENY:  Yeah, this is -- my name
9 is Charlie Sweeny, I am a resident here of Arctic

10 Village.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
13
14                 MR. SWEENY:  For many years now the
15 fall time, we have gone up river mainly for moose
16 hunting and most of the time we're successful.  But in
17 the past, the last few times that the Refuge -- I mean
18 the Red Sheep Creek area was open to hunting sheep
19 there was so much plane activity up there, everybody --
20 nobody -- I could recall one time me and my wife's
21 uncle, we went up there six times and almost $2,000
22 worth of gas, to keep trying, for moose, and didn't get
23 nothing.  And all we -- we even wake up at 6:00 o'clock
24 in the morning with planes flying over.
25
26                 And up here -- up here in Arctic
27 Village it's a lot different than other places because
28 $10 a gallon of gas here, so it's almost a must for us
29 when we go out hunting to try to get something, and if
30 we don't, we come back and we try again.  But I've
31 noticed that when the plane activity is at a minimal,
32 people are harvesting moose up river. Now this fall
33 here we had a situation where there was a lot of planes
34 here, I can recall 12 to 15 different reports of people
35 that -- especially on the mountain, and also up river,
36 that they spot caribou that are coming over to the
37 ridge just above the village here on the mountain and
38 all of a sudden they see planes flying over them and
39 then caribou took off running the other way.
40
41                 I believe it was September 10th, there
42 were three individuals up the Junjik River.  And they
43 had a big bull moose spotted, they were waiting for it
44 to come down and there was a lot of caribou around that
45 time, they were out in the open and all of sudden there
46 was two planes that come around and start circling
47 these caribou and start making them run everywhere, all
48 the caribou took off in all different directions and
49 therefore they weren't able to harvest that moose,
50
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1 because the caribous took off running towards them and
2 the moose took off.  I wasn't able to go down to the
3 airport at that time, but these two planes I had never
4 seen them flying around here before.
5
6                 This has happened in the past, back in
7 the '90s, this was a big issue with planes buzzing
8 wildlife.
9

10                 And it's hard enough -- we have a hard
11 enough time harvesting wildlife here because of the
12 price of gas, how rough the terrain is here and, you
13 know, the further you go, the more gas you spend, the
14 further you go the more wear on your outboard motor or
15 your fourwheeler or what not.  And -- but harvesting
16 animals here for the locals for the village here,
17 that's -- that's -- in some cases it's almost a must
18 for us for making a living here because it's virtually
19 impossible to live off of store bought food here year-
20 round, when there's no jobs year-round here, it's
21 mainly seasonal jobs.  And in the winter time we have a
22 hard enough time as it is, getting wood, paying $10 a
23 gallon.
24
25                 So I just wanted to make a note on
26 that, you know, when we go up river we're spending at
27 least $500 a minimum for one trip, just with gas,
28 that's not counting food and what not that you need to
29 take with you.
30
31                 And like I said in the past, when the
32 Red Sheep Creek area was open to sportshunting, the
33 plane activity, people weren't harvesting any moose at
34 those times.
35
36                 So I wanted to note that -- how
37 important it is for us.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thank
40 you.
41
42                 Any questions.
43
44                 MR. BASSICH:  Not for him, but I have
45 one for OSM.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  So
48 that brought something to your mind you need to bring
49 up?
50
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1                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, go
4 ahead.
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  Basically
7 this question is to support some of the comments from
8 the public testimony we just heard.  Do we have any
9 information on the average mean income for the people

10 in Arctic Village?
11
12                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you for that
13 question.  Madame Chair.  Not in front of me right now,
14 it would take a little bit of research.
15
16                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  If that's
17 possible at some point in time I'd love to have that. 
18 I think the point I'm trying to make is the same point
19 that I was trying to make yesterday when we were
20 talking about Northway and that is many of these very
21 rural communities have very low average income, well
22 below the national poverty line, which leaves them the
23 inability to compete with people that have airplanes,
24 new snowmachines, jet boats, air boats and.....
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  .....so on and so forth,
29 and so they're at.....
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
32
33                 MR. BASSICH:  .....a very big
34 disadvantage.  And all State of Alaska subsistence
35 research and surveys show that the vast majority of
36 people who live in remote areas try to obtain their
37 subsistence foods as close as they possibly can but
38 many of them are being forced to go farther and farther
39 away and when they are, they must.....
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
42
43                 MR. BASSICH:  .....be successful, it's
44 really important for them to be successful because.....
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, but
47 that would be.....
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  .....they don't have the
50
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1 economic means.....
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....under
4 discussion, yeah.
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  I just wanted to support
7 that if they had.....
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah,

10 okay.....
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  .....that, that
13 would.....
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....well,
16 she can get the information for us.
17
18                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay. 
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Is
21 there any other tribal comments from the tribes.
22
23                 (No comments)
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I have your
26 card -- I have your card Sarah.
27
28                 Okay, then we're going -- I want to
29 make sure I cover the rest of this here.
30
31                 Any advisory groups, other Regional
32 Council -- or Regional Advisory -- yeah, okay,
33 Councils.
34
35                 (No comments)
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Did anyone
38 else take that up.
39
40                 (No comments)
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  While you're
43 getting that, any Subsistence Resource Commissions.
44
45                 (No comments)
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Next
48 is.....
49
50
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1                 MR. JOHN:  Excuse me, this is Gerald.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Gerald.
4
5                 MR. JOHN:  Yeah, Gerald.  I'm one of
6 the community members up here in.....
7
8                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  In Arctic
11 Village.
12
13                 MR. JOHN:  .....in Arctic Village.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
16
17                 MR. JOHN:  Yes.  And I just wanted to
18 note that a lot of times we don't really -- it cost us
19 a lot of money just from Fairbanks -- from Arctic
20 Village to Red Sheep Creek, it's nearly -- at least
21 eight.....
22
23                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  $2,000.
24
25                 MR. JOHN:  .....at least $2,000
26 roundtrip.  And a lot of times like what Charley said
27 is true, we do go up, we go up with the boat, we go up
28 as far as possible and then from there we hike on up
29 into the mountains.  And just -- just that note.
30
31                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Gerald,
34 what's your last name?
35
36                 MR. FIRMIN:  John.
37
38                 MR. JOHN:  John.
39
40                 MS. GEMMILL:  My last name?
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, Gerald.
43
44                 MR. JOHN:  John, J-O-H-N.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
47 Okay, any other -- oh, did you have questions.
48
49                 MR. FIRMIN:  Just a comment.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  Gerald is also a member of
4 our Yukon Flats AC as well.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
7 Any questions.
8
9                 (No comments)

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I'm
12 coming up to public comments and so if there's anyone
13 on line you're going to have to identify yourselves. 
14 Do you guys want to take the people on line first.
15
16                 MR. WOODRUFF:  It's up to you.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Since we're
19 doing that, we might as well.
20
21                 Then I'm going to remind people in the
22 room, if you haven't signed one of these purple cards
23 to testify, you need to and bring it up to the
24 coordinator.
25
26                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, we didn't have
27 summary of written public comments yet.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, I'm
30 sorry, but -- I didn't do summary of written public
31 comments.
32
33                 I was -- we were trying.....
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  They're in our.....
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....to do
38 the tribal but.....
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  .....book, I mean we've
41 read them.  Why do they need to be read into the.....
42
43                 MS. WESSELS:  That's process.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  To read the entire thing?
46
47                 MS. WESSELS:  No, we're not going to
48 read.....
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  She's going
2 to summarize.
3
4                 MS. WESSELS:  It's a summary.  We're
5 not going to read the whole thing.
6
7                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank God.
8
9                 (Laughter)

10
11                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  You're not going to
12 read all 53 public comments.
13
14                 MS. WESSELS:  No.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Is the
17 summary 30 minutes or two.
18
19                 MS. WESSELS:  Hopefully.....
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right.
22
23                 And you people on line, we haven't
24 forgotten about you.
25
26                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  So Katya Wessels
27 for the record. 
28
29                 OSM received 51 written public comments
30 on Wildlife Proposal WP18-56.  The comments are all in
31 support of Proposal 18 -- of the proposal.
32
33                 The members of the public who provided
34 comments are primarily from Alaska, although there are
35 a few comments that came from other states.
36
37                 The fuller reasons for passing of the
38 proposals are listed in the comments.
39
40                 First reason.  Current restriction of
41 hunting dall sheep by non-Federally-qualified
42 subsistence users are in violation of ANILCA.  That
43 states that there will be no authorizing a restriction
44 on the taking of fish and wildlife for non-subsistence
45 users on the public lands unless necessary for the
46 conservation of healthy populations of fish and
47 wildlife.
48
49                 Next reason.
50
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1                 The Arctic Refuge is public land and
2 it's resources are public, therefore, should be
3 available to all citizens.  Hunting is an allowed and
4 wildlife dependent recreational use of Refuge public
5 lands.
6
7                 Next reason.
8
9                 The existence of Arctic Village Sheep

10 Management Areas is consistent with the US Fish and
11 Wildlife Service comprehensive management plan for the
12 Arctic Refuge.
13
14                 Next reason.
15
16                 There is a healthy population of full
17 curl dall sheep that is currently not being utilized by
18 anyone, therefore there is no conservation concern for
19 taking of mature rams and no biological reasons for
20 closure.
21
22                 Next reason.
23
24                 Local hunters and under utilizers this
25 resource.  They prefer younger sheep to mature rams or
26 prefer caribou to dall sheep.  The reporting over the
27 last 25 years subsistence use of dall sheep by Arctic
28 Village residents has averaged fewer than three sheep
29 per year, which is inconsequential use of the resource.
30
31                 Next reason.
32
33                 Opening of Arctic Village Sheep
34 Management area would lessen the pressure on the other
35 dall sheep herds and hunting areas across the state.
36
37                 Next reason.
38
39                 Because there is no overlap in hunting
40 seasons for non-local users and local users, there will
41 be no conflict in the field between these two hunter
42 groups.
43
44                 Next reason.
45
46                 Opening the area would support local
47 economy with the money spent by the non-local hunters
48 during fly in hunting.
49
50
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1                 Next reason.
2
3                 Closures due to perceived cultural or
4 social reasons are not supported by either ANILCA or
5 the Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan which
6 states, according to one comment, that users will not
7 be prohibited unless a public process determines the
8 use is detrimental to the areas resource values.
9

10                 The written public comments also state
11 that not passing this proposal would continue to
12 violate ANILCA, result in significant loss opportunity
13 for a number of sheep hunters and continue to recreate
14 a social divide between local and non-local hunters.
15
16                 That's the end of the summary of the
17 written public comments.
18
19                 Thank you. 
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you.  I
22 right now have five cards.  If there are any other ones
23 you have to sign up.
24
25                 So anybody else on line for public
26 comment.
27
28                 CRYSTAL:  Hi my name is Crystal
29 (Indiscernible) from Venetie Alaska.  I have relatives
30 in Arctic Village.
31
32                 Can you hear me?
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, we can,
35 go ahead, Crystal.
36
37                 CRYSTAL:  I'd just like to say that I'm
38 married to the Tritt family and the John family and a
39 bunch of people up in Arctic and I know that they rely
40 on the sheep, the Sheep Creek.  I just want to say that
41 I oppose the opening of the Arctic Village Sheep
42 Management Area because I would like to ensure the
43 protection of the traditional hunting grounds for the
44 future generations and that's already too much airplane
45 activity throughout the Refuge.
46
47                 I know my late uncle Calahan Tritt used
48 to go up there and hunt for sheep all the time before
49 his passing and in six days it's his birthday and so I
50
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1 would like to see that you guys not open it in memory
2 of my uncle.  And also my late brother Loren Tritt, he
3 also passed and was also an avid hunter -- active
4 hunter for sheep but they both resided in Arctic
5 Village and I'm just from Venetie, my mother is Bernice
6 Tritt, her great-grandfather was the late Reverend
7 Albert Tritt, he was the preacher in Arctic Village.  A
8 long time ago, my grandfather is the late Reverend Paul
9 Tritt, but they wouldn't be here to speak so even

10 though I don't live in Arctic Village I have family
11 there and I have family that are buried there, I'll
12 speak for them.
13
14                 So I just want to oppose the opening of
15 that.
16
17                 Thank you. 
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
20 Thank you, Crystal.
21
22                 Any questions.
23
24                 (No comments)
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else
27 on line that would like to give public testimony.
28
29                 (No comments)
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We're
32 going to move on to the cards.  The first one is Sarah
33 James and after Sarah is James Kelly and then Wayne
34 Heimer.
35
36                 Sarah.
37
38                 Hi.
39
40                 MS. JAMES:  Thank you for allowing me
41 to speak here because this is very important to me,
42 it's part of my life.  I'm now 74 years old and I've
43 been to the Red Sheep Creek, 10 miles into Red Sheep
44 Creek or more many times in my life.
45
46                 The first one in my life that I barely
47 remember is back in 1950 somewhere.  And then we went
48 there again that I quite under -- I remember it was
49 1950.  After that maybe I went there four times.  Last
50
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1 10 years ago was the last time and every year my heart
2 aches to go to Red Sheep Creek.  And my sister, she's
3 now passed, and her name is Nina Russell, she got
4 allotment up into Red Sheep Creek, 10 miles into Red
5 Sheep Creek, I know where it is because that's where we
6 lived at one time for one whole month and when I was
7 growing up and then every time we go in there now days,
8 we have to put up -- we have to have money before we go
9 in there because of the gas price and because of

10 airplane price and the last time when I went in there
11 it cost us almost $2,000 with food and shuttle people
12 in and then we couldn't take our meat out because none
13 of the plane can't take subsistence foods so we have to
14 raft, with rubber raft, down to where they can pick us
15 up, at a water -- deep enough for the boat to come up. 
16 It was a struggle because it was raining and trying to
17 keep the sheep from spoiling and there's always
18 subsistence life out there, there's no 7-11 around the
19 corner so we always have some kind of -- some kind of
20 mishap or whatever that keep us from moving or doing --
21 and then time and all that kind of stuff, that's a
22 story of subsistence.
23
24                 And I know the history of the --
25 because we stay into those valleys so many times and
26 live there and we have many times to tell a story. My
27 mom tells me story about the fossil (ph), which is very
28 important to lot of us about our history and we also
29 have an ancient sheep fence just like caribou fence. 
30 We used to have to build a fence for sheep by rocks and
31 that could be some visible yet.  And that's during the
32 bow and arrow, way before my time.  And there's a lot
33 of medicine that we use.  I cannot tell what that
34 medicine is because it is very special to us and is
35 sacred to us so we pick those rocks into -- you have to
36 be -- it has to be appear to you and it has to be --
37 you have to know what you're looking for into Red Sheep
38 Creek and Cane Creek.
39
40                 And for Cane Creek we have lot of
41 story.  Cane came from the sky who has a cane.  When
42 you go into the mountains in our way we have to have a
43 cane to watch out for loose rocks.  And he live into
44 the mountains so long they name him for Forward Cane,
45 that mean he walk with Cane forwardly and that's how
46 they describe him.  And one thing is he live into
47 mountains so long and never see tree and when he come
48 out to go into where there is tree he runs back and
49 says that's army, invaders are coming, so he stay into
50
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1 the mountains and his name is (In Native), that means
2 he went forward with Cane because that's what we use. 
3 I use cane, I can't go climbing mountain without cane
4 because that's my safety tool and that's why it's
5 called Cane Creek.
6
7                 And then Cane Creek is another passage
8 for -- we could make it around into Cane Creek and come
9 back out into Red Sheep Creek.  Red Sheep Creek is very

10 sacred to us because we even have a rug in our church
11 with a cross on it, with a red cross on it because it
12 came to our village from Red Sheep Creek and there was
13 no food then and they got those two sheep from Red
14 Sheep Creek because they know it's from Red Sheep Creek
15 because it got that red ink on it because it got a red
16 mud that they chew on up there and that's what make it
17 call Red Sheep Creek.  And Red Sheep Creek is different
18 from all the sheep because it got a red streak in the
19 back and there's no other sheep in the world that have
20 that red streak on it.  And now, I used to travel from
21 here to Ft. Yukon many times and tourists used to look
22 at sheep, now I look down, I don't see no hunter, I
23 don't see no tent, I don't see a sheep so this is only
24 place in the world that we keep hunting -- sporthunting
25 out of there and try to hold on to it repeatedly over
26 and over -- I'm telling my story over and over, I don't
27 see why it should be open because we have many reason
28 and a good reason to say leave it alone and let us use
29 it as a subsistence use.
30
31                 And we don't take very much.  And when
32 we do get sheep, back in the bow and arrow day, they
33 don't take it into the front door, they bring it in
34 from the back door.  The back door is hardly ever used
35 but sheep need to come in the back door for respect,
36 same thing goes with the old John Lake fish, because
37 they know these name and Old John Lake trout, it takes
38 -- Old John Lake trout takes 40 years to be an adult
39 and they have the respect for it, they don't
40 overharvest it.  They don't overharvest Red Sheep Creek
41 to us because it's sacred to us and they bring it in
42 from the back door and it -- every time we go sheep
43 hunting we save it for Christmas or for elders or for
44 medicine.  And there's many parts of sheep is good
45 medicine that we use, especially if we going to make a
46 long journey and that's what -- that is good for that
47 long journey because it could -- it doesn't -- gives
48 out nutritional value very slowly and that's how they
49 live up so high.
50
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1                 So for that many reason, again, I'm
2 repeating and I told these stories so many times I can
3 say it without a paper or reminder because I live with
4 that sheep and I still respect it and I want to go back
5 up there but I'm at the age where I might break a bone. 
6 Well, anyway, and the last time that when I barely
7 remember -- I remember my sister broke her arm but we
8 got out of there when my dad trying to figure out how
9 to stable that arm and pack her out of there. 

10
11                 So I live with that all my life and I
12 live in Arctic Village and my name is Sarah James and
13 I'm considered one of the elders in Arctic Village and
14 thank you for giving me this time.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
17
18                 Any questions for her.
19
20                 (No comments)
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I share your
23 passion for sheep.
24
25                 Next is James Kelly.
26
27                 MR. KELLY:  Good afternoon.  My name is
28 James Kelly, natural resource for CATG.
29
30                 Arctic Village is one of our member
31 village and speaking here today I want to speak more on
32 a personal level.
33
34                 My grandfather on my mother's side was
35 from Arctic Village.  He was a Gwich'in minister prior
36 to him passing and I know that a lot of what he would
37 -- he would convey a lot of times to my mom, Gwich'in,
38 which she, in turn, would pass that on to us to get us
39 to understand the situations and the difficulties they
40 all dealt with through time for the real exposure to
41 western civilization.
42
43                 You know in the '80s, mid-80s on into
44 the early '90s I worked in the Yukon Flats area as a
45 telecommunication technician, went to every village
46 once a month, and Arctic Village was one of my
47 villages.  And having relatives there I got to speak to
48 a lot of the elders, a lot of friends and I know some
49 of the people you hear today, Trimble Gilbert was one,
50
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1 Peter Tritt, Allen Tritt, you know, Moses Sam, you
2 start just naming them and talking about listening to
3 how they would describe what they had to do through the
4 hardship that they dealt with.  And I think that when
5 you look back at it and when I look back at it, a lot
6 of times I can remember those times where those --
7 looking at their face when they would talk about their
8 experience and how they help, there's a lot of emotion
9 there and they really felt there was that connection

10 there that has to be maintained and they did it through
11 their times and they knew that -- it's how important it
12 is to their community and those in the surrounding
13 communities that, you know, when we come to a time in
14 our period where there's going to be hardship, it's
15 what we have to count on, and that's why there's always
16 talk about respect, honoring the traditions and stuff,
17 not only the land but the resources, water and the
18 wildlife and I think this always comes back when we
19 hear people talking about, we're living in a good time
20 back in the '80s, everything was going good but now
21 we're starting to really see and experience additional
22 hardships, you heard about the price of gas, and that's
23 always impacted their ability to go to areas when
24 there's a need for them to harvest and for them to meet
25 -- to bring, you know, food home for the family.
26
27                 And so I really have to look at this
28 and, you know, and I thought about it and I said, all
29 the stuff that Hollis brought up, what was seen on site
30 as well as other things with regard to people coming
31 into that area and leaving, the stuff that's happened
32 through time, and it always comes back to who enforces
33 anything, do they follow up when they hear complaints,
34 and with those kind of concerns and, you know, not
35 hearing it really addressed in a positive way where
36 it's coming back to the community and saying we took
37 care of it, here's how we did it, sometimes that leaves
38 the door open for just frustration and I don't feel
39 that this point that with everything that's been
40 conveyed here, you know, passed and brought to the
41 Board here, that are we ready at this time to open it
42 up, we haven't addressed those issues yet, enforcement
43 and, you know, how are you going to make sure that
44 these things don't happen again.
45
46                 And for that reason I want to be on the
47 record that I oppose opening, you know, the Red Sheep
48 Creek Management Area for this, for the coming months
49 and the future until, you know, I think both sides
50
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1 coming together have to look for compromises all the
2 time, you know, we need to talk about how do you
3 resolve issues like this, it's got to be from both
4 sides coming to the table and saying let's look at it
5 and how can we make it work.
6
7                 So with that I just want to thank you
8 for allowing me to speak to this issue.
9

10                 Thank you. 
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You're
13 welcome.
14
15                 Any questions.
16
17                 (No comments)
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER: Okay, thank
20 you.
21
22                 Wayne Heimer, and after Wayne is Arlo
23 Davis and Karen Gordon.
24
25                 MR. HEIMER:  My name is Wayne Heimer. I
26 live at 1098 Chena Pump Road here in Fairbanks and I'm
27 speaking for myself.
28
29                 I'm here because of my experience, I
30 should know a couple of things about dall sheep in
31 general, I was your dall sheep research biologist for
32 25 years and that ended sort of 20 years but I've tried
33 to stay informed and alert and be aware of issues as
34 they've come along. 
35
36                 I have been involved with the Red Sheep
37 Creek issue for 37 years, since 1980.  I was detailed
38 in 1980, with the passage of ANILCA to go to Kaktovik
39 and Arctic Village and try and help the folks there
40 understand that because of the passage of ANILCA we
41 were all in the system now, subsistence had been
42 recognized as a valid mandated human activity and that
43 meant that the people that recognized it and validate
44 it have to know about it and they have to manage it and
45 have to maintain that opportunity it will be necessary
46 for -- because we're all in this system together, there
47 would be permits that would be issued and reporting
48 would be expected and that's the way it was going to
49 have to be because if you want to protect this
50
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1 opportunity that is now legally operative you have to
2 just do those things.
3
4                 I was not particularly successful in
5 that mission in 1980.
6
7                 There was a village meeting announced
8 for Arctic Village and one gentleman showed up and he
9 and I had a wonderful evening exchanging traditional

10 ecological knowledge.  I told him what I knew, he told
11 me what he knew, he was primarily a user up toward the
12 Junjik and told me all sorts of interesting things that
13 I still remember.  But that's kind of the way it was
14 for awhile.
15
16                 Then as the system began to work, and
17 people began to work the system, it became imperative
18 to credential or identify whether or not the
19 information that was coming to the Federal Subsistence
20 Board was accurate or not.  The common claim was that
21 aircraft -- it was very much like today, aircraft
22 activity in the late 1980s, maybe before 1991, was
23 driving sheep up the mountain and they were not
24 available to subsistence hunters because of the press
25 of non-subsistence hunters using the non-subsistence
26 sheep season in Red Sheep Creek.  Fran Mauer, of the
27 Fish and Wildlife Service and I went to  Red Sheep
28 Creek at that time and we camped there for about a week
29 or 10 days, keeping an eye on the sky to see what was
30 going on with aircraft activity in the peak of the non-
31 subsistence sheep season at that time.  There was none. 
32 The only aircraft that came and went were those piloted
33 by Larry Rivers, associated with his guiding operation. 
34 Mr. Rivers had a first class guiding operation and he
35 was a high dollar guide.  The 55 gallon barrels that
36 Mr. Twitchell reports having found and some of the
37 tents that Mr. Firmin referenced I can probably explain
38 if anyone cares, but Fran Mauer and I were there for
39 that time, there was nothing going on.
40
41                 Subsequently as the issue continued to
42 come and go I went with Mr. Mauer and the Fish and
43 Wildlife Service, I was working for Fish and Game still
44 at the time, and I personally have had my hands on more
45 sheep in Red Sheep and Cane Creek than have been
46 reported in the history of the subsistence reporting. 
47 You know, we collared a whole bunch of sheep there and
48 we caught them with a helicopter, which is brutal and
49 nasty to sheep, you run them down and throw a net over
50
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1 them with the helicopter, then we took their blood, we
2 put an ear tag in their ear, we put a radio collar
3 around their neck, we took samples of their tonsils and
4 every other thing you can think of and turned them
5 loose.  Those sheep remained in Red Sheep Creek and
6 Cane Creek where we so brutally abused them.  They did
7 not leave or go someplace, which tends to
8 (indiscernible) along with my experience of having
9 surveyed sheep for 25 years from Super Cubs and helio

10 carries and helicopters of all kinds, I can't make a
11 sheep leave an area, you know. I can chase them around
12 if I want, they will run away from the aircraft,
13 particularly if it has no visible wings.  Sheep freak
14 at the possibility of aerial predators without wings,
15 they're okay with wings, they know what to do, the
16 lambs run under the ewes and they're safe, when there
17 are no wings to see they are very unhappy and they just
18 run like crazy.
19
20                 The idea that, you know, fixed wing
21 aircraft could make sheep leave an area is one that
22 does not jive with my experience.  I don't claim to
23 speak for the mind or the heart of every sheep in
24 Alaska but I know what I have seen and I don't think
25 that you can chase them out of an area.  They can go to
26 the top of a mountain.  They may leave an area and go
27 to a different area but they've always come back for
28 me.
29
30                 And as far as them being high up on the
31 mountain, my experience is that's where they want to be
32 in the wintertime, they want to be where the wind blows
33 the snow off of the forage and they'll go down as far
34 as the snow is blown off because that's where the grub
35 is.
36
37                 The other interesting thing I find is
38 that the number of sheep hunters in Alaska has
39 decreased by half since I went to Red Sheep Creek to
40 see how much aircraft activity there was.  There's half
41 as much statewide now as there was.  I, of course,
42 can't speak for what's going on in Red Sheep Creek
43 because I haven't been there for quite some time.
44
45                 The non-subsistence harvest there has
46 been biologically insignificant as near as I can tell. 
47 The non-subsistence bag limit requires a full curl
48 sheep or at least eight years of age for the last 20
49 plus years and we have found that harvest of those
50
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1 sheep, particularly at the low rate in which it happens
2 throughout Alaska is biologically insignificant.  That
3 is very unlikely to contribute to a conservation
4 concern with respect to the sheep that are there.
5
6                 So while that is the sport -- or the
7 non-subsistence, excuse me, I don't like to say sport,
8 sometimes it happens to me -- the non-subsistence
9 season, when we think of a conservation concern, as a

10 manager, the first thing I would look to to decrease
11 mortality and make more sheep would not be the harvest
12 of a few old rams that are going to die anyway, you
13 know, what I would look to is the harvest of ewe sheep
14 and the impact that that will have on the population,
15 much more important than the harvest of old rams. 
16 Nevertheless the subsistence season, I can tell you
17 where that three sheep bag limit came from if you want
18 to know, Madame Chair, would you like to know that now?
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Sure.
21
22                 MR. HEIMER:  When we all got into the
23 system with the passage of ANILCA, we knew that several
24 rural Native communities had a history of harvesting
25 sheep, we did not know what that harvest was, what the
26 rate of it was, how much there was, so we declared, we,
27 the Department, excuse me, the Department declared that
28 the thing we should do is investigate this,
29 particularly in the Kaktovik system where people had a
30 known history that was pretty well out there for
31 everyone to know and we had some idea of how many sheep
32 were in the HulaHula River, where they hunt, the idea 
33 was to create the most liberal season possible so that
34 you didn't threaten anybody, so that people would
35 report so that the managers could have a clue what was
36 going on with the subsistence harvest.  The formula for
37 that was three sheep, seven month season, you know,
38 with voluntary reporting.  What has happened throughout
39 the system has been that three sheep system, three
40 sheep harvest limit got just transplanted all over
41 places where there were subsistence use of sheep that
42 was documented throughout the Brooks Range primarily,
43 we have a three sheep season, it lasts for seven
44 months, you can shoot any three sheep you want and
45 you're supposed to report. Nobody has bothered to
46 report very much.  That just has been a failure.
47
48                 The bond, I suggest, from my -- you
49 know I'm not an anthropologist, I'm just a guy who's
50
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1 been watching it for almost 40 years and have been
2 listening to these arguments and have participated in
3 them for that time, I do not dispute that there is a
4 powerful, emotional and perhaps spiritual, depending
5 upon what your spiritual orientation is, relationship
6 between the people of that area and Red Sheep Creek.  I
7 do not dispute that.
8
9                 What I question, and would like you to

10 think about is that the bond is to the land and not the
11 sheep.  The importance of the bond to the land is
12 demonstrated by the fact this has become a political
13 and cultural football for 40 years.  You know, the
14 reason I question the bond to the sheep and I do not
15 dispute what Sarah James has to say about her personal
16 relationship with sheep, but if we were all in the
17 system and if this were important it seems that there
18 would be more use, if there is, and I respect anyone's,
19 you know, I'm just a guy who just happens to have a
20 certain amount of experience.  In my generation and
21 I've lived here for 50 years and have been involved
22 with this for 40, we have kind of an inherent respect
23 for people that were here before us and for the way
24 they've seen things.  I don't want to trample on that
25 respect but at the same time I am aware that we are all
26 in the system and the system should be working for all
27 of us and I don't think the system is working for all
28 of us.  I think it would be a great step forward if in
29 the world of reality if we could recognize that the
30 actual bond is maybe -- maybe it isn't, not for
31 everyone, and if you're not at least 40 years old you
32 haven't been in the system as long as I have, the bond
33 might be something more important than the bond to dall
34 sheep, it may be a bond to land which is a completely
35 different situation.
36
37                 If, as managers, speaking to the land
38 managers, I believe the animal manager is the
39 Department of Fish and Game, you know, if we have a
40 conservation concern the appropriate thing to do is cut
41 down on the mortality that we can manage, which is
42 three sheep, maybe pregnant females throughout a seven
43 month season with virtually no reporting.  I would
44 worry about that as a manager before I'd worry about
45 the death of a few old rams.
46
47                 Thank you. 
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you,
50
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1 Wayne.
2
3                 Any questions.
4
5                 Virgil.
6
7                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Wayne I have
8 your correction here, for the people that have a --
9 Page 225 and Wayne was talking about the history.....

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....and so I'm just
14 going to read something it says here.
15
16                 Specific to the HulaHula River, my
17 argument on the causal statement by the Mayor of
18 Kaktovik to Sverre Pederson, Subsistence Division, with
19 whom I shared an office during my ANILCA days, and this
20 is what he said:
21
22                 There used to be a lot of sheep out
23 there in the rolling hill country between the HulaHula
24 River and the Okpilik River as seen from the Katak
25 Ridge where there were virtually no sheep at the time
26 Sverre reported to me in the early 1990s.  We shot them
27 all I guess, I guess that was the Mayor of Kaktovik
28 says they shot them all?
29
30                 MR. HEIMER:  That's from Sverre
31 Pederson who heard it from the Mayor, I did not talk to
32 the Mayor.
33
34                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So that was rolling
35 hill country, it wasn't the steep stuff you can't run a
36 snowmachine up and down then?
37
38                 MR. HEIMER:  Yeah, that country's
39 fairly gentle.
40
41                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you.
42
43                 Wayne, you know, you and I have talked
44 about sheep a lot over the years and you know you
45 talked about going to Arctic Village, the first time I
46 went to Arctic Village was in 1975 there was no
47 electricity except in the National Guard Armory and the
48 school, the same with Venetie, no telephones, the only
49 communications out was the National Guard radio or
50
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1 school teacher radio, period, but I remember those days
2 too.
3
4                 Thank you. 
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And I have to
7 say, nice to see you again Wayne.
8
9                 MR. HEIMER:  Always a pleasure.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I used to
12 volunteer for Department of Fish and Game for surveys
13 in my area and when Wayne asked me to go I was really
14 happy to go, especially the part where I got dropped
15 off with the helicopter when they picked them up and I
16 continued the survey.  This was in the '80s and I
17 continued to do that survey for them and bring them
18 data for many years later, even after you had left.
19
20                 MR. HEIMER:  Yeah, and if I were able
21 I'd be glad to go, I'm 75.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Frank went
24 this year so there's hope.
25
26                 MR. HEIMER:  There's hope.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
29
30                 MR. HEIMER:  Thank you, Madame Chair.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Next, I
33 believe it's Arlo, Arlo Davis.  The guy with the nice
34 beaver hat.
35
36                 MR. DAVIS: (In Native)
37
38                 Hello, my name is Arlo Davis.  My
39 parents are Martha Ramoth and Joe Davis.  My
40 grandparents are Emma Ramoth and Ralph Ramoth and Jan
41 Fanestal (ph) and Art Davis.  I am from Nome, Selawik
42 and Eagle River.  I am in my second year of grad school
43 here at Fairbanks working on a Masters in Arctic
44 Policy.  My thesis revolves around the question, why is
45 the Arctic Peaceful.
46
47                 I did not plan on speaking here today. 
48 I gave Sarah a ride over here this afternoon and I
49 planned on just running back real quick but I feel
50
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1 compelled to address the Council.  I'm not here to
2 argue fundamental reality as we just heard about, I'm
3 here to point out what has been said, testified to this
4 Council by Mr. Hollis Twitchell.
5
6                 I've learned about how traditional
7 ecological knowledge is treated in academia and State
8 politics a lot this past year.  And while the phrase is
9 gaining popularity, the actual influence on policy is

10 arguably slim to none.  Mr. Twitchell, no doubt, gave
11 his testimony in good faith and with good intentions,
12 but I would respectfully and formally request that the
13 confidential portion of his testimony be stricken from
14 the record.  The records of these meetings go on line
15 and anybody with a smartphone or access to a computer
16 can read them.  Mr. Twitchell, himself, acknowledged
17 that part of his testimony was confidential and so I
18 felt compelled to make this request even though I have
19 no standing with this group.
20
21                 Thank you. 
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
24 We appreciate your comments, uh-huh.
25
26                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're going
29 to ask Staff if we can do that in Anchorage.
30
31                 Thank you. 
32
33                 Karen Gordon.  The last card I have.
34
35                 MS. GORDON:  Greetings Chairman
36 Entsminger and members of the committee.  My name is
37 Karen Gordon, I live in Fairbanks.  I'm grateful for
38 the opportunity to speak with you today.  I've been
39 involved in sheep issues for perhaps 20 years, I'm a
40 newbie, I guess you could say.
41
42                 I am politically involved, but I'm
43 representing myself today rather than other
44 organizations I might have membership with.
45
46                 I really do appreciate the stories and
47 the -- like Dr. Heimer was saying, the personal
48 connection to the land.  I really understand how that
49 can be, I have my own place, childhood where that was
50
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1 important to me.  But I guess I would say that this
2 particular body is responsible to ANILCA and to the
3 titles in ANILCA that apply to subsistence and so those
4 are the areas where we really need to focus.
5
6                 First of all, I'd like to say that the
7 Refuge is Federal public land that's meant for
8 everybody, for all sorts of recreational pursuits,
9 exclusion of selected users really violates not only

10 ANILCA but the purpose of the Refuge, the Refuge's
11 comprehensive plan and the Refuge intent as is listed
12 on its website.
13
14                 Secondly, sheep numbers in this
15 management area are not declining, per Steve Arthur and
16 in the face of this fact alone there can't really be
17 any claim of conservation concern.  Subsistence uses
18 are not being threatened and there is no documentation
19 suggesting that it is.
20
21                 Third, to keep this area closed in the
22 face of no legitimate conservation concern is still a
23 violation of ANILCA, Title .815 and section (3).  This
24 body, I believe has to depend on the Department of Fish
25 and Game to make the determination of conservation
26 concern and I think that final authority rests with the
27 Department of Fish and Game and to my knowledge they
28 have not yet made any legitimate claim that there is a
29 conservation concern in this area.
30
31                 Beth Lenart's here, she could probably
32 speak to that.
33
34                 So that being said, I think a claim of
35 conservation concern at this point is not really legal,
36 if I can use that, I'd put quotes around that word, and
37 is a violation of ANILCA that's still in effect, should
38 this proposal be opposed.
39
40                 Initiating a one full curl sheep limit
41 would follow the best science of maintaining a healthy
42 population.  Certainly a full curl regulation allows
43 for the taking of surplus rams only.  So that is really
44 the most biologically sound harvest regime, certainly
45 more than two rams or three rams, or three sheep, or
46 anything, especially that involves ewes, ewes should
47 not be hunted, if we're concerned about the population.
48
49                 Yep, in addition, the fact that surplus
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 312

1 rams being taken really is healthy for the population,
2 and I think this research that was done by Dr. Heimer
3 in the '80s in the Alaska Range kind of bears that out. 
4 And he already talked about his research in this area a
5 long, long time ago.
6
7                 Use of locals -- use by locals of sheep
8 in this management area averages about three per year
9 for the past 22 years.  This hardly gives any

10 opportunity to for conflict in the field, notably that
11 the harvest season for locals is about eight months,
12 when the non-local season is 41 days.  If conflicts in
13 the field are a concern as Mr. Twitchell was
14 mentioning, hikers, rafters, photographers, and campers
15 being precluded from this area as well, and also as Dr.
16 Heimer said there are about half the number of sheep
17 hunters today that were licensed in 1980.
18
19                 Finally, exclusion of non-local hunters
20 is not biologically necessary with the lack of
21 documentable conservation concern, hunting on the
22 Refuge by non-Federally-qualified subsistence users is
23 supposed to be the rule, and not the exception per
24 ANILCA Title .815(4), which states:
25
26                 There can be no authorizing restriction
27 on the taking of fish and wildlife for non-subsistence
28 uses on the public lands unless necessary for the
29 conservation of healthy population of fish and
30 wildlife.
31
32                 So because this is not currently the
33 case, this is not a window of opportunity to be
34 restricting hunter opportunity without any legitimate
35 conservation concern.
36
37                 So right now there's no legal or
38 biological reason to keep this area closed to State
39 managed hunting in the Refuge at this time.
40
41                 I just ask that you pass Proposal 56 as
42 all of the written comments do supporting.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you,
45 Karen.
46
47                 Any questions.
48
49                 (No comments)
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you,
2 very well done.
3
4                 Okay. 
5
6                 I had a question, I probably had three
7 of them, oh, yes, now I remember, sorry, maybe -- you
8 have to forgive me, I have these brain, whatever
9 they're called, it just disappears, Lenart, is the last

10 name, from Fish and Game.
11
12                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Beth.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
15
16                 My question is this, when the State
17 Fish and Game had Jennifer Yuhas as the liaison to all
18 of the Councils, and we worked on Red Sheep Creek and
19 Cane Creek, she did a lot of work and she let me know
20 she did a lot of work, she has the redhead get'er done
21 type thing, anyway, I have this -- it was passed, it's
22 hunter education for Red Sheep and Cane Creek.
23
24                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It's Page 184.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And it's on
27 Page 184 of our book, and I wanted to do it that
28 way.....
29
30                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It's at the bottom.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And it's
33 5AAC92.003, hunter education and orientation
34 requirements before a person hunts in the Red Sheep,
35 Cane Creek portion of the Arctic Village Sheep
36 Management Area of Unit 25A that person must possess
37 proof of completion of a Department approved hunter
38 ethics and orientation course, including land status
39 and trespass information.
40
41                 I don't see it in the handy-dandy, can
42 you tell me why?
43
44                 MS. LENART:  Madame Chair.  For the
45 record, Beth Lenart, with the Alaska Department of Fish
46 and Game.  I'm the area biologist for the northeast
47 portion of Alaska.
48
49                 So the Board of Game did pass that. 
50
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1 And about two months later the Federal Subsistence
2 Board had their meeting to whether or not they were
3 going to lift the closure and they didn't and so there
4 was no opening and that's why it's not in the handy-
5 dandy.  So if for some reason if that closure is ever
6 lifted then my understanding is we would pursue with
7 the hunter orientation course.
8
9                 And if Lem is still on the phone, you

10 know, he can correct me if I'm wrong, but that's my
11 understanding.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  So
14 it's because that was passed by the Board of Game and
15 then the Federal Board met and then they decided not to
16 put it in the handy-dandy, but the way regulations --
17 am I hearing you wrong?
18
19                 Lem, is that the situation, are you on
20 line?
21
22                 MR. BUTLER:  This is Lem, I'm still
23 here.  And what I'm hearing is that the Federal
24 Subsistence Board closed the area that we would have
25 offered that orientation course, so it kind of negated
26 the purpose of trying to implement that orientation. 
27 In other words, if they hadn't have closed the area we
28 would have pursued that training, but with the closure
29 it became kind of a moot point.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  But I guess
32 whenever these -- the way regulations come up, if it
33 was opened this -- how would you deal with it?
34
35                 MR. BUTLER:  If it were opened and it's
36 in regulation we'd have it as a permit condition for
37 that area, if we were to use a permit hunt and have
38 people take an orientation course and that orientation
39 course would need to be designed and developed.  We
40 don't have one for sheep, however, we do have different
41 -- we do have orientation courses that could be adapted
42 but -- but, again, it seems like this one just kind of
43 had the rug pulled out from under it, if you will.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  So,
46 Lem, you know, I believe I even talked to you on the
47 phone about that hunter education meeting that we had
48 here in Fairbanks with all the players, this looks like
49 a place where we could be working together so I'm all
50
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1 on making it easier on the people and making -- and
2 actually having respect, like we talked about, with the
3 people that are from the area, there needs to be more
4 respect and this is, to me, a way that it could happen,
5 having these kinds of hunter orientations.
6
7                 So I would hope that, you know, it's
8 still on the books you're telling me, it just didn't
9 get published because there was no season.

10
11                 Okay, any other questions.
12
13                 (No comments)
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any other
16 public testimony.
17
18                 (No comments)
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  As they would
21 say on the Tok cutoff, moving rapidly along.
22
23                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Are we done with public
24 comments.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yep.
27
28                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay, I'm going to make
29 a motion.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
32
33                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay. 
34
35                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Move to adopt Proposal
36 18-56 with the following amendment.
37
38                 To delete the portion of the Arctic
39 Village Sheep Management Area that would be opened up
40 south of Cane Creek drainage.
41
42                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Second.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's been
45 moved and seconded with the amendment.
46
47                 Okay, what?
48
49                 MS. WESSELS:  I don't -- he said motion
50
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1 to adopt with amendment.....
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
4
5                 MS. WESSELS:  .....so Carl and Gene
6 Peltola said that he cannot strike something from the
7 record.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 

10
11                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Can I speak to my
12 motion.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go for it.
15
16                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay, I'll speak to my
17 motion.
18
19                 I've been involved in this issue for a
20 long time and as I said earlier our RAC went to Arctic
21 Village in 2006, we attempted to -- there's several of
22 us sitting here that were there, not all of us, but at
23 least three or four of us were there.  Anyway we spent
24 an awful lot of time on this issue.  And it's kind of a
25 tough issue in a way, however, ANILCA is actually
26 clear, it says the only reason that you can eliminate
27 recreational users, and that includes hunters, from the
28 National Wildlife Refuge, is for two reasons.
29
30                 One reason is a severe conservation
31 issue, where the animal population is in danger, fish
32 or wildlife population.
33
34                 And the second one is to have --
35 basically to have reasonable opportunity for
36 subsistence.
37
38                 In this case, I think what has happened
39 is because the only people that have been restricted
40 are legitimate dall sheep hunters, while the rest of
41 the visitors that want to recreate in the National
42 Wildlife Refuge are allowed to, or people that are just
43 traveling through, land on a nice runway because it's a
44 safe way to land and a good place to camp and base from
45 to go to other places, and that's Hollis witnessed that
46 over a three year period, he spent a lot of time up
47 there during that, and I assume there wasn't really
48 signage posted where the Native allotment is that
49 someone built an air strip on, but anyway I'm -- our
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 317

1 duty and the Board's duty is to follow ANILCA and we're
2 supposed to comply with the law, we're not supposed to
3 violate the law intentionally, and unless we pass this
4 proposal, and I've amended it to take care of the
5 conservation issue -- if we don't pass it then we're
6 actually in violation of ANILCA because there is no
7 conservation issue.  We heard Dr. Heimer speak. He's
8 done research up there with the Refuge Service, Fish
9 and Wildlife Service in the past, and I know -- I don't

10 know how many actual sheep hunters are sitting in this
11 room but there's several up here at this table and I'm
12 one of them, the people that are just out there walking
13 around enjoying the landscape, which I enjoy doing,
14 looking at the flowers, the bugs, the wild animals,
15 watching the eagles chasing the little lambs under
16 their mother's stomach, I've sat and watched that
17 before, eagles dive bombing them, I mean that's
18 enjoyable.  But when you're doing that, a sheep, has
19 seven power vision, and I have guided for sheep and
20 hunted for sheep, hunted for sheep on my own, guided
21 for sheep, with that seven power vision, if you're
22 walking sideways to a sheep and he sees you and he's a
23 thousand yards away he's going to be alert, he knows
24 what you are and if you start going towards him he's
25 going to move.  And so trying to say that hunters are
26 causing the sheep to go up over the mountains, which is
27 -- you know, we've heard testimony about that, so that
28 they're hard to hunt, you know, the hunters are not
29 going to be scaring the sheep near as bad as just the
30 people out there wanting to get closer and get a good
31 picture of one because they just happen to see them
32 while they're looking for ground squirrels or whatever
33 they're doing, looking for rocks.  I used to really
34 enjoy looking for rocks because I grew up in Arizona
35 and that's how I made all my spending money, collecting
36 rocks, agates and things and selling them.
37
38                 But then the people.....
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You need
41 to.....
42
43                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay, I'm going to try
44 to be a little bit short, I'm going to be ready to vote
45 here.....
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:   No, no, you
48 got -- I want you to.....
49
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....in a little bit
2 but I want my fellow members of the Council to know how
3 I feel.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. Okay. 
6
7                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I kind of said this a
8 little bit earlier but when I first came to Alaska it
9 was the spring of '71, I just came back from Vietnam, I

10 was a captain and I was an airborne ranger officer so
11 the Army had a special forces company at that time and
12 I was the executive officer of the Special Forces, the
13 Green Berets, and then they relieved the commander in
14 Fairbanks, he was truck company commander and the
15 General told me, I want to get rid of these damn truck
16 company commanders because most of them are totally
17 incompetent and so he made me the company commander in
18 Fairbanks, but anyway.....
19
20                 (Whispering - Chairman and Coordinator)
21
22                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....but anyway I did
23 that for three years and I was rifle shooter, that's
24 what I did in the Army, I was a sniper officer, I was
25 in charge of the rifle pistol team for the 82nd
26 Airborne Division.  Took the sniper team to Vietnam.
27
28                 But, no, I'm just telling you how,
29 what, I'm leading up to something.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
32
33                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So anyway Jack Fore
34 (ph) was the battalion commander of the first battalion
35 out of Nome, he had got a battlefield commission and a
36 silver star in Hiroshima and Jack and I were pretty
37 good buddies and I got assigned, after I was done being
38 commander for three years in Fairbanks and I was one of
39 his staff officers, I was his intelligence officer to
40 start with so the first thing he did, is he said I'm
41 going to send you up to Ft. Yukon, Venetie and Arctic
42 Village and I want you to get those guys prepared to go
43 to their annual training, their two weeks of annual
44 training.  So I get to Ft. Yukon, it was 44 below zero,
45 someone had helped theirself to all the fuel that had
46 been delivered to the Armory so there was no head in
47 the Armory so I ended up sleeping in the cold Armory in
48 44 below zero.  Close to there the sergeant in charge
49 for Ft. Yukon, I can remember his name was John, his
50
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1 wife was cooking a caribou head, she was boiling it up
2 and so I'm over there drinking coffee at their house
3 because it's pretty darn cold in that Armory at 44
4 below zero and I said, what are you going to do, make
5 headcheese and she says, yes, I says, you're going to
6 cut all the meat off the bone, put it and all the juice
7 in a cake pan and then we could slice it up and make
8 good sandwiches and she said, yes that's what I'm going
9 to do, how'd you know that and I said well that's how

10 my grandpa made headcheese on the farm, he boils up the
11 pig's head and does the same exact thing.
12
13                 Then I went up to Venetie, Venetie had
14 no electricity in the village, the only place that had
15 electricity was the school, no telephones.  And so the
16 school teacher, he was a lieutenant and him and his
17 wife were the only two school teachers in Venetie,
18 spent a few days there with them.
19
20                 And then I went up to Arctic Village
21 and spent a few days up there at Arctic Village.
22
23                 But that's my first time up there.
24
25                 But things have totally changed now.
26
27                 They have these things, kids can do
28 this crap and waste their time.  In the villages they
29 can do that.  They can use telephones.  The only
30 communications back then was a radio in the  National
31 Guard Armory and of course that was an old backpack
32 when it was just a battery and these -- but these were
33 single sideband AM radios is what they were and then
34 the school teacher had one.  So you could get on your
35 radio and you could radio, call radio to Fairbanks and
36 they charged you a dollar, they would connect you to
37 the phone system and you could make a collect call if
38 it was long distance or just talk to someone in
39 Fairbanks, that was the only way of communicating back
40 then.
41
42                 That, or write a letter.
43
44                 Just like when him and I were in
45 Vietnam, you could write a letter, it took us, what,
46 about five or six weeks to get the damn thing.
47
48                 MR. GLANZ:  Absolutely.  If you were
49 lucky.
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That was the only way
2 you could communicate, period.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Okay. 
5 Can you.....
6
7                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No, I'm going to finish
8 it up, Sue, just don't rush me, you're causing it to
9 take longer.

10
11                 (Laughter)
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Anyway, what I'm trying
14 to point out is I understand the culture of the people
15 that live up there, I grew up in Arizona right next to
16 the San Carlos Apache Reservation, that's where I grew
17 up.
18
19                 But, anyway, we're in violation of
20 ANILCA unless we pass this proposal. I feel very
21 strongly about that.
22
23                 The people up there, the majority of
24 them are like me, over the hill.  I'm older than the
25 lady that was up there, I'm 75, she's 74.  A lot of
26 places, when I was a kid, I would have -- you know,
27 those places are really sacred to me.  We used to go
28 out to these old homesteads in the mountains of people
29 that had abandoned them years before, there were apple
30 orchards, pear orchards, pick apples and pears, hunt,
31 look for.....
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Okay. 
34
35                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....agates and things
36 to sell but the young people don't want to do these
37 things much anymore.  It's a challenge for us older
38 people to train young people to get out and enjoy the
39 outdoors and really know what subsistence really is,
40 that's a big challenge, not enough people do it.
41
42                 But to deny the few hunters that are
43 going to go hunt sheep up there is not really
44 accomplishing anything towards traditional subsistence
45 activities.
46
47                 And as I said, when I was in the first
48 scout battalion, I went to all the villages north of
49 the Yukon River, because the first scout battalion was
50
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1 every village.  I spent lots of time on St. Lawrence
2 Island.  I knew lots of really good hunters in the
3 villages, they were super good rifle shooters, I
4 organized a rifle team with them, we went sixth in the
5 United States in the national championships, my Eskimo
6 and Indian rifle team with me did.
7
8                 We kicked.....
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you done?
11
12                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....butt, like Texas,
13 California, Pennsylvania in football.....
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you.....
16
17                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....(indiscernible -
18 simultaneous speech) knows about it, do it in combat
19 rifle and no one knows about it but we did those
20 things.
21
22                 But anyway I am in favor of this
23 proposal.
24
25                 Madame Chair. 
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And that was
28 the short version.
29
30                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That was the short
31 version.
32
33                 (Laughter)
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  Okay,
36 you take away my ability to even say anything, Virgil,
37 because I am -- unfortunately I have to admit I'm just
38 a few years under you now, so I guess I'm a bloody
39 elder too.
40
41                 MR. BASSICH:  Could I.....
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Social
44 Security and all -- just a second.
45
46                 But at any rate a lot of those things
47 that you say, a lot of us have the same history, we
48 grew up the same way so I'm still making headcheese,
49 eating stomach and all that good stuff because I love
50
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1 it and I learned to do it the way the Mentasta people
2 do it.
3
4                 So that's the short version.
5
6                 Andy.
7
8                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
9 I'm going to try and give you the short version.

10
11                 No disrespect to Virgil because I love
12 your stories, Virgil, and I think we're going to
13 probably need a vote by hand, show of hands or
14 something on this particular one.
15
16                 To me, this is an issue that I'm a
17 little bit disappointed to see it back on the table. 
18 This RAC has struggled with this for so many hours over
19 so many meetings over so many years that it's really
20 disappointing for me to see this come back up on the
21 table and have to spend this much amount of time, but
22 that's the process, so I accept that.
23
24                 This is a cultural concern.
25
26                 This isn't a biological concern.
27
28                 And ANILCA not only is there to protect
29 the biological needs of the people, but it also.....
30
31                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
32
33                 MR. BASSICH:  .....is required to
34 protect some of the cultural and traditional practices. 
35 And if I could, have Pippa, read in .815.3, I believe
36 it is, is that correct, if she could read that article
37 to us so that we can hear the aspects of that
38 particular article that are there to protect
39 traditional cultural practices.
40
41                 Is that okay, Madame Chair, if she
42 reads that into the record.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Sure.
45
46                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you. 
47
48                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
49 This is Pippa Kenner with OSM.
50
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1                 ANILCA .815(3) says nothing in this
2 title shall be construed to -- shall be construed as
3 authorizing of restriction on the taking of fish and
4 wildlife for non-subsistence uses on the public lands,
5 other than National Parks and Park Monuments, unless
6 necessary for the conservation of healthy populations
7 of fish and wildlife, for the reasons set forth in Part
8 .816 to continue subsistence uses of such populations,
9 or pursuant to other applicable law.

10
11                 And Section .816 pertains to the
12 closure of Federal public lands to subsistence uses.
13
14                 So it's not just for the conservation
15 of healthy populations, it's for to continue
16 subsistence uses of such populations.
17
18                 Thank you. 
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay, so if I can
21 continue.  To me, I interpret that as a means to
22 protect a cultural and traditional practice within
23 ANILCA.  And I think that's a very important things.
24
25                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
26 not muted)
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  And one of the things
29 that I think is really a dangerous thing, we've seen it
30 happen throughout history to all the Native peoples in
31 the Lower 48 and it's creeping up here, and that is
32 that as populations grow the pressure on the resource
33 grows and the Native populations in remote areas don't
34 have the ability to stand up and protect
35 themselves.....
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Hang on.  I'm
38 hearing a lot of background noise and I'm hearing a
39 voice hollering, somebody needs to push *6, please.
40
41                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
42 not muted)
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm hearing a
45 lot of interference on the telephone, could you please
46 push *6.
47
48                 MR. BASSICH:  I think they did, thank
49 you, Madame Chair, I appreciate that.
50
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1                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
2 not muted)
3
4                 MR. BASSICH:  So in my view, the other
5 thing I want to bring up is from what I see of the
6 analysis, nothing has changed.  That's why I was asking
7 the questions of Hollis.  From what I see nothing has
8 changed since the Federal Subsistence Board put this
9 closure into practice.

10
11                 And it's -- I'm really struggling with
12 the fact that nothing has changed, yet we're spending
13 all this time on rediscussing the opening of this area
14 for hunting.
15
16                 I don't think that this unnecessarily
17 restricts anybody because there's plenty of other
18 places in the area for sheep hunters to go to and hunt
19 sheep.
20
21                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
22 not muted)
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  This isn't the only area,
25 it's not like the only area in the entire Arctic region
26 that they can go hunt sheep, there's lots of other
27 places they can go hunt sheep.  This is a very
28 important cultural place.  It has very deep cultural
29 values for these people and you can't put a price tag
30 on that.
31
32                 The other thing I find a little bit
33 offensive is that Native cultures view the world a
34 little bit differently, they value the land, they value
35 the animals a little bit differently.....
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Again, I got
38 to.....
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay. 
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Excuse me.
43
44                 Somebody is making a lot of noise and
45 we're hearing it through the microphone, could you
46 please -- there's a dog barking -- please push *6.
47
48                 Can we just turn it down, no one is
49 testifying.
50
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1                 REPORTER:  I can cut them off if you
2 give me a minute.
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Does it cut
5 everybody off.
6
7                 REPORTER: No, just that one.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's fine. 

10 They'll have to call back in if they want to get back
11 on.
12
13                 REPORTER:  Okay, hold on, and.....
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Whoever is
16 getting cut off right now is because you haven't put
17 your phone on mute and you're going to have to call
18 back in and put your phone on mute, it's *6.
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you, Madame Chair.
21
22                 REPORTER:  We're not connected.
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, do you
25 mean we lost them all?
26
27                 REPORTER:  No, no, but the -- but
28 nobody can hear.  I did.  There's somebody with their
29 phone not on mute making a lot of noise, could you find
30 them and cut them off, please.  Thank you. 
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Now, we're
33 on.
34
35                 REPORTER:  Give her a minute.
36
37                 Go ahead.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you. 
40
41                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  I'm a little
42 bit disruptive in my thought process.....
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Sorry.
45
46                 MR. BASSICH:  .....so I'm going to
47 start over as far as the way I.....
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The Native
50
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1 culture.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  .....think many Native
4 cultures view wildlife and the land around them.  And
5 it's a tradition that's been going on for thousands and
6 thousands of years, and when the White culture comes
7 up, they put a different value on that, they look at it
8 very differently and I find it a little bit offensive
9 for anybody to say that the Native cultures must

10 harvest heavily to show their need and dependence upon
11 a resource.
12
13                 We just finished the Fortymile
14 Coalition meetings, Fortymile Harvest Coalition meeting
15 in Tok and it was very clear from the Canadian's
16 perspective, which is heavily driven by their Native
17 culture over there, that they feel that their way of
18 showing respect for the wildlife is to ensure that it's
19 viable and that it's there in their country so they can
20 see it and utilize it when they need it.  It had
21 nothing to do with the volume of hunting that takes
22 place.  It had nothing to do with other than the fact
23 that it was important for them to have those animals
24 there for their cultural traditions and practices.
25
26                 And so I think for us to say you don't
27 value it because you're not hunting it is wrong. 
28 That's not the way we should be looking at this.  This
29 is a very deep rooted cultural issue that we're talking
30 about.  I think the Federal Subsistence Board was
31 correct in their determination a number of years ago
32 when they had this and I don't see how anything has
33 changed since that time for this now to be reopened
34 again.
35
36                 I feel pretty strongly about that.
37
38                 And I guess the only other piece of
39 information I'd love to get out there again, once,
40 again, and this kind of goes across the board to a lot
41 of our different discussions, is do we have any
42 information on their average income level, out there at
43 Arctic Village.  Pippa, were you able to find anything.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Peppa, did
46 you find anything.
47
48                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair, I did.  I
49 had a chance to look it up.  This is based on -- this
50
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1 is from the Division of Community and Regional Affairs
2 with the State, it's based on US Census data collected
3 between 2009 and 2013.  The per capita income in Arctic
4 Village is $15,700 plus or minus $3,700.  So that's
5 between $12,000 and $18,000 per year per capita income
6 and comparing that to a place like Anchorage where the
7 per capita income is $36,200 -- estimated to be
8 $36,200.
9

10                 Thank you. 
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  You know, I
13 think the only thing I'm trying to point out there is
14 that these people don't have a lot of money to live on,
15 they rely very heavily on those subsistence opportunity
16 nearby them.  And so I'm just going to close and we'll
17 have further discussion or have our vote, but I think,
18 to me, this is about the cultural aspects of the
19 responsibilities of ANILCA, not about a conservation
20 concern or anything other than that.  And that's
21 something that's really important, I think, for us to
22 recognize and to be aware of because we're going to see
23 a lot more of this into the future as Alaska grows in
24 population, and there's more and more pressure and more
25 and more capability to get into areas into the future.
26
27                 So this is just the beginning so we
28 need to understand that and we need to be able to
29 protect these people that live in these isolated areas,
30 not only to make sure that they have their food
31 security but that their cultural practices are kept in
32 tact, or at least they're given the opportunity to keep
33 their cultural practices in tact.
34
35                 That's all I have.
36
37                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
38
39                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair. 
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Peppa.
42
43                 MS. KENNER:  Hi, for the record this is
44 Pippa Kenner with OSM.  For time check, we're about two
45 and a half hours into this proposal and I did not hear
46 a motion, is there a motion?
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
49
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  There's an amended or
2 modified, if you want to.....
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Modified.
5
6                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....call it that,
7 motion.
8
9                 MS. WESSELS:  (Talking without

10 microphone)
11
12                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Right.  To delete the
13 area south of Cane Creek from the proposal, so that
14 would still be closed, the area south of Cane Creek.
15
16                 MR. GLANZ:  I just wish I got a dollar
17 an hour for all this, we've been doing this for how
18 many years, I'd be driving a new Corvette.
19
20                 (Laughter)
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do you have
23 an opinion of the situation.
24
25                 MR. GLANZ:  Oh, no, I was just ready
26 for the vote.
27
28                 (Laughter)
29
30                 MR. GLANZ:  Two and a half hours ago I
31 was ready for the vote.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Donald.
34
35                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
36 I want to thank Andy for his comments.  I know that
37 this has gone back and forth, opened and closed, and to
38 me it seems like this is going to continue, Fish and
39 Game's not going to give up on trying to open this,
40 ever, so we're going to keep seeing this back and
41 forth.  I'm going to vote open it this time and see
42 what happens and maybe the next time we get it, we'll
43 close it, so it's going to be going back and forth,
44 like he said it's a political football in lots of ways.
45
46                 Thank you. 
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone.....
49
50
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1                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
2 not muted)
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else. 
5
6                 Andrew.
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  Thank you, Andy for your
9 comments.  I feel -- I'm right in there with you, and I

10 was trying not to be argumentative and draw this out
11 every time I read another comment or somebody else said
12 anything but this is something we've been -- we've been
13 handling this since Day 1 I got on the RAC 10 years
14 ago.  And it's something that I still feel like with
15 OSM we should oppose it and I think some of the reasons
16 that it's -- Fish and Game, instead of doing the user,
17 you know, the education part for that area, maybe they
18 should put an educational flier out on why it's closed
19 and I see everybody quoting ANILCA in their comments
20 and stuff and maybe they should read or put down --
21 exactly what part of ANILCA are they reading in some of
22 these comments.  Because it seems like last time we had
23 to deal with it they weren't -- they sure weren't
24 quoting any laws they just wanted to go hunting.
25
26                 And now if they want to do two rams by
27 Federal permit times 52 people there, that's one
28 hundred and some rams they want to take out of there
29 next year and half the people that are flying through
30 there probably don't believe anybody saying -- the 
31 State -- any of their surveys, they're flying through
32 to see what's -- to see if it's real or not, or what
33 they see down there.  At the same time, I don't know,
34 maybe they're flying through there for spite, too, I
35 don't think that's the case but it could be.
36
37                 The last I talked to people, local
38 knowledge, that were in there, were -- they didn't see
39 any large rams to go shoot anyway, so they ended up
40 shooting younger rams.  Everything they saw was with a
41 -- ewes and does or whatever they call them.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Ewes.....
44
45                 MR. FIRMIN:  Ewes, yeah.....
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....with
48 lambs.
49
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....with lambs, that's
2 what I was looking for.  But, yeah, and they were there
3 and were only able to hunt the few rams that they did
4 see and they were not fully mature, and they were flown
5 in too.
6
7                 So I see a lot of people's concerns on
8 this and wanting to open it and seeing where they're
9 saying it's not fair and this and that, but it is

10 closed for conservation concerns and the biological
11 data that it was originally closed for, it hasn't
12 changed, so obviously if the biological concerns
13 haven't changed then it's still a concern.
14
15                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
16 not muted)
17
18                 MR. FIRMIN:  And I see recreational
19 users are using it but I don't know, that's a new term,
20 I guess, I'm not used to, or hearing very often in
21 here, is recreational hunting.  If you want a
22 recreational hunt there's plenty of other things to
23 hunt in places that aren't -- I think people just want
24 to go there to hunt because they're -- like you said,
25 there's a 3,000 foot illegal air strip sitting there,
26 of course, people want to land there instead of trying
27 to guide their Super Cub on top of some mountain
28 someplace else where nobody's ever been before to try
29 to go shoot -- probably because it's easier to land
30 there, so it's inviting.
31
32                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
33 not muted)
34
35
36                 MR. FIRMIN:  But it also comes back to
37 user conflict.  And along with that is going to exclude
38 people, the local people because right there, like
39 Pippa said, that's 15, 10, 20 percent of somebody's
40 annual income to go on a moose, caribou and sheep hunt
41 up there and if they don't get anything, well, what are
42 they going to do, go back and fish and, you know,
43 that's kind of -- it's common from a lot of villages
44 for people to spend a good part of their annual income
45 to go hunting to prepare for winter and that's a
46 reality in a lot of places that don't -- that's life.
47
48                 So -- and that's another good reason on
49 why they should keep it closed and that's why I agree
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 331

1 with OSM's conclusion to close it.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're having
4 a difficult time getting rid of the background noise,
5 on line, and I don't know if people just left their
6 phone -- did you say they got unhooked and they called
7 back in.
8
9                 REPORTER:  They called back in.

10
11                 Give me a minute.
12
13                 (Pause)
14
15                 REPORTER:  Hello, people on the phone
16 if you're not actively speaking to the Council, please
17 mute your phones, *6.  Thank you. 
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's hope
20 that was it.
21
22                 (Laughter)
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It sounded
25 like someone muted their phone, thank you.
26
27                 REPORTER:  One did.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
30
31                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Your turn.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Did I see a
34 hand over here.
35
36                 Lester, do you have anything to say.
37
38                 MR. ERHART:  No.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  I
41 guess there's a couple things I'd like to say.
42
43                 First of all, it means a lot to me to
44 see people working together.  And I guess I'm not happy
45 -- I have to say this, I'm not happy with the State
46 regulation that still has three sheep on the books for
47 all winter.
48
49                 I'd like to see us put a proposal in
50
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1 and get rid of that State season for three sheep in the
2 winter because I'm hearing that people are coming up
3 with ways to get in there, snowmachine up, and just
4 like we talked about on the moose in my area, you know,
5 the later seasons, more people like to get out because
6 there's more daylight and all that.
7
8                 And, you know, I feel like the
9 conservation of the sheep and being able to shoot ewes

10 and lambs is really not a good idea today.  Like you've
11 said, in modern times, everybody has all these other
12 opportunities and that, to me, the conservation is more
13 important.  And I would like to challenge the State to
14 work on the system that would really get people talking
15 together, I think it came up in public testimony a
16 couple times, and this hunter education thing, having
17 more things like this respectful hunting and ethics and
18 knowing -- having an orientation of people in the area,
19 this might be a golden opportunity to get something
20 like that started, if this were to pass.
21
22                 But at the same time, I mean I'm
23 looking at the Federal regs, in 25D for sheep, all
24 rural residents, there's no C&T there.
25
26                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  This is 25A.
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I know, but
29 they can hunt there, if I'm looking at this right, 25A,
30 this -- this is pretty convoluted and I think Peppa had
31 problems getting it all together because there's some
32 unfinished business that needs to be taken care of.
33
34                 Part of me wants to vote for this, the
35 way you did it, but part of me would like to challenge
36 the Federal agencies and the State agencies to look at
37 all of this and stop going by -- oh, it isn't that much
38 use and do what's good for the resource.
39
40                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That's not what the
41 proposer asked Sue.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm telling
44 you what I feel.
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay. 
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  He's telling
49 me that's not what the proposal asked but that's how I
50
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1 feel.
2
3                 Conservation is very important of sheep
4 and if I had somebody running a snowmachine up in my
5 area in April and shooting sheep off the cliffs I
6 wouldn't be too happy about it.  I don't think it's
7 good conservation.  It's a little easier to get to
8 where I'm at, but it's -- it's -- I just can't see that
9 and people that -- I know people that have taken sheep

10 in the spring like that and there's not an ounce of fat
11 on them and they're tough, you can't hardly chew them.
12
13                 So it just seems to me like it's not a
14 good regulation.
15
16                 But for that I would like -- Virgil
17 wanted to have the last comment, so I guess I'm more
18 likely to -- I don't know what I'm likely to do right
19 now, I'd like to pass your -- what your -- your motion
20 and give it back to the State but I'd like to also
21 force people to figure out how to make the respectful
22 part work.
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  (Indiscernible - mic not
25 on)
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
28
29                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  The State has
30 done the thing for the respectful part and maybe a lot
31 of people sitting in the room don't realize it, but
32 when all this happened the last time and the Board, in
33 March of 2012, that's the Board of Game:
34
35                 They passed a regulation, 5AAC92.003:
36
37                 Hunter education orientation
38 requirements, beginning August 1, 2002, a person
39 hunting within the Red Sheep Creek or Cane Creek
40 portion of Arctic Village Sheep Management Area must
41 possess proof of completion of a Department approved
42 hunter ethics and orientation course to include land
43 status and trespass information upon hunting in this
44 area.
45
46                 Which means they have to take that
47 course.
48
49                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  (Indiscernible -
50
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1 no microphone)
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Pardon?
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's on the
6 books.
7
8                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It's on the books they
9 just didn't put it -- they didn't publish it because

10 there's no open season there, that's why it's not
11 published.
12
13                 Any way it would be published if this
14 -- if the Subsistence Board approves this proposal as
15 amended or modified, whatever you want to call it, then
16 the State would publish that. 
17
18                 This has nothing -- this whole issue,
19 I'm going to try to have a fast summary, this whole
20 issue has nothing to do with conservation.  We can ask
21 Dr. Heimer, but most of those old rams, the ones that
22 are over full curl, they're lucky if they live a couple
23 more years because they are just like moose, they chase
24 after the women of the species and don't eat and beat
25 up on each other and sometimes kill each other during
26 the mating season.  But the problem with sheep is they
27 do it in November, when it's starting to really get
28 cold, so then if they get super bad weather, a whole
29 bunch of them don't make it, they die.  And so there's
30 absolutely no conservation issue with the sheep in this
31 full curl management strategy that the State has had
32 now, since, for more than 25 years, and so the only
33 issue is a cultural or social issue, whatever you want
34 to call it.  
35
36                 But the young people, my observation,
37 in 11, 12, 13 years of this issue, my observation is
38 that the older people, the ones that are my age, my
39 generation, they grew up a lot different than the kids
40 of the current generations, many of the kids of the
41 current generations are sitting watching a TV, we
42 didn't even have TV where I grew up until I was in high
43 school, there was no TV in the whole damn area, but
44 these kids.....
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You said.....
47
48                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....play with these
49 cell phones, these games, they're not getting out and
50
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1 getting good physical exercise, they're not really
2 learning about Mother Nature, they're not learning how
3 to support theirself out in the wild, if they get
4 stranded out there all of a sudden, and that doesn't
5 just mean the kids that grow up in the urban areas, but
6 a lot of the kids in the villages are the same way. 
7 I'm a hunting guide, I operate out of villages, I
8 operate out of Huslia, operate out of Kaltag and
9 Unalakleet, my son and I.  We hire the young people in

10 the villages.  My guides that live in those villages
11 take a lot of young people out and teach them hunting
12 and fishing because a lot of their parents are just
13 deadbeat drunks, is why.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Stop.
16
17                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  No, that's a fact. 
18 They're too damn lazy to do it, so they take these
19 young kids out and actually are teaching them how to
20 hunt, fish and live off the land.
21
22                 This -- the people in Arctic Village,
23 the elders, I -- you know I feel the same way they do
24 about a lot of these kids I see around town, and all
25 over the place.  It's a shame that they're not getting
26 raised better but, you know, we can't deal with that. 
27 That has nothing to do with who gets to go hunting
28 sheep in Red Sheep Creek.  It should have nothing to do
29 with it.
30
31                 I'm too old, I could -- I can still
32 climb mountains and stuff but I'm sorer than the devil
33 now, but I don't have the time to do it because I'm too
34 busy doing these kind of things, like I'm doing right
35 this minute.
36
37                 But my point is, is this is a social
38 issue, it is not a true subsistence issue.  The problem
39 is a problem of our society, that's what the problem is
40 and denying lawful citizens of our country hunting --
41 recreational, hunting opportunities and then blaming
42 them for potentially, although there's no down to earth
43 hardcore proof of it, but a lot of it is from them,
44 from the people that are just out nature recreating and
45 nature that may leave their trash or trespass
46 unknowingly on a Native allotment, I mean that is not
47 solving any kind of a problem whatsoever.  It's not
48 going to stop the aircraft traffic, it's not going to
49 stop people camping there, it's not going to stop none
50
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1 of that.
2
3                 The only people it stops is the
4 legitimate hunters, and all you're doing is -- this
5 whole thing is just picking on legitimate hunters. 
6 That's basically the only thing it's doing.  It's not
7 teaching the young people how to get off their rear end
8 and get out and do something constructive, it's not
9 teaching any of that.

10
11                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
12 not muted)
13
14
15                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  But anyway that's how I
16 feel about it.  I am voting in favor of the modified
17 motion because I think it is the best thing to do.  The
18 State has made the first step forward and I know that
19 Hollis and the people that work in the Refuge will work
20 with the State, I know that for a fact.  They will work
21 together to try to make sure the people that, if they
22 get a permit to go hunting there, the area biologist is
23 sitting right there, that if they get a permit to go
24 hunting in Red Sheep Creek or Cane Creek, that they're
25 going to get a good orientation and they will be more
26 than likely extremely good citizens that go up there
27 and go hunting and there won't be no problems.  I'm
28 positive of it.
29
30                 I'm done, Madame Chair.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andrew.
33
34                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, Virgil's that's a --
35 maybe you should go to Arctic Village and go join the
36 youth on top of the mountain with their spear camp
37 where there's no electricity and no phones and no radio
38 and you can't -- hell, they turn their electricity, the
39 turn their generator off at night up there at 9:00
40 o'clock so they all sit in the dark all night, they
41 used to anyway, I doubt they still that now or the
42 school was the only one that had electricity for most
43 of the night, until 6:00 in the morning.  So I don't
44 know where you get your information from but I know
45 they do have a good camp up there with the youth and
46 the only way to communicate with town is two-way radio
47 and if you go too far up the mountain that doesn't work
48 either, at least that's the way it was the last time I
49 was there a few years back.  And I know now that
50
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1 they're having more area-wide culture camps with the
2 youth and only the older kids get to go sheep hunting
3 farther up that way because it's a dangerous boat ride
4 and cost a lot of money and now the area is starting to
5 make larger camps to where they're sending youth not
6 only.....
7
8                 (Teleconference Interference - phones
9 not muted)

10
11                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....from just Arctic
12 Village but other -- we have a larger youth camp, a
13 region-wide youth camp in Ft. Yukon and then the next
14 one will be in Beaver, the next one will be in Arctic
15 Village so different youth get to go to these different
16 camps.  And I think experiencing it that way is
17 something a little better than, I don't know, taking a
18 10 minute quiz on the internet where anybody could be
19 taking it behind the computer, or they should make them
20 do it in person or something like that because for
21 every good honest hunter that's going to go up there to
22 have a good time, there's 10 pricks right behind him
23 that don't give a darn about anybody because they're
24 going to fly away and be gone and those are the ones
25 that ruin it for everybody else and -- and there's
26 plenty of other places for people like that to go
27 hunting.
28
29                 So until the biological concern changes
30 then we could probably revisit the issue and that's why
31 we should continue to oppose this area.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, thank you.  I think
36 this boils down to not only a cultural issue, as I
37 stated, but I think it's also one of just respect.  We
38 talk a lot about, you know, in the hunter education and
39 outreach, that we really need to start developing
40 greater understanding between cultures and this is a
41 prime example of where that conflict is coming into
42 play.  And one of the most important things to do is
43 for both sides to learn and understand each others
44 cultures, what their desires are but more imp -- most
45 importantly is to have respect for the other person's
46 use and the other person's view of that resource.
47
48                 And in this case, in my particular
49 point of view, the longstanding, thousands of year old
50
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1 cultural tie to that land far outweighs killing a few
2 sheep from a non-subsistence activity.
3
4                 You can't put a price tag on that
5 cultural value and I'll just leave it at that.  It's
6 much deeper than -- and so much more, and if we can't
7 see that we're going to have a lot of problems down the
8 road.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
11
12                 MR. GLANZ:  I'm going to vote in favor
13 with Virgil here because I feel that a three sheep
14 harvest is ridiculous.  It'd be like allowing us to go
15 out and shoot three moose calves.  I mean that is --
16 and until we can do something like that, we got to get
17 people together here and just make it a one -- one
18 sheep per person or something like that -- or make it
19 -- make it a full adult instead of killing off the
20 ewes, or the lambs, I mean.
21
22                 Anyway, that's how I feel.
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andrew.
25
26                 MR. FIRMIN:  The only problem with
27 that, Bill, is so then you're opening to any -- any two
28 rams to everybody in the state.
29
30                 MR. GLANZ:  No, negative, negative.  I
31 don't -- I don't mean that, I mean I'm -- I'm with
32 Virgil on that, I didn't say anything about opening it
33 to State.  I mean if they get rid of this three lambs,
34 we could take nine of them if there of us go up there,
35 if we lived there, we could take nine and that takes
36 care of the sheep population for the next year or
37 three.
38
39                 I mean, you know, actually that's what
40 I'm talking about.
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  Okay.  I just wanted to
43 make sure you're.....
44
45                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah.
46
47                 MR. FIRMIN:  Because I noticed Sue has
48 -- Sue and Virgil and you, that's three totally
49 different proposals that could be put in, submitted, to
50
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1 change this instead of this actual topic right here.
2
3                 MR. GLANZ:  Well, we're too late on
4 that, we should have thought -- I should have thought
5 about that a year and a half ago, you know, but anyway
6 guys.
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is
11 what's bothering me, is, I feel like there's a reason
12 to open it but there's also a reason to fix everything
13 that we've talked about, a proposal to the Board of
14 Game to get rid of their winter sheep hunt, I think
15 that that's a growing thing based on this information I
16 had in front of me.  And then the -- the winter, you're
17 -- you're trying to help me out.....
18
19                 MS. KENNER:  It's getting.....
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh.
22
23                 MS. KENNER:  It's getting late.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Time, oh.
26
27                 MR. FIRMIN:  Sue.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
30
31                 MR. FIRMIN:  Would we vote.....
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Before we go
34 on -- go ahead, go ahead.
35
36                 MR. FIRMIN:  Would we vote on the
37 modification first or.....
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The
40 modification is the motion.
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  Or the amended -- so
43 he.....
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's see
46 amended motion.....
47
48                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....amended this
49 motion.....
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....which
2 takes out the southern side -- south of Cane Creek,
3 that's the motion right now.  So if you want to amend
4 the motion you can do that.
5
6                 MR. FIRMIN:  So we're going to do two
7 different votes on the same proposal?
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, we're

10 doing one, it's to south of Cane Creek -- it's just
11 Cane and -- just north of Cane that's in this.....
12
13                 MR. BASSICH:  Yep.
14
15                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The rest of
18 it's not in this, we took it out in the first motion. 
19 And what did you just think, that there's three
20 different things here.
21
22                 MR. GLANZ:  Oh, no.
23
24                 MR. FIRMIN:  He wanted to change the
25 bag limit and you wanted to push -- go ahead and push
26 the -- there should be hunter education going on
27 regardless if it's this area or any of -- it should be
28 25A period.  You know, it should be -- they should have
29 a hunter ethics course like you guys are working on,
30 not just area specific and then you can change the
31 season dates for the winter hunt and change the bag
32 limit.  Those are totally separate proposals, though,
33 but three good ideas that came out of the conversation.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So how do you
36 want to deal about it.
37
38                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I think we should call
39 the question.
40
41                 MR. GLANZ:  Oh, no, negative, we -- I
42 can't even propose a bag limit because.....
43
44                 MR. BASSICH:  It's not the regulatory
45 time.
46
47                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah, it's the wrong time.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, for wildlife
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 341

1 proposals.
2
3                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah, it's the wrong time.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's hard.
6
7                 MR. GLANZ:  I'm just.....
8
9                 MR. WOODRUFF:  We'll get -- we'll get

10 to it.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's hard.
13
14                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That has to go to the
15 State anyway.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Before
18 we go on, Virgil, it's been brought to my attention
19 that you can't -- that was offensive.
20
21                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  What?
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Drunks. 
24 Okay, don't go any further, you're done, I'm just
25 calling it to your attention, okay.
26
27                 MS. WESSELS:  He should apologize.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And could you
30 please apologize for that.
31
32                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I was saying that some
33 people drank too much alcohol, okay, some people drink
34 too much alcohol and don't take their kids out hunting
35 and fishing or teach them anything about the outdoors.
36
37                 MS. WESSELS:  Apologize.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you going
40 to apologize.
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  And so if I offended
43 anyone I apologize for that but I do.....
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Because
46 that's.....
47
48                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....a lot support kids
49 in the village.....
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....not --
2 that's not one culture.....
3
4                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....you know, I do.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....it's all
7 cultures.....
8
9                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay. 

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....that
12 have that problem.
13
14                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  If people have a
15 problem with me.....
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
18
19                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....pointing out the
20 obvious.....
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You've
23 apologized.
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....is that some
26 people use alcohol and/or drugs to access and then.....
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  In all
29 cultures.
30
31                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....don't take care of
32 their children then I can't help it if that offends
33 people that I address those issues because I've always
34 addressed those issues my entire life and I've helped
35 many young people that had abusive parents.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Of all
38 cultures, right, it's in all cultures.....
39
40                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It's in all cultures,
41 it has nothing.....
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....in
44 all.....
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....to do with
47 anything ethnic.....
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....period.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, so did
4 I hear an apology.
5
6                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Yes.
7
8                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Yes.
9

10                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, I -- you know,
11 I'm -- I was trained as an infantry officer and so when
12 you're trained as an infantry officer and you're
13 expecting to give people orders that they could die if
14 you are incompetent, then you care about the welfare of
15 the people that you serve with and the only different
16 about -- really different about an infantry officer
17 over other people, is that, you normally -- if you mess
18 up you -- your men not only die but you die with them,
19 and so.....
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
22
23                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....there's no room
24 for any kind of.....
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
27
28                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....racial prejudice
29 or any of this crap, all you do is you train your
30 people to do their job to the best of their ability and
31 that is what I do and that's.....
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
34
35                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....how I live my
36 life.
37
38                 MS. WESSELS:  (Indiscernible - no
39 microphone)
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I don't have
42 the thing where I can shut you off.
43
44                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Call for the question.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
47
48                 The question is called for, do we -- do
49 we understand the motion.
50
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1                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yes.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's one
6 motion, it's amended the main -- the.....
7
8                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Do you want me to
9 restate it.

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, restate
12 it.
13
14                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  The restated
15 motion is, to delete the portion of the Arctic Sheep
16 Management Area south of Cane Creek from Proposal WP18-
17 56.
18
19                 Madame Chair. 
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  And I
22 had a second, and that's it, that's how it reads, and
23 the question has been called for.
24
25                 We're going to have to show a raise of
26 hands.
27
28                 All in favor raise their hand.
29
30                 (Council members raising hand)
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All opposed.
33
34                 (Council members raising hand)
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Five to two. 
37 The motion passes.
38
39                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We should take a break.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We're
42 going to take a break, I'd like to make it short,
43 please, because I may have to boogie here shortly.
44
45                 (Off record)
46
47                 (On record)
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Calling the
50
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1 meeting back to order.  My mallet don't make enough
2 noise.  I don't know if it does better here.
3
4                 MR. GLANZ:  So I guess he gave up on
5 you at 3:00 o'clock.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I just called
8 him, he said that he's setting it up without me and he
9 said it's okay, he's got it under control, so I'm here

10 until I call him.
11
12                 All right, moving rapidly along.
13
14                 We want to take up this -- that
15 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program is going to be
16 after the annual report.
17
18                 MS. KENNER:  Okay.  Both of those
19 things we have to do so.....
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
22
23                 MS. KENNER:  .....whatever order you
24 want to do it.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And I want to
27 do the annual report next, I want to clarify the 2017
28 because there was an error made and God bless you
29 Katya, you have a hard job to understand us when we get
30 off like this, to understand exactly what we were
31 talking about and I did hear that it was not clear on
32 the record, but we want the record to be clear.
33
34                 So if we all went to Page 517 and it's
35 -- what happened, and I'm going to have Barbara
36 Cellarius come up because I'm not a regulations
37 specialist and I can't spit out all these numbers that
38 tell you what it is, this was in relationship to the
39 horn and antlers, what we were talking about, and it
40 was made clear -- or it was pointed out to me that this
41 got in wrong.  
42
43                 This says -- Number 7 says the National
44 Park Service Final Rule on subsistence collections and
45 what we were really talking about was that wildlife --
46 what's the number, can you help.
47
48                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Well, it was the NPS
49 regulation on sporthunting, certain sporthunting
50
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1 regulations in National Preserves, that was my
2 understanding when I heard the discussion.  Virgil
3 talked about seasons for coyotes.....
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, the
6 definition underneath it talks about what we -- the
7 correct one, or no it doesn't.
8
9                 Help me out to clean this up.

10
11                 We are concerned -- Barbara and I
12 talked about it, so we are very concerned that this
13 makes it look like we're against the horn and antler
14 thing that we worked on since 2007, and I do not want
15 that to go wrongly on the record, and I'm sure none of
16 you guys do either.
17
18                 So this has been mixed up with the
19 other one.  And what was the number of the other --
20 that -- it didn't have a number, right.
21
22                 MS. CELLARIUS:  It didn't -- it doesn't
23 -- you don't even necessarily need a number, but what I
24 heard in the discussion was that you wanted to get rid
25 of the Fish and Wildlife Service regul -- you were
26 opposed to the Fish and Wildlife Service regulation
27 that concerned -- well, it's described here, and the
28 Park Service in 2015 published a very similar
29 regulation regarding sporthunting in National
30 Preserves, and I had understood that that was what you
31 were opposed to, not the subsistence collections
32 regulations that we've been working on for 10 years.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
35
36                 So do you guys understand what we're
37 doing -- what we are bringing out here.
38
39                 MR. BASSICH:  Uh-huh.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, this
42 talks about that bear baiting and the seasons on wolves
43 and coyotes not during pupping, so -- and we don't want
44 to sit here and look like we were opposed to our horn
45 and antler one.
46
47                 So do you want Barbara and I to clean
48 it up so it goes in the record, with Katya, so it gets
49 done correctly.....
50
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1                 MR. GLANZ:  Yep.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....instead
4 of taking a lot of time.
5
6                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yep.
7
8                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So can I get
11 a motion to that, that there's an error in the annual
12 report and we need to clean it up.
13
14                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair.  I'll make
15 a motion that the Council appoint our Chair person and
16 another person of her choice to work on clarification
17 on -- do we have a number for this.....
18
19                 MS. WESSELS:  Number 7.....
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Number 7 on
22 the annual report.
23
24                 MS. WESSELS:  .....for annual report
25 (no microphone)
26
27                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay. 
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The.....
30
31                 MS. WESSELS:  2016 annual report.....
32
33                 MR. BASSICH:  There we go, as stated by
34 Katya there, so that the full intent of the Eastern
35 Interior RAC is recorded accurately.
36
37                 Thank you, Madame Chair.
38
39                 MR. GLANZ:  I'll second that.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Do you
42 have any other discussion.
43
44                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Nope.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  All in
47 favor.
48
49                 IN UNISON:  Aye.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone
2 opposed.
3
4                 (No opposing votes)
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  We
7 will do it that way and get it done.
8
9                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Thank you, Madame

10 Chair.  
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So there's no
13 misinterpretation what we wanted.
14
15                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Just to let the Council
16 know, I'm going to have to leave, I usually try here --
17 to stay here until the very end to do the agency report
18 but today I've got to get on the road so my agency
19 report is in your packet.  If there's questions, let'
20 Clarence know and we'll get in touch with you about
21 them.
22
23                 MR. BASSICH:  Aren't we at a point
24 where we can just pop that one in.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It's up to
27 you guys.
28
29                 MS. WESSELS:  Well, we're doing the
30 annual report topics, we will need to stop doing that
31 and maybe we'll do that, Barbara can wait a little bit.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, let's
34 just handle this.  Do you guys want to hear Barbara
35 now.
36
37                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.  Madame Chair. 
38 Yeah, from my perspective she's been here for a day and
39 a half, almost two days and I think it's important to
40 hear from her, I mean.....
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
43
44                 MR. BASSICH:  .....we can read about it
45 but if there's questions that we have she's here to
46 answer.....
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
49
50
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1                 MR. BASSICH:  .....them and she's been
2 with us for a long.....
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's --
5 let's do.....
6
7                 MR. BASSICH:  .....time and deserves
8 that.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....that and
11 then we'll go back to any topics on the annual report.
12
13                 Okay. 
14
15                 Go ahead.
16
17                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Thank you, very much. 
18 And I'll give you the quick version and if there's
19 topics you want then to talk about more then -- so most
20 of the report, it's the -- this is the report that I'm
21 talking about, it should be in your packet, in the
22 supplemental packets.
23
24                 Most of the fisheries report concerns
25 the Copper River drainage but I do want to mention that
26 we have a  -- the Park received money from the
27 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program for a burbot
28 project in the Yukon River drainage and so that is on
29 Page 2 -- or Page 3 of the report.  This was the second
30 year of the project.  They went to a couple of lakes,
31 Brae Lake and Carden Lake and actually at neither lake
32 did they find any burbot.  Our fisheries biologist is
33 interested in hearing from anyone in the room who might
34 know about burbot in lakes, we're talking about sort of
35 that northern -- the sort of the Chisana and Nabesna
36 River drainage area, the very southern part of Unit 12. 
37 So if anybody has any information about that, I do want
38 to ask, would you be interested in having Dave come and
39 give a presentation about this project at a future
40 meeting.
41
42                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
43
44                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Okay.  
45
46                 I did want to mention in 2017 we took
47 preseason action to protect chinook salmon in the
48 chinook salmon run in the Copper River.  Then after --
49 we did some restrictions on subsistence fishers, but
50
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1 then we were able to relax those restrictions once it
2 looked like the returns would be better than the
3 preseason forecast.
4
5                 We are currently reassessing management
6 of the Federal subsistence fishery in the Chitina
7 subdistrict.  I mention this because several
8 communities in the Eastern Interior region have C&T for
9 this fishery.  Rather than opening and closing the

10 fishery in concert with the State personal use fishery,
11 which is what we do now, we're considering opening the
12 season on a specific date and then leaving it open
13 continuously.  And I would be interested in hearing if
14 the Council has any comments on that.  So right now the
15 subsistence fishers in the Chitina subdistrict are
16 basically on the same schedule as the personal use
17 fishers and we're considering just opening the season
18 up, the SRC suggested June 1st, you know, to give the
19 first run of fish going up the river a chance to get by
20 but then opening the season up.  So if anybody has any
21 -- if the RAC has any comments because there are people
22 from your area who have C&T there, I'd be happy to hear
23 them.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
26
27                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  The State's openings
28 are based on the passage at the sonar at Miles Lake,
29 and if it's a normal run then it's open pretty much all
30 summer long, after it once starts, the first part of
31 June, or the 1st of June, I believe, is when it can
32 start, so I don't know.  I'll be going to Valdez to the
33 Board of Fish meeting on the 1st, it starts on the 1st
34 of December, but we've run out of time and I wanted to
35 bring up some of the proposals that the Fairbanks AC
36 submitted and addressed but they're addressing issues
37 that will help the subsistence fishery in the Copper
38 River Basin.
39
40                 But other than that I don't really have
41 anything, thank you.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, and the
44 SRC supported it to June 1st, starting on June 1st.  So
45 would we -- if you.....
46
47                 MS. CELLARIUS:  If you had any comments
48 I'd be welcome to -- happy to take them but if you
49 don't have any comments or -- we're just trying to do
50
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1 some consultation with the affected RACs and
2 communities before we.....
3
4                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So did the
5 Southcentral take action?
6
7                 MS. CELLARIUS:  I believe they
8 supported making a change.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
11
12                 MS. CELLARIUS:  And we could even talk
13 about this at your February meeting, actually.....
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  That
16 sounds.....
17
18                 MS. CELLARIUS:  .....if you want to do
19 that.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....good.
22
23                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Think about it and
24 maybe talk about it in February, how.....
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
27
28                 MS. CELLARIUS:  .....does that sound.
29
30                 We've been working with the Alaska
31 Department of Fish and Game on sheep counts in the
32 Park.  There's several tables with data for the 2017
33 surveys.  Generally it looks like the population is
34 stable to increasing with good lamb production, so that
35 was good news.
36
37                 And so that's like the first four
38 tables I think -- first three tables.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Where is it.
41
42                 MS. CELLARIUS:  In the wildlife report,
43 it's the second report in the packet.
44
45                 In addition to the surveys there are
46 two sheep research projects ongoing in the Park.  We're
47 working with Fish and Game on a project to evaluate
48 dall sheep, lamb energetics, survival and dispersal
49 under different harvest management regulations.  That
50
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1 project started last year and it's happening again this
2 year so it'll be -- you know, it's another year or two
3 before we have the results but we'll bring those to you
4 when we have them.
5
6                 There's also a (Indiscernible) funded
7 snow modeling project that was in the -- that's in the
8 same study area and it will help evaluate how snow
9 conditions affect sheep movements.  And there's a link,

10 it's on the middle of Page 2 of the wildlife report, if
11 you want to -- there's some progress reports for that
12 project there.
13
14                 Table 4 has the results from this
15 year's Mentasta Caribou survey.  As I mentioned the low
16 number of collars has hampered efforts to do population
17 estimates.  So the population estimate is on Table 4. 
18 We had a fall herd size estimate of 429.  And then the
19 comp count information is on Table 5.  And so that's
20 got the bull to cow ratio and the calf to cow ratio.
21
22                 Then on Page 4, Table 6 is the Chisana
23 Caribou Herd population estimates and composition
24 counts.  We still need to combine the Alaska and Yukon
25 results.  That survey happened very recently.  And then
26 we're going to need to look at the implications for the
27 Federal subsistence hunt of the Chisana Caribou Herd. 
28 The management plan talks about a minimum of 35 bulls
29 per 100 cows and looking at these numbers, we have to
30 do the math, but we might be getting close to that
31 number.  So the biologists are going to need to talk
32 about that, that conversation hasn't happened yet.
33
34                 Table 7 is information from a project
35 looking into the diet of the Chisana Caribou Herd,
36 based on the analysis of fecal pellets.  We're looking
37 at their winter diet, and part of the question is how
38 much lichen there is out there for them to eat and the
39 results indicate that there's a lot of moss in their
40 winter diet, more moss than as a percentage than some
41 of the other caribou foods that have been looked at.
42
43                 As part of the same effort to look at
44 diet for caribou -- for the Chisana caribou, we've also
45 done some vegetation sampling to compare with the diet
46 work. The table just shows the moss and lichen results,
47 it doesn't include the other vegetation.  Lichens are
48 an important winter forage because they're energy rich,
49 highly palatable and easily digested.  Mosses have
50
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1 extremely low nutritional value and digestibility
2 compared to lichens.  So this is why we're interested
3 in trying to understand what's out there for the
4 Chisana caribou to eat.  And it looks like we have less
5 lichen, which can -- poor winter forage conditions can
6 affect caribou body weight,fecal growth and.....
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is that
9 on.....

10
11                 MS. CELLARIUS:  .....calf -- calf.....
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....both
14 sides.
15
16                 MS. CELLARIUS:  What?
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Are you doing
19 that study on both sides, the Canadian side and the
20 Alaska.....
21
22                 MS. CELLARIUS:  I only.....
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....side?
25
26                 MS. CELLARIUS:  .....know about the
27 diet work occurring in Wrangell-St.Elias.  I don't know
28 what they're doing over on the other side.
29
30                 We're also hoping to get a -- we've
31 been trying for a number of years to get a wolf survey
32 done in the range of the Chisana Caribou Herd and we
33 keep getting -- having trouble with snow conditions,
34 but we're going to try again this spring.
35
36                 And then my report is on the back page. 
37 Mostly it's tables with information about the Federal
38 Subsistence permits.  I'm happy to answer questions if
39 you have questions about those.  I would just say that
40 in terms of the Chisana Caribou Herd hunt for 2017, we
41 issued a total of eight permits.  Three people reported
42 hunting, five of the permittees did not hunt and no
43 caribou were harvested.
44
45                 And I will stop there unless there's
46 any questions.
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Question's
49 anyone.
50
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I must say
4 Barbara does a good job for the Subsistence Resource
5 Commission.
6
7                 MR. GLANZ:  Yes, she does.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.  she

10 helps us out a lot and get through our meetings.
11
12                 Thanks, Barbara.
13
14                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Thank you.  And thank
15 you for letting me get my report done and getting on
16 the road, I appreciate that.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Have
19 a.....
20
21                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Our contact information
22 is on this if you've got questions, please feel to get
23 in touch -- please feel free to get in touch with us.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And have a
26 safe drive.
27
28                 MS. CELLARIUS:  Thanks.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
31 Back to the annual report, does anybody have any
32 topics.
33
34                 MR. GLANZ:   I thought we took care of
35 that already.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This would be
38 for the next one and.....
39
40                 MR. GLANZ:  Oh, I see.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....then
43 what would happen is it would go in our book as a draft
44 and then we could still add at our next meeting.....
45
46                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay. 
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....another
49 topic, that's how we've done it in the past.
50
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1                 So does anyone have any topics for the
2 next annual report.
3
4                 Andy.
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  I'm not really sure how
7 to word this but something that might be really useful
8 information as we move forward on the hunter education
9 and outreach, is to try and have some kind of analysis

10 done on where people are hunting, when they leave their
11 home regions, around the state.  I don't know how --
12 how we could maybe do this or whatever, but I think
13 it's going to be really important to kind of understand 
14 why people leave their home region to hunt other areas,
15 what their expectations are, what some of the costs are
16 involved in that.  
17
18                 I think understanding that a little bit
19 is going to pretty important to try and craft the
20 proper types of messages and have understanding of why
21 people leave their home regions.
22
23                 I'm just not really sure, you know, how
24 that would take place but I think it might be really
25 useful information into the future.
26
27                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair.  To help
28 Staff, could you maybe be more clear.  Do you mean
29 State residents or just Federally-qualified users?
30
31                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, I think it's both. 
32 It's the trickle down, or what we're calling the -- or
33 I call the domino effect, is both State and Federal
34 so.....
35
36                 MS. KENNER:  Okay. 
37
38                 MR. BASSICH:  .....I don't know if Fish
39 and Game has any data on that through their Subsistence
40 Division, they might, but it's a phenomenon that seems
41 to be happening at an accelerated rate every year and
42 it's real and it's having impacts.  So I think
43 beginning to try and understand it is going to be kind
44 of important if we're going to try and address it in
45 the future.
46
47                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair.  I forgot to
48 introduce myself, this is Pippa Kenner with OSM.  Thank
49 you.
50
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1                 MR. BASSICH:  Maybe, Madame Chair, if I
2 could. I'd leave it up to them to come up with how or
3 what they think they can come up with but I think it's
4 a way of keeping that topic a little bit alive, keeping
5 it in the forefront of some of the discussions.  And
6 it's going to be really important, educationally-wise,
7 because it's not a one-way street that we're going to
8 be dealing with, we have to educate people in rural
9 areas why people in urban areas do what they do and the

10 other way around, so.....
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So kind of
13 helping with the hunter education thing.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.  I think.....
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  .....it's going to be
20 important.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Because that
23 was going to be my next suggestion for a topic was just
24 to support the continuation of the hunter education and
25 ethics thing.  So that could be one and this could be,
26 you know, information too.
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  Right.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So.....
31
32                 MS. WESSELS:  Sue, can I say something.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, you sure
35 can.
36
37                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, I just would like
38 to correct you, sorry.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh.
41
42                 MS. WESSELS:  The annual -- draft
43 annual report will not actually go into your next
44 meeting book, so we're getting the topics now and if
45 there is any other topics that you think of after this
46 meeting, you can email it to me or Sue, or call it in,
47 and we'll put it in and then Sue and I working on
48 finalizing.....
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Humm.
2
3                 MS. WESSELS:  .....it.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I kind of
6 remember it going that way so maybe I'm having another
7 brain zap.
8
9                 Okay. 

10
11                 It seemed like we always come up with
12 what we want in the report and it seemed like then we
13 do it at the next meeting.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  I guess.....
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah.  Another thing that
20 I'm kind of interested in is trying to have a little
21 bit better understanding how the Federal Subsistence
22 Board or OSM deals with traditional ecological
23 knowledge information, how they integrate that into
24 their analysis and how that -- how the Federal
25 Subsistence Board takes that into consideration when
26 they make decisions on things.  I've never really seen
27 anything that really outlines how that takes place and
28 what weight it carries.  But, you know, it's been
29 something we've been talking about for -- ever since
30 I've gotten involved in any of this back in the late
31 '90s and it's important and I think it, you know, some
32 of our discussions that we just had today point out
33 that -- that there is a lot of traditional ecological
34 knowledge out there but because it's not hard numbers
35 and hard science it's really hard for a body that's
36 governed by laws, regulations and statutes to somehow
37 justify that and it's a big issue but -- but it would
38 be interesting to hear a response from the OSM, or the
39 Federal Subsistence Board on that, how they weight that
40 in their decisions.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anyone else
43 have any topics that you can think of right now.
44
45                 (No comments)
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You have
48 until the end of the meeting, and I guess you can call
49 me is what she's telling me.
50
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1                 You know one I thought of is some of
2 these -- the three sheep seasons in the books and on
3 the State side, I think we need more information
4 because I think -- the information that I got is
5 showing that there's some increased use on the State
6 side by non-subsistence rural people, so I think it's
7 -- I'd like to know more about that and maybe -- I'm
8 going to suggest that we work with the State and figure
9 out how we can -- I did ask Doreen before -- she isn't

10 in here right now but she said that, it's 2020 until
11 the State can take up this region again.  That's three
12 years from now. I guess they're taking it up at the
13 next meeting in March, here, is that what's going on --
14 but at any rate, I would like to see that in the annual
15 report.
16
17                 It's important to think about the
18 increase -- equipment that people can use for a
19 snowmachine to get to sheep country in March and April. 
20 And if they're snowmachining into -- right up on cliffs
21 and getting them and they're -- I just don't feel like
22 -- I feel like we need to address that ASAP.
23
24                 Would you all agree on that one?
25
26                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yes.
27
28                 MR. GLANZ:  Yes.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do you guys
31 have any?
32
33                 MR. GLANZ:  Madame Chair. 
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
36
37                 MR. GLANZ:  We was talking about that
38 the other day, me and Andy, about how the caribou --
39 these snowmachines go over caribou -- I mean you see
40 them go up those hills like that and you got two and a
41 half inch track with 140, 150 horsepower, you can go
42 anywhere up there, as long as you don't tip over
43 backwards, you just keep -- and a lot of that stuff has
44 to be addressed because these snowmachines aren't the
45 old, you know, dog sleds, you know, so I mean it's
46 something else I'd like to see addressed.
47
48                 MR. BASSICH:  Air boats.
49
50
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1                 MR. GLANZ:  What's that?
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  You need to
4 turn on.....
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  And air boats.  Air boats
7 are another thing that's really changing the face of
8 the hunting activity that's taking place.  It's
9 becoming much more prevalent because of the abilities

10 of them and it's -- it's creating a lot of problems,
11 let's put it that way, to be diplomatic.
12
13                 MR. GLANZ:  You don't have to worry
14 about sneaking up on moose when you're driving an air
15 boat.
16
17                 (Laughter)
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  True story,
20 uh.  I'll have to -- on those snowmachines, I mean I go
21 over and work at Arctic Man, I help an artist sell his
22 t-shirts over there and when you go into Summit Lake
23 and you look at the mountains, I mean steep mountains
24 and there's this (makes sound) to the top and all the
25 way back down all over the place, so it's kind of --
26 pretty amazing, so I get that -- equipment's getting
27 better and we need to probably think about that.
28
29                 MR. BASSICH:  One other topic about
30 fisheries.
31
32                 On fisheries stuff, we had a successful
33 king and chum salmon season this year.  I think harvest
34 of king salmon for subsistence was probably fully met
35 but one of the concerns, which is rearing its ugly head
36 again is the stripping of fish and illegal sales of
37 fish again.  And I think that's -- it's just human
38 nature but somehow the State and the Feds have to get
39 together to start figuring out how we're going to --
40 how we're going to address this because it's -- in my
41 view, the problem that we have is that it's a
42 completely unregulated commercial activity and it's --
43 it's -- I'm not judging whether it's right or wrong for
44 a community to do it, there's a long tradition for some
45 communities, this is the way they make their living,
46 but if I was a commercial fisherman in Y1 and Y2 and I
47 had to follow all the rules and regulations and seasons
48 and numbers of fish and record all my fish, and yet
49 somebody up river could just fish as long as they want
50
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1 and not record any of it and sell that fish just the
2 way I would sell the fish, I'd have problems with that.
3
4                 And I think it goes one step farther,
5 because many of these fish are probably not recorded in
6 the subsistence activity, it's really skewing data,
7 which is really important for managers to fully
8 understand total run sizes and total harvest for future
9 management.

10
11                 So I don't know if it's really time
12 appropriate, maybe we ought to give it another year but
13 I guess my request is that the State and the Federal
14 entities begin to have some kind of a dialogue on how
15 they can address that because under State law it's
16 completely illegal and under Federal law, we have
17 crafted through this RAC, through the Tri-RAC system
18 some allowances for it.  But there needs to be some
19 form of regulation or some form of an ability to
20 restrain it on some years when fishing may not be able
21 to support it.
22
23                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  So you heard there was
24 a lot of illegal sale of subsistence salmon,
25 specifically king salmon maybe?
26
27                 MR. BASSICH:  Stripping.
28
29                 Yeah, the -- you know, going back, it's
30 just -- people in the regions that's how they make
31 their money in certain parts of the Yukon and -- and
32 it's well documented, and now that the king salmon are
33 coming back and subsistence fisheries are coming into
34 full blown subsistence fisheries again the activity is
35 happening again.  And I don't know it's just something
36 we need to start being a little proactive on and I
37 don't know if it's just an educational thing or if it's
38 something that we need to try and figure our some kind
39 of a regulatory process.  But if I was a biologist I'd
40 want to know how many fish come up the river, how many
41 fish are harvested, it doesn't matter whether it's
42 commercial, legal, or illegal, I'd want to know that if
43 I'm going to be able to make good quality assessments.
44
45                 So it's a concern I have.
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER: 
48 (Indiscernible - no microphone)
49
50
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1                 REPORTER:  Your mic.
2
3                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Sorry.  What
4 we're hearing, you're all in agreement.
5
6                 (Council nods affirmatively)
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  
9

10                 MR. GLANZ:  But I'm sure -- ask Andrew
11 a question, did -- were they allowed to use their
12 driftnets down stream then, by the mouth with this
13 king.
14
15                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Did it work?
16
17                 MR. GLANZ:  What's that?
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, most of the
20 customary -- as it's called through the Federal
21 Program, customary and traditional trade of fish
22 happens more in the middle, or GASH region, the lower
23 river has commercial fisheries, not so much on king
24 salmon yet but it's probably going to start opening up
25 a little bit.  But it's basically subsistence-caught
26 fish that are then stripped and sold and there are
27 provisions for that under the Federal regulations in
28 the middle river regions.
29
30                 So I'm just concerned about that in the
31 long-term, because I think it very heavily contributed
32 to that crash that we had.  It was the tipping point. 
33 So I'm not opposed to it, I just would like to see us
34 get some kind of resolution on some way to have some
35 sorts of reporting or regulatory actions that are able
36 to be enforced on years when the fisheries are not able
37 to support it.  Because we still -- the king salmon
38 aren't out of the woods.  We still have a number of
39 years that we need to do conservation on king salmon.
40
41                 I'm afraid it might really slow that
42 down.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Virgil.
45
46                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay, I said this in my
47 opening comments at the start of the meeting about the
48 king salmon numbers on our side of the border because,
49 you know, we had the highest number, I believe since
50
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1 2003 or 2004 pass the Pilot Station sonar, but we've
2 got this handout from Tanana Chiefs Conference on the
3 weir on Henshaw Creek, which is in the upper Koyukuk,
4 where they had -- this year they had over 300,000
5 summer chum salmon they counted, but they only counted
6 -- and I can't tell by this graph, but everyone should
7 have this, it was over there on the table.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.

10
11                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  But it shows how many
12 -- the last three years 2015 they had over 2,000 king
13 salmon, then last year they had over in the
14 neighborhood of 1,300, this year only in the
15 neighborhood of 500, and like I said earlier, the
16 weir's run by Fish and Wildlife Service, one on the
17 Andreafsky River and one on the Gisasa River, showed
18 basically the same thing, on the numbers of king
19 salmon, and then the Chena and the Salcha didn't really
20 have good counting conditions this year.  Although I
21 know that they had DIDSON sonar on the Chena so they'll
22 have a -- be able to reconstruct the run basically and
23 get a halfway count on the king salmon.
24
25                 But if you go by how many cross the
26 border into Canada and then how many were at these
27 various counting projects that we have on the river, it
28 demonstrates that either the sonar overcounted fish or
29 something happened to it, a whole gob of them, you
30 know, maybe 100,000.
31
32                 But anyway I just thought I'd mention
33 that again.  Thank you, Madame Chair.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  That's
36 Virgil's topic, uh-huh, we're all in agreement.
37
38                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
39
40                 MR. GLANZ:  Yes.
41
42                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yes.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Any
45 others.
46
47                 (No comments)
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There will
50
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1 come a time that I got to go.
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Maybe Gerald may want
4 to say something.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  What'd you
7 say?
8
9                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Maybe Gerald might want

10 to say something back there.  He's sitting back there,
11 the Fish and Wildlife Service.
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, is he
14 the one that's coming up next.
15
16                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I don't know.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh.
19
20                 MS. WESSELS:  No, he's not doing a.....
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, it's
23 our annual report.  It's our annual report.
24
25                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay. 
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So we're just
28 giving topics, we don't need to drag it out.
29
30                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Okey-dokie.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anything
33 else.
34
35                 (No comments)
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anything
38 else.
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Let's move on.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, let's
43 move on.
44
45                 2018 Fisheries Resource Monitoring
46 Program.
47
48                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
49 For the record my name is Pippa Kenner with OSM.
50
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1                 I have a PowerPoint that I'd like to
2 present you.  I'm all set up.  I need someone to help
3 me turn on the projector and.....
4
5                 MS. MAAS:  You're blinding Sue.
6
7                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  We're in the way.
8
9                 MS. KENNER:  .....you probably

10 need.....
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  How did I
13 know.
14
15                 MS. KENNER:  .....to move into the
16 audience, the rest of you can stay.
17
18                 (Laughter)
19
20                 (Pause)
21
22                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you everybody.  This
23 PowerPoint is put together for the purpose of
24 anticipating and answering questions you're likely to
25 have about the Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program. 
26 And I know that we are getting a little short on time
27 but I think it would really save some time by going
28 over it, although I will go through it a little bit
29 faster than I usually do.
30
31                 Okay. 
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Great.
34
35                 MS. KENNER:  Okay.  
36
37                 Our goal today is to present you with a
38 brief overview of the Fisheries Resource Monitoring
39 Program and its accomplishments to date.  This
40 presentation begins on Page 473 of your Council books,
41 and there are copies at the back of the room.
42
43                 We will review the funding process,
44 your regional overview and finish up by requesting
45 Council comments on the proposed 2018 Fisheries
46 Resource Monitoring Program in the Yukon region.
47
48                 No motion is necessary.
49
50
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1                 The Fisheries Resource Monitoring
2 Program is a multi-disciplinary collaborative effort
3 that enhances subsistence fisheries research and
4 provides necessary information for the management of
5 subsistence fisheries on Federal public lands in
6 Alaska.  We encourage partnerships between tribes,
7 rural organizations, universities and Federal and State
8 agencies.  In addition, we encourage inter-disciplinary
9 approaches to conducting research and addressing

10 issues.
11
12                 The Monitoring Program is administered
13 through the Office of Subsistence Management in order
14 to advance projects of strategic importance to the
15 Federal Subsistence Management Program.  The Office of
16 Subsistence Management also coordinates communications
17 and information sharing of ongoing and new subsistence
18 research efforts.
19
20                 Since its inception in 2000, the
21 monitoring program has funded 452 projects statewide,
22 with the total allocation of close to $117 million. 
23 The figures on this slide show both the allocation of
24 funds and the number of projects funded through the
25 Monitoring Program by the organization of the principal
26 investigator.  It should be noted that some of these
27 funds have been used by the principal investigator or
28 organizations to subcontract with research partners
29 such as communities, tribes and other research
30 organizations.  Other includes universities, non-profit
31 organizations and other non-government organizations.
32
33                 This slide shows the allocation of
34 funds by region.  Budget guidelines provide an initial
35 target for planning, however they are not final and are
36 often adjusted as needed to ensure that we fund quality
37 projects.
38
39                 The state is divided into six regions
40 that approximately correspond to Federal subsistence
41 fisheries areas and to stock, harvest and community
42 issues that those regions hold in common.  The
43 Monitoring Program also accepts and encourages
44 proposals that span multiple regions.
45
46                 For each of the six regions, OSM Staff
47 work with Regional Advisory Councils and Federal and
48 State fishery and land managers to ensure the
49 Monitoring Program focuses on the highest subsistence
50
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1 fishery information needs.  Input and guidance from
2 Councils are used to develop priority information needs
3 by identifying issues of local concern and knowledge
4 gaps related to subsistence fisheries.  The priority
5 information needs that Councils developed for the Yukon
6 region are on Page 482 of your Council book.  Ideally 
7 principal investigators will work closely with Councils
8 in order to develop strong proposals that are
9 responsive to those needs.

10
11                 The Office of Subsistence Management
12 provides technical assistance as needed.
13
14                 The Program requests new projects every
15 two years.  Submissions must be complete, on time, and
16 address five criteria outlined in the notice of funding
17 opportunity in order to be competitive.  Those criteria
18 are strategic priority, technical and scientific merit,
19 investigator ability and resources, partnership and
20 capacity building and the cost benefit of the project.
21
22                 A more detailed description of the five
23 criteria can be found on Page 478 of your Council book.
24
25                 Once submitted, a Technical Review
26 Committee evaluates and rates each proposed project. 
27 The Technical Review Committee is a standing inter-
28 agency committee of senior technical experts.  It is
29 the responsibility of the Technical Review Committee to
30 develop the strongest possible Monitoring Program for
31 your region and across the state based on high quality,
32 cost effective projects that address critical
33 subsistence questions.
34
35                 During the proposal evaluation process,
36 the Technical Review Committee adheres to specific
37 guidelines in order to assess how well a project
38 addressed the five criteria.  While some agencies may
39 have more than one senior expert on the committee, for
40 example, a social scientist and a fisheries biologist,
41 each agency only provides one, single, consolidated
42 review and does not score their own proposals.  The
43 final score for each proposal is based on an assessment
44 of the five criteria.
45
46                 Once a draft monitoring plan is
47 developed and is brought before the Regional Advisory
48 Councils for their input and comments.  And this is
49 where we are in the current cycle and we're going to
50
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1 come back to this in a minute.
2
3                 Additional comments on the process and
4 draft 2018 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program in the
5 Yukon region are provided by the Inter-Agency Staff
6 Committee and these, along with those developed by the
7 Councils, are then forwarded on to the Federal
8 Subsistence Board.  The Board takes into consideration
9 comments and concerns generated by the process and

10 makes recommendations about the funding plan.  Final
11 approval of the funding plan is made by the Assistant
12 Regional Director of the Office of Subsistence
13 Management, who is Gene Peltola.
14
15                 So moving on to the Yukon region.
16
17                 In the Yukon region of Alaska, 114
18 projects have been undertaken for approximately $20.6
19 million in funding.  Project leads were predominately
20 held by the Department of the Interior or the State of
21 Alaska.
22
23                 For 2018 the Department of the
24 Interior, through the US Fish and Wildlife Service will
25 provide an anticipated $1 to $1.5 million in funding
26 for new projects and up to $1.6 million for ongoing
27 projects that were initially funded in 2016.  The US
28 Department of Agriculture, through the US Forest
29 Service has historically provided $1.8 million
30 annually, the amount the US Department of Agriculture
31 funding available for 2018 projects is uncertain. 
32 Please note that the available funding for 2018 is
33 budgeted for each project's first year and not the
34 total project request.
35
36                 For the Yukon region, nine projects
37 were submitted and can be found on Page 484 of your
38 Council books and in here in the PowerPoint.
39
40                 The projects are listed in order by
41 their strength of their Technical Review Committee
42 scores.  Justifications for the order, the project
43 order, begin on Page 485 of your Council books and
44 project abstracts begin on Page 497 of your Council
45 books.
46
47                 So, once, again, here we are at Step 4.
48
49                 Uh-oh, that was not.....
50
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1                 (Pause)
2
3                 MS. KENNER:  .....of the Monitoring
4 Program funding process.
5
6                 We are looking for your input and
7 comments on the draft Monitoring Program for your
8 region, and, remember, no motion is necessary.
9

10                 I'm going to go back.
11
12                 These are all the projects that were
13 submitted for the Yukon region.
14
15                 I will now step back and take your
16 comments.  Comments might be how these projects and
17 scores compare to your priority information needs.  You
18 may have information about some of these projects or
19 species that the Technical Review Committee overlooked
20 or didn't -- might not know about, things like that.
21
22                 Thank you. 
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And that's on
25 Page 484 in our book.
26
27                 Okay. 
28
29                 So I believe we could probably turn the
30 PowerPoint off and look in our books from this point,
31 correct, Peppa.
32
33                 MS. KENNER:  Yes.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
36
37                 MS. KENNER:  Yes, Madame Chair, thank
38 you.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  
41
42                 (Pause)
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, Council
45 members.
46
47                 Input.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  Question.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  How far down the line is
4 the funding going to be available for?
5
6                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair. 
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
9

10                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you very much for
11 that question.  
12
13                 On average since 2000, about 18 percent
14 of funding has gone to the Yukon region.  All Yukon
15 region funding comes from the US Fish and Wildlife
16 Service and that'll be between $1 and $1.5 million
17 total for the state for new projects.
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay.  So I guess what I
20 was trying to figure out is under this scoring process,
21 how many of these projects, if you were to go through
22 the ranking and award projects, how many of these will
23 be funded for next year, are we only looking at one or
24 two, the top one or two or what?
25
26                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair, this is
27 Pippa Kenner for the record.  Three or four.
28
29                 MR. BASSICH:  If I may.  Can someone
30 clarify for me, did I hear that the Henshaw Creek lost
31 its funding for next year, that we won't be doing
32 Henshaw Creek again or -- I had heard that a few of the
33 weirs that had been funded through this program may not
34 be funded into the future and I had some concerns about
35 that.
36
37                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair.  Thank you
38 for the question.  That's actually what we're talking
39 about now.  As you see on here there are some weirs.
40
41                 Now, depending on what you see in the
42 abstracts that will explain the funding for this, not
43 all these projects are funded entirely by the FRMP.  I
44 mean of those continuation projects.  Often times we
45 pick up 50 percent or something like that.
46
47                 MR. BASSICH:  Is there anybody that can
48 answer that question.
49
50
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1                 (No comments)
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  I guess what I'm
4 considered about is Henshaw Creek.  One of the things
5 that I think is really important in fisheries
6 management is to have long-term data sets so Gisasa,
7 Adreafsky and Henshaw have always been very reliable
8 projects with really important long-term data sets and
9 that's really important to continue long-term data sets

10 for our fisheries.  So I'm just concerned if some of
11 those are going to start falling off the board and
12 we're going to lose those long-term data sets. Some of
13 these have been running for what, 20 years, Virgil.
14
15                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Uh-huh.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  He can't hear
18 you.
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay.  Maybe I should
21 sign.....
22
23                 MR. MCKENNA:   Yeah, hi, Madame Chair,
24 this is.....
25
26                 MR. BASSICH:  .....language him.
27
28                 MR. MCKENNA:  .....Brian McKenna on
29 line.
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  There's
32 Brian, go ahead.
33
34                 MR. MCKENNA:  Yeah, thanks for the
35 question there.  The Henshaw Creek is currently funded
36 through the 2019 run.  So it will be -- it is funded
37 for the next two seasons.
38
39                 MR. BASSICH:  Great.
40
41                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you for that Brian,
42 also Pippa Kenner with OSM.  It's on a different
43 funding cycle so it will come up for funding in the
44 next cycle.
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  Where
47 are we at, anything else.
48
49                 MR. WOODRUFF:  I had one.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Donald.
2
3                 MR. WOODRUFF:  18-203, the application
4 of mixed stock analysis of Yukon.....
5
6                 REPORTER:  Turn your mic on.
7
8                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, my
9 goodness.

10
11                 MR. WOODRUFF:  18-203, application of
12 mixed stock analysis for the Yukon River chum salmon.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is that a
15 question?
16
17                 MR. WOODRUFF:  No, that's just one that
18 I'm very interested in.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And turn that
21 mic on and say that.
22
23                 MR. WOODRUFF:  This is just one that I
24 think is very valuable for subsistence use and I read
25 the abstract here and it seems to be pretty on top of
26 it.
27
28                 Thank you. 
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do you have
31 any Andrew.
32
33
34                 (No comments)
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anybody else
37 have anything.
38
39                 MR. BASSICH:  Can I ask.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
42
43                 MR. BASSICH:  Just something to
44 clarify, are you asking from us for our recommendations
45 on these or just -- I guess I'm a little unclear.....
46
47                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  .....what information
50
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1 you're seeking from us at this point in time.
2
3                 If some of these are -- if there's a
4 tie -- I see there's a tie between three, are you
5 asking for us to try and pick out one that, if the
6 funding's available, would be funded or, I'm just a
7 little unclear.
8
9                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.

10
11                 MS. KENNER:  Madame Chair.  Thank you
12 for the question, and this is Pippa Kenner again.
13
14                 Well, the scoring that you see here in
15 this table was done by the Technical Review Committee
16 and it won't change.  This is an opportunity to include
17 the Council and Council comments in the process, that
18 we will carry these messages to the Board, and so we're
19 not looking for any kind of comment, but anything that
20 you want the Board to hear about these projects.
21
22                 Thank you. 
23
24                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So is there
25 anything else that the Council wants to add.
26
27                 MR. BASSICH:  Nope.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So the
30 scoring is one through seven, by priority, right?
31
32                 MR. BASSICH:  Correct.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
35
36                 MS. KENNER:  It's by the Technical
37 Review Committee score.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
40
41                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  But there's nine of
42 them.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And is there
45 a chance that some of these won't be funded?
46
47                 MR. BASSICH:  Yep.  The bottom three or
48 four.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  So I'm
2 just doing that to get you to help out here.
3
4                 Virgil.
5
6                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay, some of these are
7 long-term projects that have been going on for a long
8 time, like the East Fork Andreafsky River, and it's
9 tied for fifth, and so my question is this, if -- and

10 you said there's only three or four of these that'll
11 probably get funded and so does the East Fork
12 Andreafsky drop off or are they going to look for other
13 funding somewhere or what's the deal there?  That's the
14 Kenai Refuge who runs that, I believe, or used to.
15
16                 MS. KENNER:  Thank you, Madame Chair. 
17 And this is Pippa Kenner.  I am familiar with some of
18 the details of this project but I am -- right now,
19 without going and looking I can't tell you exactly who
20 the principal investigator is.  What I will tell you
21 about this is that the higher they are on the list the
22 more likely they will be funded, but we still have a
23 process to go through, and comments to collect.
24
25                 MR. BASSICH:  So I think what you're
26 hearing from Virgil and I is that these long-term data
27 sets that these weirs are very important to the
28 fisheries management on the Yukon River and I'm going
29 to take the liberty of saying Virgil and I would very
30 much like to see funding available to continue these
31 long-term data sets at these weir sites.  It's very
32 important to subsistence -- or to the fisheries
33 management, long-term, very important data sets that we
34 rely on as Yukon River Panel members to look at to see
35 trends and conditions of the salmon runs, changes in
36 the salmon runs.  So they're kind of canary in the coal
37 mine sometimes, as Virgil pointed out in one of his
38 past comments.  
39
40                 They're very important to us.
41
42                 MR. MASCHMANN:  Yeah, the East Fork and
43 the -- this is Gerald Maschmann with US Fish and
44 Wildlife Service from the Fairbanks Office.  The
45 Fairbanks office runs the Andreafsky River weir.  It
46 used to be through the Kenai office, but I think we
47 took it over in '03, maybe was our first year, or '01,
48 something like that.
49
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That tells you how long
2 I've been involved in this stuff.
3
4                 (Laughter)
5
6                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  The Gisasa, I think,
7 has been running since '95, I'm not sure.
8
9                 So my question is this, Gerald, you're

10 probably the guy that would know this answer.  If the
11 Office of Subsistence Management doesn't produce any
12 funding for either one of those weir projects, do you
13 think they're going to continue on and funding's going
14 to come from someplace else?
15
16                 MR. MASCHMANN:  Those two projects are
17 both through my office and so in a way they're kind of
18 my projects so I'm trying to dance around without maybe
19 advocating for my own project, but they're pretty much
20 100 percent funded through OSM, I'm not sure where we
21 would find the money to fund them if we don't receive
22 this money.
23
24                 So, again, if somebody was -- sometimes
25 I'm amazed that somebody pulls money out of somewhere
26 but, you know, the weirs are expensive to operate and
27 so I guess my answer is I don't know if we would be
28 able to fund them through some alternate means if OSM
29 doesn't fund them, but if OSM does fund them then that
30 might mean one of these other projects, or more would
31 have to drop off and, you know, I think they're also
32 important too, so -- but I guess part of the reason
33 you're here is to advise the Federal Subsistence Board
34 what you think is important.
35
36                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Well, I have
37 something to say.  And that is we've got -- we've had a
38 problem with king salmon for.....
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Decades.
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  .....we're going on 
43 over 20 years now that I've been noticing it
44 personally.  And one of our big problems is we have not
45 had historical assessment projects that did the -- what
46 they call ASL, age, sex and length, and these are two
47 of the longest ones we've had, the EastFork
48 Andreafsky's right in the lower Yukon though, and those
49 fish aren't even targeted, either commercially or
50
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1 subsistence very much but the Gisasa sure are and we
2 don't really have one up from there.  We had one on the
3 Tozitna that BLM ran for six years, it was a really
4 good project.  And then we've got projects in Canada. 
5 But then they do, what they call carcass pitching,
6 which I absolutely hate, to determine what the ratio of
7 males and females was and then our apportionment nets
8 at the border are totally screwed up because they don't
9 use small mesh gillnets, five inches, Jan knows, five

10 inches is the smallest, Jan, in the apportionment at
11 the border.
12
13                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Yep.
14
15                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I think it is.
16
17                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Yep.
18
19                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  But at Pilot
20 they go down to two and three quarters.  So they
21 measure king salmon at Pilot that's the size of a
22 grayling, and count it as a king salmon, it gets to the
23 Canadian border and you've got five and six pound king
24 salmon swimming through the net.  And so they don't get
25 counted as males, they get counted on the sonar, but
26 they get counted as just a king salmon and so the
27 apportionment nets are catching lots of females but
28 they catch very little of the males and so we have a
29 false report of the male to female ratio.  That's why
30 we need these weirs like the Gisasa and the East Fork
31 Andreafsky.
32
33                 If anyone read this thing on the
34 Henshaw Creek, because a lot of people don't really
35 understand how those things work, but they physically
36 count a portion of the fish and they actually look at
37 them to hopefully be able to determine what sex they
38 are and when they're on a spawning river it's a lot
39 easier to tell what sex they are.
40
41                 But, anyway, that's one of the big
42 issues, is trying to advocate for conservation of these
43 king salmon is to quit killing the big old women and
44 let them go breed and quit letting all the horny
45 teenage boys on the spawning grounds.
46
47                 (Laughter)
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I mean that's our
2 problem and these are the only ways you can prove it,
3 is keep these projects going.
4
5                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So relate
6 that to what you want.
7
8                 MS. KENNER:  We get it.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
11 they get it, thank God.
12
13                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  I support those two
14 projects over some of these new ones.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
17
18                 MR. BASSICH:  Correct.  I concur.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Do we need
21 any more discussion.
22
23                 (No comments)
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
26 Moving rapidly along.
27
28                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Or moving along.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
31
32                 Agency reports.
33
34                 Any tribal government reports.
35
36                 (No comments)
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Or Native
39 organizations, any reports.
40
41                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, we have Nicole with
42 TCC.
43
44                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Is she out
45 there.
46
47                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah.  And we need to set
48 up a PowerPoint for her.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  There
2 is one and we need the PowerPoint.
3
4                 MS. KENNER:  I'll leave my computer
5 here then.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'll move.
8
9                 (Off record comments RE PowerPoint)

10
11                 (Pause)
12
13                 MS. FARNHAM:  All right, we are ready. 
14 So I guess it's now good evening, everybody. I am
15 Nicole Farnham.  I am one of the fisheries biologists
16 at the Tanana Chiefs Conference and I'm going to be
17 doing my presentation as well as Brian McKenna.  He
18 actually just had prior commitments come up so he's now
19 off the line. 
20
21                 So I'm going to start with my stuff
22 first.
23
24                 And just a brief introduction about
25 TCC, and I know a lot of you guys know this, but our
26 mission at TCC is to protect the cultural and
27 traditional lifestyle and the resources that fuel it. 
28 It's our goal to help advocate for the conservation and
29 sustainability of these customary and traditional
30 practices so that it may be continued to be passed down
31 from generation to generation.  We strive to
32 incorporate traditional knowledge into current research
33 and management systems and to develop partnerships with
34 other agencies and organizations to help these goals.
35
36                 So the two projects I'm in charge of is
37 the famous Henshaw Creek weir, as well as our Henshaw
38 Creek Science and Culture Camp.  Both of these were
39 conducted this summer, very successfully.
40
41                 So as we were just talking about a few
42 minutes ago, Henshaw is a long-term data set, which is
43 amazing for the salmon runs to see how they've changed
44 over time.
45
46                 This project has been operated since
47 2000.  In 2000 it was a counting tower, and in 2001 it
48 transitioned into a weir.  And in 2007 TCC took it over
49 from Fish and Wildlife.  We have many partnerships to
50
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1 help make this project a success each year.  Fish and
2 Wildlife helps with our preseason training, such as our
3 motorboat safety course, our bear awareness and
4 firearms training.  They also help us with our
5 installation and as well as our in-season data.  ADF&G
6 provides our post-season analysis for our ages from the
7 scales we collected, and then the village of Allakaket
8 and Kanuti Wildlife Refuge in Bettles helps provide
9 logistical support throughout the season.

10
11                 So this year out at Henshaw.
12
13                 We started counting on June 25th and
14 stopped counting July 30th.  Our first chum passed
15 through the weir on June 25th.  The first chinook
16 passed through on June 26th.  For our season totals. 
17 We had 677 chinook and a record breaking of 360,687
18 chum.  This was almost 100,000 more than the previous
19 year.
20
21                 Alrighty.
22
23                 So this graph is depicting our chinook
24 escapements since 2000. No data was collected in 2006
25 and in 2014 due to flooding.  2015 is still our record
26 holding year.  This year's bar for 2017 is actually
27 slightly below our yearly average and average has been
28 skewed because of the 2015 run.
29
30                 And here's our chum.
31
32                 So our chum have been continually able
33 to -- have been continually increasing over the last
34 five years.  This year was a well above average for the
35 escapement.  It was, again, the highest recorded on
36 record.  And there has been a lot of question as to
37 what could be driving this, and it's actually a thesis
38 I'm looking into for grad school.
39
40                 So some preliminary ASL data.
41
42                 So we sampled on the weir this year,
43 489 chinook, which was 72.2 percent of the total fish
44 that we counted, and when I say count, we actually run
45 24 hour counts on this weir, we have somebody sitting
46 there hitting a number clicker 24 hours a day, seven
47 days a week.  We do not use a video monitoring program
48 whatsoever. So we are old style, as people like to put
49 it nowadays.  We sampled a total of 760 chum, which was
50
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1 about .2 percent of the run.  And you guys can see here
2 the difference in our lengths as well as our
3 comparative of male to female ratios.
4
5                 On to our science camp.
6
7                 So science camp has been conducted with
8 TCC and Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge as well as the
9 Allakaket Tribal Council since 2008, if I recall

10 correctly.  This year we had elders Sam Henry from
11 Allakaket and Bill Derendoff from Huslia.  We had
12 Alyssa Morris from Fish and Wildlife as well as Vince
13 Mathews, and our fisheries technicians who helped with
14 our fish days.  Our goal for this camp is to connect
15 the youth with nature, inspire them to become stewards
16 and active participants in conserving their land and
17 resources.  We also want to help educate them in
18 natural sciences to help with their traditional
19 knowledge and techniques.
20
21                 So this slide shows various things that
22 we do out at camp.
23
24                 We made birch tree name tags.  The kids
25 did a whole day learning salmon biology and weir
26 sampling and fish dissection, they all claim that's the
27 favorite part of their whole trip out there.  They
28 really enjoyed the weir.  We actually had, Bill, one of
29 our elders come into the weir and actually help us
30 sample, which was the first time that's ever happened,
31 which was really cool.
32
33                 All right.  On to Brian McKenna, who is
34 our Partners Program fisheries biologist.
35
36                 And excuse me as I look at my phone, he
37 has sent me what he'd like me to say.
38
39                 So here's Brian.
40
41                 So he -- the two goals -- the two
42 projects he will be covering are on the Teedraanjik and
43 the Coleen Rivers.  The main objectives were to collect
44 tissues samples from spawning chinook and chum salmon
45 to further develop and refine the genetic baseline to
46 collect age, sex and length data to describe each
47 population and to conduct aerial and ground surveys to
48 determine the spectral extent of spawning activity
49 which will be used to update the anadromous waters
50
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1 catalog.
2
3                 All right.
4
5                 So tissue samples were collected from
6 individual spawning populations of salmon and can be
7 analyzed to establish the unique genetic markers for
8 population or region of populations.  The Alaska
9 Department of Fish and Game genetics requires 200

10 tissue samples per spawning population to be able to
11 accurately and confidently incorporate a spawning
12 population into the genetic baseline.  Our goal was to
13 collect as many tissue samples as possible up to 200
14 per spawning population and send the samples to the lab
15 for genetic analysis.  We were able to, this year,
16 collect a total of 326 tissue samples.  In the Coleen
17 we collected 42 chinook samples, which brings the
18 running total for this population up to 104.  We
19 collected 101 samples from fall chum in the Coleen
20 River.  There were no previous fall chum samples for
21 this system.  In the Teedraanjik we collected 48
22 chinook samples and we now have a total of 98 samples. 
23 We also collected 135 samples from fall chum salmon
24 sampling -- or spawn chum -- spawning in the
25 (indiscernible) of the Teedraanjik.  There were no
26 previous samples from this location either.  Both the
27 Coleen and Teedraanjik still require additional
28 sampling for both species.  We anticipate being able to
29 complete the chinook genetics on both rivers with two
30 more years of sampling and we will be able to complete
31 the genetics for both rivers by next year.
32
33                 All right.
34
35                 Population and demographics.
36
37                 So on top of the genetic collections we
38 also collected ASL, age, sex and length.
39
40                 In the Coleen River we collected ASL
41 data from 38 chinooks of which 39.5 percent were
42 female.  The average male length was 683 millimeters,
43 and the average female length was 859 millimeters.
44
45                 In the Teedraanjik, we collected
46 samples from 47 chinooks of which that was 53.2 percent
47 were female,the average length was 715 millimeters for
48 the males and then for females it was 829.  Sex and
49 length data was collected from 101 chums in the Coleen
50
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1 River and 135 fall chums and the data will be analyzed
2 this winter.
3
4                 So mapping the spawning grounds.
5
6                 So in this picture we used Google
7 Earth, which is down here on the right and this is just
8 another aspect of what we're doing with this project,
9 is to identify and document spawning activity and to

10 determine the spectral extent of the spawning grounds. 
11 This information will be used to submit nominations to
12 update the anadromous waters catalog.
13
14                 In the Coleen we found the majority of
15 the chinooks spawning with concentrated within a 14
16 mile stretch just below Martin Creek.  Conversely the
17 fall chum spawning was even more spread out, beginning
18 near the mouth and going a little above Martin Creek as
19 denoted by the red bank line on the map.  I would show
20 you guys but I am color blind so I cannot see red.  So
21 if you guys can see the red line, great, and I'm sorry
22 I can't point that out.
23
24                 (Laughter)
25
26                 MS. FARNHAM:  Let's see, there is
27 spectral overlap between the two species but they do
28 not utilize different habitats for spawning.  The
29 Google Earth snapshot here illustrates the region, the
30 overlap for these two regions.  Again, this red line
31 indicates the main channel, which is where the chinook
32 salmon were spawning.
33
34                 On to our flight maps.
35
36                 So we actually used a drone to also get
37 some of this footage and this picture is of the flight
38 map that was used for both the helicopter and the drone
39 and it does a good job of showing the side channels of
40 -- one of the side channels highlighted here by the
41 helicopter symbol and this is where the fall chum
42 salmon were spawning. Nearly ever side channel that
43 wasn't blocked off by beaver dams had fall chum
44 spawning in it.
45
46                 Okay. 
47
48                 On to the Teedraanjik.
49
50
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1                 So the map on the right shows where the
2 majority of the chinook salmon spawning is occurring in
3 the Teedraanjik.  The chinook salmon spawning begins
4 near where the Keevenjik Creek enters the Teedraanjik
5 and continues into Canada.  The majority of the
6 spawning was occurring within the US portion of the
7 drainage with a limited number of salmon and reds
8 observed within the first several river miles after
9 entering Canada.  The picture on the left is of a place

10 called Nee'inlii, which refers to a location that
11 provides spawning habitat for fall chum and possibly
12 coho salmon.  The area remains ice free year-round and
13 was traditionally used by people living in Old Salmon
14 Village before they moved to present day Chalkyitsik. 
15 It has been documented by both traditional knowledge
16 and also in the anadromous waters catalog and we are
17 hoping to locate coho salmon nearby for future surveys.
18
19                 We have a short one and a half minute
20 video of the region that we would like to share with
21 you guys.
22
23                 So do we have time.
24
25                 (Council nods affirmatively)
26
27                 MS. FARNHAM:  Okay.  Let's hope this
28 plays.
29
30                 There was sound but for some reason it
31 didn't play at the other RAC meeting, so I'm sorry.
32
33                 (Video playing)
34
35                 (Off record comments regarding video
36 sound)
37
38                 So this footage is with our drones that
39 we are using, we have a few drones in the office, and
40 the drone's going to drop down here briefly and you
41 guys can actually see all these lighter circles, those
42 are the reds, actually, that's where the fish are
43 spawning and you can just see how clear this water is. 
44 And we'll get even closer and you're going to see all
45 these salmon just spawning together.  So if you see
46 movements those are fish.
47
48                 (Video playing)
49
50
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1                 MS. FARNHAM:  Right there.
2
3                 And there are hundreds here.  We
4 literally -- when we were collecting genetics we could
5 just pick and choose, I want that fish or that fish and
6 then you see there's this cloud coming up here on the
7 right, that's where the upwelling of where the water is
8 coming from.
9

10                 (Video playing)
11
12                 MS. FARNHAM:  All right.
13
14                 And I'd like to thank everybody on this
15 list and everybody else for giving our funding and
16 helping us with logistics and everything else and to
17 our awesome bear guard dog, Ms. Rinn who is featured
18 here, she protected us out at science camp this year.
19
20                 And, with that, we will take any
21 questions.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
24
25                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  Great report. 
26 I had a question, if you could go back to your slides
27 on your project there at Henshaw Creek with the size of
28 salmon.
29
30                 Yes.
31
32                 How do some of these averages compare
33 with previous years and historically, have you done any
34 kind of analysis with that.  And, in particularly, I'm
35 kind of concerned when I see the average for males is
36 only 635 millimeters, which is a pretty darn fish and I
37 don't see any going over for your max over 1,000
38 millimeters.
39
40                 MS. FARNHAM:  That's actually a really
41 good question. 
42
43                 So, through the Chair, we -- in your
44 books, I can't remember which page it's on, but we do
45 have our report that was published for the last year
46 that has at least the last three years combined, and
47 you can see how we've analyzed different data and part
48 of my project is actually going to be taking these 20
49 years of data and compiling it into an understandable
50
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1 form.
2
3                 MR. BASSICH:  Great.
4
5                 MS. FARNHAM:  Because the fish are
6 shrinking.
7
8                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
9

10                 And then the other question I had on
11 both projects, both your project and Brian's, is do you
12 guys ever do any girth measurements anymore.  When we
13 were at the heat of our salmon decline, we were very
14 adamant about trying to get some girth measurements
15 from time to time to document the change in size of
16 salmon that used to be quite broad and girthy and
17 there's some thought that the reason why they got so
18 narrow and thin was because of net selectivity, change
19 of genetics of what was getting up to the spawning
20 grounds.  So at one point in time we were asking that
21 occasionally some girth measurements be done and that
22 we collect long-term data sets, maybe every three years
23 to get girth so that we could see any changes.  So
24 something you might think about adding.  It's pretty
25 simple to do.  And it gives really valuable
26 information, potential fecunditity for females.
27
28                 So just something to think about.
29
30                 And personally, for my involvement I
31 would love to be able to see that data collected and be
32 able to maybe in five or six years look back in time
33 and see how things are changing because it's a great
34 indicator for phenotypic changes.
35
36                 But, thanks, great project, great
37 presentations.
38
39                 MS. FARNHAM:  Thanks.  And, yeah, I'll
40 look into that girth thing.  That's actually a really
41 good question but, no, we haven't done that, at least
42 since I've been there or from what I've looked at at
43 the past data so that would be cool.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  It was something
46 initiated by the Yukon River Panel, ADF&G did it for a
47 few years and then they stopped doing it because they
48 just felt like it too much time or whatever, but I
49 think it's something, that, if it was instituted, maybe
50
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1 not every single year but every other year or every
2 third year, it'd still be very valuable long-term data
3 sets to look at.
4
5                 MS. FARNHAM:  Yeah.
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Council
8 members, anyone else.
9

10                 MR. GLANZ:  I have.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Bill.
13
14                 MR. GLANZ:  You say that one area is
15 ice free all year that far north?
16
17                 MS. FARNHAM:  Yes.  
18
19                 MR. GLANZ:  Wow.  What, an underground
20 hot springs or something feeding it.
21
22                 MS. FARNHAM:  Exactly.
23
24                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay. 
25
26                 MS. FARNHAM:  And I can show you guys,
27 I can go back to the video or I can send you a photo. 
28 But where there is a big plume of like dirt, it was
29 like in the right hand corner, on the bottom,that's
30 actually an upwelling.
31
32                 MR. GLANZ:  Wow.
33
34                 MS. FARNHAM:  But it's not warm, it's
35 still really cold.
36
37                 MR. GLANZ:  Well, yeah, I'm sure, it's
38 32 degrees, I mean it's still flowing.  32.1, I mean.
39
40                 Okay, thank you.
41
42                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We have a
43 creek near our place that never freezes, even at 50
44 below, and it's not warm either.
45
46                 Virgil.
47
48                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Has anyone been there
49 in the wintertime.
50
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1                 MS. FARNHAM:  In where?
2
3                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  When those fall chums
4 are spawning and the water doesn't freeze to see if
5 there's a bunch of mallard ducks digging up the eggs
6 and eating them?
7
8                 MS. FARNHAM:  Not anybody from TCC but
9 I bet people who live in that region have.  There might

10 -- I think there's been rumor that people in
11 Chalkyitsik used to go up there but that would be a
12 question for Brian.  I'd be more than happy to direct
13 that to him.
14
15                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Do they go up there to
16 get the ducks?
17
18                 MS. FARNHAM:  I don't know.
19
20                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Well, the reason I'm
21 asking is I know that they do that on the Toklat River.
22 Anyway, but for the Council members, that it doesn't
23 mean much to them, when you look at the average length
24 of the chinook salmon, the males 635 millimeters.  650
25 is 25.8 inches long.  Then that's the average size of
26 those king salmon, so.....
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  And under 10 pounds.
29
30                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Yeah.
31
32                 MR. BASSICH:  And under 10 pounds.
33
34                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Oh, yeah, you're going
35 to be way under 10 pounds.  Well, you can see how big
36 the average chum salmon is, 565, not that much smaller,
37 less than an inch smaller and so that let's you know
38 what we're putting on the spawning grounds.
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
41
42                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  But they don't have the
43 ages on these yet.  When will you have the ages, that's
44 my question.
45
46                 MS. FARNHAM:  We will probably get them
47 late winter, I want to say, February, maybe early
48 March.  So depending on how soon we get them I can have
49 them prepped and analyzed for you at the next meeting.
50
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1                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  It would be great if we
2 had them at our next meeting.
3
4                 MS. FARNHAM:  I won't be able to
5 probably have it in the book, but I can at least bring
6 you papers and I will have it in a presentation.
7
8                 Will that work?
9

10                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  That'll work.
11
12                 MS. FARNHAM:  Cool.
13
14                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anything
15 else.
16
17                 MR. FIRMIN:  Can I ask one thing.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
20
21                 MR. FIRMIN:  When I was there, the lake
22 in the background, I think, it looks familiar, but
23 that's where my -- my family had a trap line there and
24 we used to go there and trap and in 40 below that's
25 still open and you could see the dead fish and they're
26 not spawning anymore, and I didn't see any ducks there
27 Virgil.
28
29                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Thank you. 
30
31                 MR. FIRMIN:  Actually you might
32 probably ask the people that still trap around there in
33 the wintertime, they'd probably tell you all about it
34 in the winter.
35
36                 MS. FARNHAM:  Yeah.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, Andy.
39
40                 MR. BASSICH:  Just a quick question. 
41 Do you ever do any fecundity counts on any of these
42 females?
43
44                 MS. FARNHAM:  No, we have not.  And
45 that was actually a question my advisor was possibly
46 wanting me to do as well.  So maybe in the next three
47 years we'll have fecunditity for you.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  I think it's really
50
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1 important.  One of the interesting things I just want
2 to share is it's something that's always really been on
3 my mind because it goes directly towards production. 
4 If you don't put the eggs in the gravel, you can't get
5 production out.  Big fish carry expedientially more
6 eggs so once we start losing 30 pound plus fish out of
7 the run we're not putting the same amount of eggs in
8 that we used to when we had 30 and 40 pound fish in the
9 run.  And so I've found -- almost impossible to find

10 any data on the fecundity of fish over 35 pounds on the
11 Yukon River.
12
13                 I can only find data from 30 pounds and
14 below, which is kind of disturbing, because I'm sure
15 that man right there will tell you that we used to have
16 40, 50 pound king salmon coming up the Yukon River and
17 bigger.  The very first fish I ever pulled out of the
18 river weighed 65 pounds and I was in a 12 foot boat and
19 it scared the living hell out of me.
20
21                 (Laughter)
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Uh-huh.  Do
24 you have anything to add Lester.
25
26                 MR. ERHART:  Uh?
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Would you
29 like to say anything.
30
31                 MR. ERHART:  Well, he's right.
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
34
35                 Virgil.
36
37                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  To put things in
38 perspective, these male king salmon up there, their
39 average size 635 millimeters, in Southeast Alaska a
40 king salmon has to be over 650 millimeters before it
41 gets counted as part of the escapement goal.  And I've
42 often asked the question, why do we have a different
43 standard in Southeast Alaska than Western Alaska.  No
44 one wants to answer that question.
45
46                 Anyway, that's just good general
47 knowledge.
48
49                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, we're
50
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1 moving along.
2
3                 Thank you. 
4
5                 MS. FARNHAM:  Thank you. 
6
7                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  If you can
8 turn that off, that'd be great.
9

10                 Okay, I only have 30 minutes and I got
11 to go to work, my husband needs me, so I just got word. 
12 So the next thing on the agenda.....
13
14                 REPORTER: Mic please.
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So nobody
17 knows that tidbit.
18
19                 (Laughter)
20
21                 REPORTER:  I heard it.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right.
24
25                 (Laughter)
26
27                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
28
29                 MS. WESSELS:  We should do this next
30 meeting times before we go to any reports.
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
33 Katya said that we should talk about the meeting dates
34 before I leave.
35
36                 MR. BASSICH:  Yes.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Because it's
39 early and both her and I probably would -- wish it were
40 a little later.
41
42                 So if you go back to the meeting dates
43 in the book.
44
45                 MS. WESSELS:  It's Page 622 for the
46 winter 2018 meetings.  And the calendar for -- updated
47 calendar for fall 2018 meeting cycle is in the
48 supplemental materials.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:   Did you say
2 six what?
3
4                 MS. WESSELS:  622.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.
7
8                 (Off record comments looking for
9 papers)

10
11                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
12 right now it's scheduled for us to have a meeting the
13 7th and 8th of February and I don't remember why, other
14 than Board of Game, I don't remember, I need to look. 
15 But Katya told me that the Bristol Bay moved theirs,
16 was it?
17
18                 MS. WESSELS:  Well, as you can see on
19 this calendar on Page 622 that Bristol Bay have two
20 options for their meeting.  They chose the second
21 option, so Bristol Bay's going to meet on March 13th
22 and 14th.  So there's a -- they're not going to meet on
23 February 27th and 28th.
24
25                 MR. GLANZ:  What page is that?
26
27                 MS. WESSELS:  Page 622.
28
29                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  622.
30
31                 MR. GLANZ:  Oh, no wonder.....
32
33                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay.  So
34 Bristol Bay is meeting on the 13th and 14th.....
35
36                 MS. WESSELS:  Uh-huh.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....not on
39 the 27th.
40
41                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah.
42
43                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
44 So the 27th is open for us and the week -- and just a
45 week later than the 7th and 8th.
46
47                 Do you want to give us what you're
48 going through?
49
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  Oh, sorry, I just wanted
2 to let the Council know because this Council meeting is
3 one of the last ones on the cycle and the next cycle
4 yours is one of the first ones, it gives me very little
5 time to prepare all the necessary documents and we're
6 also going to have hunter ethics education meeting and
7 another meeting in Fairbanks before the next Council
8 meeting, which requires a lot of preparation, so if you
9 possibly would consider to have meeting a little bit

10 later during the open window for the meetings that
11 would be great, but if not, you know, I will try to get
12 everything ready by the dates that are already on the
13 schedule.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  Will you give us the open
16 dates again.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The open
19 dates would be the week of 13th of February and the
20 27th.
21
22                 MR. BASSICH:  Let's go for the 27th.
23
24                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Yes.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I'm good with
27 that.  I had a suggestion to go for the 27th -- 27 and
28 28.
29
30                 MS. WESSELS:  The 28 first.....
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Three days
33 because the 27th is going to be the hunter ed.
34
35                 MS. WESSELS:  If we can put it
36 together.
37
38                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I see.  So
39 the hunter ed couldn't start the 26th it'll have to
40 start the 27th.
41
42                 MS. WESSELS:  Remember you were driving
43 back from Anchorage.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, yeah, I
46 have a conference, we will be doing a show in
47 Anchorage, Frank and I, still got to make a living.
48
49                 All right, that would be the 27th, 28th
50
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1 and the 1st.
2
3                 MS. WESSELS:  So just for RAC purposes,
4 28th and the 1st.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's take a
7 first vote and a second vote.  I heard Donald say 27th
8 is fine.  And then Katya is saying we need to go all
9 the way to the 1st, so the actual meeting would be the

10 28th and the 1st and the hunter safety thing would be
11 the 27th.
12
13                 Is there any conflicts.
14
15                 MR. GLANZ:  Not for me.
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, so
18 let's do that.
19
20                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Okay. 
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And if there
23 are any conflicts you got to let us know and we could
24 just do an alternate week if that's a conflict, of the
25 13th.
26
27                 MS. WESSELS:  So if I understand
28 correctly, the Eastern Interior RAC meeting will be
29 February 28th and March 1st.....
30
31                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Right.
32
33                 MS. WESSELS:  .....is that correct?
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
36
37                 MS. WESSELS:  Thank you. 
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And
40 Fairbanks, correct, most likely has to be with the
41 hunter ed thing.  Okay, is everyone in agreement.
42
43                 (Council nods affirmatively)
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
46 thank you.
47
48                 MR. BASSICH:  And is it possible for us
49 to do the fall one right now?
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  We
2 always put it in right now, and so supplemental she had
3 another sheet because there's.....
4
5                 MS. WESSELS:  Yes.  The updated
6 calendar for fall 2018 meetings is in the supplemental
7 materials.
8
9                 MR. BASSICH:  That's this one, I guess.

10
11                 MS. WESSELS:  Correct.
12
13                 MR. BASSICH:  I have a question.
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Andy.
16
17                 MR. BASSICH:  Is there any other RACs
18 that we cannot schedule at the same time with, is it
19 kind of open for us or is it something that there are
20 certain RACs that we can't schedule at the same time
21 because of conflicts with the OSM Staff.
22
23                 MS. WESSELS:  Well, the only
24 requirement is that there are two meetings a week, you
25 know, no more than two RACs can meet every week.
26
27                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay. 
28
29                 MS. WESSELS:  And there also was
30 another update which is not on this calendar, October
31 29th and 30th, Southcentral is going to meet during
32 those days, but that's the only Council that week.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Where?
35
36                 MS. WESSELS:  It's not on the map -- on
37 the calendar.  I got that information after the
38 calendar went out.
39
40                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, but it
41 doesn't say where it's going to be held.
42
43                 MS. WESSELS:  It doesn't matter.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It does to
46 Barbara.
47
48                 MS. WESSELS:  Oh, that's right.  I -- I
49 will look.
50
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1                 MR. BASSICH:  I would like to see if we
2 can't get rescheduled back to where we used to more in
3 early October when the road is open.  These meetings
4 during this freeze up time are absolute killers and it
5 cost me a heck of a lot of money and a lot of stress to
6 try and come to meetings like this.  So it really makes
7 a lot of sense if we can have that fall meeting during
8 the time when the Taylor Highway is open and it really
9 makes it much easier for logistics.

10
11                 That's my hope that we can.....
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah, I just
14 don't.....
15
16                 MR. BASSICH:  .....do something like
17 that.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....the
20 later in October for me the better because of -- we've
21 still got hunting seasons.
22
23                 MR. UMPHENOUR:  When do you get done
24 hunting?
25
26                 MR. BASSICH:  We used to meet.....
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I like to
29 hunt for myself once in awhile and that's -- I'm
30 allowed to hunt later.
31
32                 MS. WESSELS:  This location is TBA.
33
34                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  This is --
35 the location will be.....
36
37                 MS. WESSELS:  The Southcentral.
38
39                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh, it was to
40 be announced, okay.  Southcentral, it was to be
41 announced, what is D?
42
43                 MS. WESSELS:  Determined.
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Oh,
46 determined, okay.  So for me, Andy, 9th would be
47 better, 9th or 16th.  Is that.....
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  I'd say any time, you
50
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1 know, before the 15th, around the 15th is around the
2 Taylor Highway sometimes closing, you never know from
3 time to time and that's usually -- for me it's more the
4 Yukon River icing up and it's usually somewhere around
5 the 15th or 20th, is the absolute latest, depending on
6 the year.
7
8                 MS. WESSELS:  And as you can see from
9 this calendar you can also meet in August, the last two

10 weeks of August are open too for the meeting.
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, but that's hunting
13 for.....
14
15                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We're not
16 going to do August, sorry.
17
18                 MS. WESSELS:  I'm just saying that it's
19 available.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Not available
22 to us.
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  That works.  That week
25 works.  That works for you for your hunting.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yep.  9 and
28 10.
29
30                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay. 
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's
33 schedule it 9 and 10.
34
35                 MR. GLANZ:  Sounds good to me.
36
37                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  And then a
38 place, any suggestions.
39
40                 Eagle -- no, I'm joking, that didn't
41 turn out so good.
42
43                 MR. BASSICH:  I don't think anybody
44 wants to go back to Eagle.
45
46                 (Laughter)
47
48                 MR. BASSICH:  We could try Tok again.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  If it's all
2 -- well, Tok, in the fall, if we're talking about game,
3 then they'd be interested, but if it's all fisheries
4 they -- it's not like you guys, who has a huge interest
5 in it.
6
7                 MR. BASSICH:  We talk about both at all
8 meetings.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I know but if
11 most of it's -- in the fall we'll be taking up wildlife
12 again.
13
14                 MS. WESSELS:  Let's see.....
15
16                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No, we won't.
17
18                 MS. WESSELS:  No, it'll be fisheries.
19
20                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  It'll be
21 fisheries.
22
23                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah.  We could try
24 Tanana again.
25
26                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Let's try
27 Tanana and Tok next.
28
29                 Let's try Tanana, does that sound good,
30 what do you think, Tanana.  And then we can -- if
31 there's a conflict or a problem we'll talk about that
32 later unless you guys want to have an alternate now.
33
34                 (No comments)
35
36                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right,
37 moving along.  Papers everywhere here.
38
39                 The next thing on the agenda here -- is
40 it this Henshaw -- or that was her, right, we just did
41 the Henshaw Creek weir, right.  Help me out.
42
43                 MS. WESSELS:  With.....
44
45                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I just.....
46
47                 MS. WESSELS:  We did these and we did
48 that.
49
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  All right. 
2 So now we're on Yukon.....
3
4                 MS. WESSELS:  YRDFA.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  .....YRDFA.
7
8                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah.
9

10                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  YRDFA's next.
11
12                 What?  Andy -- or Andrew.
13
14                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, you guys might have
15 already brought this up but what about our other three
16 members.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  The other
19 three members are open.
20
21                 MR. FIRMIN:  Oh.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  They -- they
24 left.
25
26                 MR. FIRMIN:  Can't we get alternate
27 people, or like Larry said -- we could invite him, he
28 said he would have sat in, I.....
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
31
32                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....talked to him
33 yesterday, I mean do we have to.....
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay. 
36
37                 MS. WESSELS:  I reported the first day
38 when you weren't here.  So the Secretary of Interior
39 supposed to send the appointments at the end of
40 December, we cannot guarantee that 100 percent because
41 of, you know, a lot of things were getting delayed by
42 the government now, so we supposed to have new members
43 by the end of December.  And, you know, the RAC members
44 that reapplied, supposed to get a letter if they were
45 reappointed.  So we still will need new applicants for
46 the next cycle.  And the.....
47
48                 (Council talking with no microphones)
49
50
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1                 MS. WESSELS:  .....application period
2 is open now until the February 2nd.  So if Larry wants
3 to come back and apply get him to fill out the
4 application before February 2nd and send it to me.
5
6                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  So there's
7 one.....
8
9                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, I just thought in

10 the past we had got an extra so we had like an
11 alternate so.....
12
13                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  We talked
14 about that, did we do it?
15
16                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, that was where James
17 came in, remember, and he filled in a one year seat and
18 then he applied for it again and they didn't put him
19 back on the RAC.
20
21                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Well, but the
22 thing is it's a 10 member RAC and we've had three
23 people leave our RAC and they have not been replaced.
24
25                 MR. FIRMIN:  I know that.  But I'm just
26 saying, couldn't you grab people that were already on
27 there, like Larry and say, Larry, would you like to
28 come to the next meeting so we have full representation
29 instead of.....
30
31                 MS. WESSELS:  He cannot.....
32
33                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....waiting a full year
34 and a half.....
35
36                 MS. WESSELS:  He cannot.....
37
38                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....to get somebody else.
39
40                 MS. WESSELS:  Larry cannot serve as an
41 official member because he resigned in fall of 2016. 
42 He is no longer on the roster.
43
44                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, if it's that easy to
45 remove him, you'd just think it'd be easy to put
46 somebody that.....
47
48                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER: 
49 Unfortunately.....
50
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1                 MR. FIRMIN:  .....I'll pull my
2 resignation for another month.
3
4                 MS. WESSELS:  What, are you resigning.
5
6                 MR. FIRMIN:  No, I'm saying like Larry
7 could say that, you could throw his resignation in like
8 that, can't you pull it back out of the stack just as
9 quick, and say, wait I'll put this in after the next

10 meeting, do you see what I'm saying.
11
12                 MS. WESSELS:  No.
13
14                 MR. FIRMIN:  If you can quick somebody
15 off the Council that quick, can't you put somebody on
16 that was previously on the Council just to -- I don't
17 know.
18
19                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Could you get
20 us an answer to that question later.
21
22                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, I will explore that
23 and I'll find an answer and I will email to you.
24
25                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  To Andrew, he
26 wants.....
27
28                 MS. WESSELS:  Yes.
29
30                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
31
32                 MS. WESSELS:  And to all the rest, to
33 all of you.
34
35                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.  All
36 right, go ahead.
37
38                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  Thank you.  This is
39 Catherine Moncrieff with the Yukon River Drainage
40 Fisheries Association.  I want to thank you for the
41 opportunity to come before you guys.
42
43                 And I want to let you know, too, that
44 our report is in your book, it's on Page 563.  And if
45 it pleases the Council I was thinking of giving a very
46 abbreviated oral report due to time.
47
48                 And I'd like to start out by letting
49 you know that we've restarted our newsletter, it hasn't
50
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1 been published since 2014 and we've just restarted it.
2 We're going to be publishing three in the next 16
3 months.  And in front of Andrew is a piece of paper
4 where we'd like to be able to mail -- these are being
5 mailed to our full -- to our lifetime members and the
6 tribal councils and we'd like to mail them to you as
7 well if you'd like to receive a copy.
8
9                 Okay. 

10
11                 So I'm just going to kind of give you
12 some highlights of our projects because there's a more
13 full description in the book.
14
15                 First of all I want to thank you for
16 your support and our other funders for all the projects
17 that we do.
18
19                 The first project is funded by the
20 Yukon River Panel R&M fund and it's the building and
21 maintaining public support for salmon resource
22 management.  This project, in it's ninth year has the
23 goal of maintaining and improving public support for
24 participation in management of yukon River salmon
25 within the Alaska portion of the Yukon River basin.
26
27                 We accomplish this through our annual
28 board member meeting which fosters two way
29 communications and information sharing with State and
30 Federal managers and fisheries researchers.
31 Communications and outreach efforts through them, we
32 strive to keep Yukon River communities informed and
33 connected to build support for fisheries management and
34 the rebuilding of the critically important chinook
35 salmon stock for the subsistence harvest.
36
37                 I think that's all I'd like to say
38 about that project unless you have questions about
39 that.
40
41                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Any
42 questions.
43
44                 (No comments)
45
46                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Sorry about
47 it getting near the end of the day, but, go ahead.
48
49                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  That's okay.
50
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1                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yeah.
2
3                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  The next meeting is our
4 preseason salmon fishery preparation meeting, this is a
5 very important meeting that's been going on for seven
6 years now.  It's become an important part of the annual
7 management of the Yukon River fisheries and part of the
8 planning cycle with the subsistence and commercial
9 fisheries on the Yukon River.  This year the 2017

10 meeting took place in Fairbanks.  It hosted 88 Yukon
11 River fishers, community representatives and 16 fishery
12 managers and Staff.  The aim of this year's
13 collaborative efforts by the fishers and the fishery
14 managers on the Yukon River was to ensure meeting the
15 escapement goals and, if possible, provide
16 opportunities to harvest some chinook salmon.  And
17 nearly all Alaskan communities were successful in
18 meeting their subsistence needs this year.
19
20                 Okay, super abbreviated.
21
22                 You guys can give me questions now or
23 at the end.
24
25                 (No comments)
26
27                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  The next project is the
28 in-season Yukon River salmon teleconferences.  This
29 project is funded by Fisheries Resource Monitoring
30 Program that you were talking about earlier.  This is a
31 very important program, it's been going on since 2000
32 and it connects Yukon River fishers to the managers in-
33 season and provides a venue to talk about what's
34 happening on the fishery in-season.
35
36                 This year, the 2017 calls had lower
37 attendance, apparently due to the increased opportunity
38 to harvest king salmon.  People were too busy out
39 fishing to call in to some of the calls.  And also the
40 very strong chum salmon runs.
41
42                 It was clear from the calls that there
43 were some concerns about using larger mesh gillnets for
44 king salmon but the strength of the chinook runs for
45 the first time in many years proved more than adequate
46 to meet Canadian and most Alaskan escapement goals
47 while providing substantial subsistence harvest of
48 chinook salmon.  Fishers in almost all areas of the
49 river voiced their deep appreciation to management for
50
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1 the opportunity and commented repeatedly on the fine
2 quality of fish on these calls.
3
4                 Our next project is the YRDFA Yukon
5 River community engagement support for BLM Resource
6 Management Planning.  This is funded by the Pew
7 Charitable Trust.  And we've been doing this since July
8 of 2014.  YRDFA has been assisting Yukon River
9 communities with the BLM Management Resource Management

10 Planning Process.  We're working with the Central Yukon
11 and Bering Sea, Western Interior Regional Management
12 Planning regions. BLM is short on Staff so YRDFA's been
13 able to assist in this complicated process at the
14 village level. And mostly we're talking about access to
15 and protection of traditional use areas.  And we're
16 mapping and using existing maps to find these areas and
17 overlay them on the BLM managed lands and then --
18 providing -- making ACEC nominations, which are areas
19 of critical environmental concern.
20
21                 Danielle Stickman, our communication
22 and outreach director has started working on this with
23 the Nikolai Tribal Council and the Telida Tribal
24 Council.  She also went to Russian Mission to work with
25 them on this year.
26
27                 And if anybody wants any more
28 information about this project or to get involved you
29 can contact Wayne or Danielle at the YRDFA office or go
30 to our website.
31
32                 Danielle's been working on a project
33 called Yukon River Education and Outreach that's funded
34 by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  One of
35 the main activities in this project is reaching out to
36 the young fishers.  And one thing she did this year was
37 we're doing some educational workshops and when we held
38 our preseason meeting in Fairbanks this year, we
39 brought in some young fishers and she held a workshop
40 with them, they attended the meeting and then we had a
41 three hour workshop with the young fishers and some
42 fishery managers.  It was set in a talking circle.  The
43 fishers were from Ft. Yukon, Beaver, Tanana, Ruby,
44 Anvik and Emmonak.  And they talked about salmon and
45 biology, the regulatory process, the health of the
46 runs, the management processes and more.  And the young
47 fishers provided insight, knowledge and background of
48 their views.  They also provided recommendations for
49 improving methods of information sharing with them and
50
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1 they identified data gaps, like different methods of
2 fishing and different names of salmon.  And they talked
3 about how the information gaps make it difficult for
4 newcomers to management meetings to understand and
5 participate effectively.  So we've been targeting some
6 of the ideas they've come up with and Danielle has
7 started a young fishers FaceBook page and we're
8 planning another workshop in spring of 2018 along with
9 the pre -- in the spring of 2018.  I'm not exactly sure

10 of the date yet.
11
12                 Danielle went on the Yukon River
13 exchange this year, Salmon Know No Borders.  This is
14 funded by the restoration and enhancement fund.  Five
15 participants from Alaska went to Canada from July 30th
16 to August 6th.  There was Sven Paukan from St. Mary's,
17 Peter Tyson from St. Mary's, Katlyn Zuray from Tanana,
18 Fred West from Anchorage, Alaska Department of Fish and
19 Game and Danielle.
20
21                 The full details of the trip can be
22 read in our newsletter.
23
24                 But Danielle mentioned that the
25 highlight of the trip for her was stopping in Carmacks
26 to visit a 98 year old woman's fishcamp who is still
27 cutting fish with her 81 year old daughter.  She said
28 this was a great experience for the lower river
29 participants to see how First Nations process fish and
30 manage their fish camps and to learn more about the
31 numbers and condition of king salmon that reach the
32 headwaters.
33
34                 Next we have another R&M project from
35 the Panel, this is the newsletters.  They're funding
36 this which we're very excited about.  And I think I
37 mentioned that there's going to be three coming out in
38 the next 15 months.  Yeah, I already told you about
39 that.
40
41                 Okay. 
42
43                 Next, the Yukon River in-season salmon
44 harvest survey program.  This is funded by the
45 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program.  I usually
46 report to you guys on this project.  We continued this
47 year in 2017 with the same communities as last year,
48 which were Alakanuk, Mountain Village, Marshall,
49 Russian Mission, Anvik, Ruby, Huslia, Tanana, Fort
50
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1 Yukon and Eagle.  We held a surveyor training, which
2 has been very successful, this is, I think, only the
3 second year that we held the -- we brought all the
4 surveyors in together so they could meet each other and
5 network and learn from each other, they came to the
6 preseason meeting and got to see all the fishers and
7 get all the information to start off the season.  I
8 think this is really effective.  It sends them out into
9 the season knowing everything that everybody else, you

10 know, knows -- learns from that meeting.  Our goal this
11 year was to interview more fishermen and we achieved
12 that goal.  In your books there's a little table I made
13 that shows the last two -- this year and last year, and
14 we were able to interview 155 households in 10
15 communities, and 455 interviews between May 30th and
16 July 31st.  This season the surveyors reported that in
17 most communities the fishermen were very happy with the
18 fishing opportunities, the chance to use 7.5 inch nets
19 and in most communities in the survey the fishermen
20 were able to meet their needs.
21
22                 And then I've got a little bit about
23 the evaluation.  I evaluate the program every year in a
24 variety of ways to make sure we're doing our best, so
25 there's more information in the book about that.
26
27                 And then another Fisheries Resource
28 Monitoring Project, the customary trade in the Upper
29 Yukon is wrapping up next month, it ends in December,
30 and I'm working on this with Alaska Department of Fish
31 and Game, Subsistence Division, so we are just doing
32 our final editing.  You'll be seeing that out published
33 soon.  It's a partnership between the two agencies and
34 the communities of Manley Hot Springs, Fort Yukon and
35 Venetie.
36
37                 Another project I'm working on that's
38 ending next month is how people of the Yukon River
39 value salmon.  This is funded by the North Pacific
40 Research Board and it's taking place in Russian
41 Mission, Nenana, and Fort Yukon.  So that report will
42 be coming out in December and it will be distributed
43 widely.  I'm sure you guys will all get a copy of it,
44 or the Council will.
45
46                 And then, finally, a project that I
47 think I've told you about the last couple of meetings,
48 Yukon River salmon declines, learning from tradition. 
49 This was a workshop funded by the National Science
50
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1 Foundation.  We brought six elders from the Lower Yukon
2 River to Anchorage to speak in Yup'ik for three days
3 about king salmon.  And they talked about their
4 knowledge of salmon and related topics to that.  The
5 elders who participated were Frances Charlie of Scammon
6 Bay, Raymond Waska of Emmonak, Michael Hunt of Kotlik,
7 Nick Andrew, Sr., of Marshall, Paul Beans of Mountain
8 Village and Evan Polty of Pilot Station.  So this
9 project ends in January so we'll be putting together a

10 summary document and sharing that widely as well.
11
12                 And that concludes my oral report
13 unless you have any questions for me.
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  Madame Chair. 
16
17                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes, go
18 ahead.
19
20                 MR. BASSICH:  Thank you.  As always,
21 great presentation, Catherine.  
22
23                 One of the things I've been kind of
24 interested in is the changing dynamics of how the
25 fisheries are conducted in villages over time.  And
26 when I speak over time, I'm talking 15, 20, 30 years
27 ago to now.  
28
29                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  Uh-huh.
30
31                 MR. BASSICH:  So I'm just wondering if
32 you have ever seen any kind of a study, have you done
33 any of that through some of -- gathered any of that
34 information through some of your other studies that
35 you've worked on, or does Subsistence Division have
36 anything like that because I think it'd be really
37 interesting, kind of important to understand how the
38 dynamics of the mechanisms in villages is changing over
39 time.  Are the youth engaged now, or are they in the
40 past, what's the general age demographics of the
41 primary fishers in the community, that sort of thing.
42
43                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  I'd say definitely some
44 of the -- when you were talking I was thinking about
45 lots of things are being documented about how things
46 are changing, not necessarily.....
47
48                 (Whispering - Chair and Coordinator)
49
50
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1                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  .....all of the things
2 that you listed and some of those would be really
3 interesting to look into like youth involvement and
4 whether that's changing and like fish camp activity.
5
6                 MR. BASSICH:  And primarily what I'm
7 interested in is how it's changing for the youth, you
8 know, we hear a lot of talk about the youth, we maybe
9 lost a generation, or maybe the youth is changing in

10 their interest or whatever, and I think it's going to
11 be important for us to have some information on how
12 those dynamics are changing.....
13
14                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  Uh-huh.
15
16                 MR. BASSICH:  .....if we're going to
17 try and address that in the future as well.
18
19                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  Uh-huh.  All right, if
20 there's nothing else.
21
22                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I apologize,
23 I'm soon leaving.
24
25                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  That's okay.
26
27                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Anything
28 else.
29
30                 (No comments)
31
32                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Okay, thank
33 you.
34
35                 MS. MONCRIEFF:  Thank you for the
36 opportunity.
37
38                 Next thing on the list is Tetlin
39 National Wildlife biological program update with Nate,
40 or are we going to consolidate.  Bring them all up.
41
42                 And I'm going to tell you that Virgil
43 will be taking over in about five minutes, so.....
44
45                 MR. BAYLESS:  Good evening, Madame
46 Chair.  Shawn Bayless, Tetlin Refuge Manager.  I'm
47 going to defer all my time to my A Team, they do all
48 the heavy lifting for me and you probably have listened
49 to me enough for the past couple of days. 
50
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1                 First, I want to introduce my new
2 Deputy Manager, Ross Flagen.  He's going to tell you
3 who he is, where he comes from and what he does.
4
5                 MR. FLAGEN: My name is Ross Flagen, I'm
6 the Deputy Manager at Tetlin Refuge.  I'm happy to be
7 here, thanks for hearing us out.  I hale from
8 Homestead, Montana.  You'll never find it, it's pretty
9 small and we kind of like it that way in Homestead. 

10 I'm happy to be in Tok and it's been a pleasure.
11
12                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Welcome.
13
14                 MR. BAYLESS:  So unless you had
15 questions I'm going to get the other two fellows up
16 here.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  No questions. 
19 Any questions, sorry.
20
21                 (Laughter)
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Thank you,
24 guys.
25
26                 MR. BAYLESS:  Thank you. 
27
28                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Go ahead.
29
30                 MR. LORENZINI:  Good evening.  My name
31 is Tim Lorenzini.  I'm the environmental educator for
32 Tetlin Refuge.  I had a little presentation here but
33 for the sake of time I'm just going to use it for
34 notes.  
35
36                 I just want to let you guys know what
37 I've been doing in our region.  You know, so one of my
38 big projects has been getting into hunter education. 
39 I've been doing the State Program, coordinating with
40 them.  It's the hunter safety program, it works in all
41 50 states and the provinces of Canada.  The folks in
42 our middle schoolers, but also people of any age, so
43 that's been a big push for me recently.  I just
44 finished up doing a program in Northway, Tok school and
45 Dot Lake.  So that was three weeks solid that I was
46 doing that.
47
48                 I've been doing ice fish -- well, I'll
49 go through the list otherwise I'll forget things.
50
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1                 So ice fishing.  I got a bunch of stuff
2 to go take kids out ice fishing.  We went out on the
3 Refuge as well as some stocked lakes that Fish and Game
4 stocks in the area.  
5
6                 I've done a bunch of trapping classes. 
7 I have my own curriculum but I've also partnered with
8 Alaska Trappers Association where they sent people out
9 for as instructors and we plan to have a skinning class

10 with one of their instructors in December and I've
11 actually had some local trappers donate some fox,
12 martin, wolf and I go to some schools and I show them
13 how to skin it.  I've been up to Eagle and skinned a
14 lynx, a wolf at Northway school, a fox at Tetlin. 
15 Whenever there's blood and guts kids get pretty into
16 it, it's fun.
17
18                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  I actually
19 did that martin in Mentasta.
20
21                 MR. LORENZINI:  Oh, really.
22
23                 MADAME CHAIR ENTSMINGER:  Yes.
24
25                 MR. LORENZINI:  And so a popular thing
26 for teachers, I found I work a lot with the teachers,
27 on getting a captive audience and the kids can't get
28 away from me, but I do survival skills, how to build a
29 shelter, building a fire, using a knife to carve
30 things, stuff like that.  
31
32                 I always talk about careers.  I throw
33 it out there, even to kids who are pretty young,
34 saying, hey this is a job you could have.  I've done --
35 I've taken out -- I steal some of his stuff and take
36 out his collars that he's putting on lynx and I have
37 them do the telemetry and find, you know hide and go
38 seek basically but, you know, they have this collar and
39 they're learning telemetry and I explain this is a
40 career field you could do. 
41
42                 I do the migratory bird calendars, if
43 you get that, you'll see some of our people represented
44 in there.  Junior duck stamp.  I created this waterfowl
45 ID game for the spring when everyone gets all excited
46 to go shoot birds in the spring. 
47
48                 I got a bunch of cameras, we do outdoor
49 photography and I actually have a little printer, so I
50
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1 have this portable printer, it's great and it actually
2 prints a physical picture and these kids have taken
3 probably 10,000 pictures in their life but they've
4 never actually printed one out so it's kind of fun to
5 let them print a picture out, it's like a fancy
6 Polaroid I guess.
7
8                 I do a lot of water safety courses.  I
9 got a bunch of canoes.  I've taken kids from Mentasta

10 out this fall. Over the summer, Tanacross and go in
11 lakes and teach them how to not act in a canoe. How to
12 get in and out of it without flipping it.  They don't
13 always listen but they get a little bit wet and they're
14 always -- I've gone over the life jacket and things
15 like that so they can kind of learn some of those
16 things and get to practice if they already know.
17
18                 Let's see, just the other day with one
19 of my hunter ed classes they had kids from Tok,
20 Tanacross and Tetlin in there and afterwards we made
21 some moose sausage, I brought some moose that I got
22 this last fall and we came in and made stuffed italian
23 sausage just the other day.
24
25                 Winter camping stuff.  Took out the Cub
26 Scouts and they slept out in zero degrees, you know,
27 eight and nine year olds. 
28
29                 So culture camps, I've been to a few of
30 those.  I spent, you know, I actually went down to
31 Kenny Lake once but also I went up to Eagle's culture
32 week with the school, the Tanacross at Mansfield Lake
33 and Northway.  So those are the three that I was able
34 to attend this year. 
35
36                 I keep myself busy.  I get all over the
37 place.  I have a -- I'm pretty honored to have this
38 position, and that's all I have.
39
40                 MS. WESSELS:  Council members, Tim's
41 presentation is actually in your Council books,
42 it's.....
43
44                 MR. LORENZINI:  That's right.
45
46                 MS. WESSELS:  Yeah, it's at Page 577 so
47 if you're interested you can see it there.
48
49                 MR. BASSICH:  Tim.  I'm really
50
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1 impressed with all the different things you do.  I'm
2 wondering have you been able to identify maybe
3 perspective youth that might want to get on the Council
4 here.
5
6                 (Laughter)
7
8                 MR. BASSICH:  I think, you know, given
9 your heavy activity with some of these kids, are you

10 promoting or have you, hopefully maybe identified some
11 kids that we could try and push them in our direction
12 to get them on to a RAC.  You know, I realize -- I
13 think we have to have, what, 18 years old, or is there
14 an age limit.
15
16                 MS. WESSELS:  I believe you at least
17 need to be 18.  I don't.....
18
19                 MR. BASSICH:  Right.
20
21                 MS. WESSELS:  .....know if it's written
22 anywhere but I think.....
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, 18.  But anyway,
25 you know, graduating high school students or whatever. 
26 I think it would be helpful if you ever had any
27 insights into that to kind of push them in our
28 direction.  If you look around the mean age here at
29 this table is probably.....
30
31                 MR. LORENZINI:  35.
32
33                 (Laughter)
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I was going to say
36 21-plus but, you know.....
37
38                 (Laughter)
39
40                 MR. LORENZINI:  To answer your
41 question, Mr. Bassich, I -- if we were going to have
42 this in Tok, I had students from Northway and Tok,
43 actually the same class we did the hunter ed with, I
44 was going to spend a day trying to explain this to them
45 as best as I understand it, and encourage them to do
46 similar to what the students from Ft. Yukon did.  So my
47 intention was to at least expose them to the process,
48 you know, and then in the future, possibly, you know,
49 be more involved.
50
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1                 I do know of one person that we can
2 talk about later that has expressed interest.
3
4                 I think it would be good to have some
5 kind of youth role, like, within the RAC.  To have --
6 that that's their position, and like if the whole goal
7 is to find someone of that, then you could find more
8 candidates for something of that nature.
9

10                 MR. BASSICH:  Right.
11
12
13                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Any more
14 questions for Tim.
15
16                 (No comments)
17
18                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  You did a
19 really good job.  I just want to give you a suggestion. 
20 When I used to teach hunter safety to kids I always
21 wanted to get a good attention getter, so I would get a
22 cabbage, stick it on a post, and take a shotgun, a No.
23 6 shot, shoot it about 20 feet away and it just
24 explodes and that really gets their attention.....
25
26                 (Laughter)
27
28                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  .....to know
29 how dangerous they are.
30
31                 Thank you. 
32
33                 MR. LORENZINI:  Yeah, the hunter
34 education is a major -- it's on gun safety and I will
35 consider doing that exact thing because it is serious
36 and I'm given a -- at the end of it I'm there with a
37 student with a live firearm, you know, so if they're
38 not ready for it or if they do something, you know,
39 it's both our lives on the line.
40
41                 So anything that is vivid like that
42 would be a good thing for them.
43
44                 MR. BASSICH:  And, Tim, it doesn't work
45 at minus 50 though.
46
47                 (Laughter)
48
49                 MR. LORENZINI:  Thank you. 
50
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1                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Thank you. 
2 Okay, go ahead, Nate.
3
4                 MR. BERG:  All right, Nate Berg, Tetlin
5 National Wildlife Refuge.
6
7                 All right, my little write- up's in the
8 book too, I'm not sure what page it is but I'm just
9 going to go off of my own notes here and just give you

10 kind of a quick rundown of what we're doing there at
11 the Refuge.
12
13                 We've been monitoring peregrine falcons
14 for 20 plus years now and we did that again this year. 
15 And 17 of 18 territories were occupied.  And we had
16 above average fledgling rates, between two and three
17 chicks per nest.  We did the same thing with ospreys
18 and bald eagles, we do aerial surveys for them.  We've
19 been doing that for the past couple decades and they're
20 healthy and doing well.
21
22                 We continue our snowshoe hare
23 monitoring, we've been doing that for 18 years.  This
24 year we actually recorded like twice the density that
25 we've ever -- that we have in 18 years, in the Tok,
26 Tetlin -- or yeah Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge area,
27 so we've got really high hare densities right now.
28
29                 Our lynx research is ongoing, we
30 started in 2015 and it's going to be going for the next
31 five years.  We're also working with Yukon Flats,
32 Kanuti, Koyukuk Refuges, Gates of the Arctic, Bonanza
33 Creek here in Fairbanks and the Canadians over by
34 Klawani Lake, we're all monitoring lynx together.  And
35 what we're looking at is long distance movements of
36 those cats in relationship to the snowshoe hare cycle. 
37 And we want to figure out when they're moving, what
38 habitats they use, when they move and also how they
39 affect the amplitude of the cycle as well as the
40 synchrony of the cycle.  And we think that has direct
41 potential implications for trapping and is good
42 information to know.
43
44                 So in our first year we collared six,
45 that was 2015, and in 2016 we collared 12, this past
46 year we collared another 25 and our goal is to get 20
47 on the year, every year at every study area, so it's a
48 big study.  Lynx dens, we're going into those as well. 
49 The first year we went into one den, had four kittens;
50
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1 second year we went into four dens and that averaged
2 five plus kittens; and this year we went into three
3 dens and it averaged six plus kittens.  So as you can
4 see as the hares are going up the number of kittens are
5 going up as well.
6
7                 So it's pretty cool.
8
9                 Just to give you a quick idea of some

10 of the movements these cats are making, it kind of
11 blows your mind, they can really book when they want
12 to.  Two of the cats that were collared in Klawani Lake
13 in Canada ended up in the Copper Center area, so they
14 took off in March and by summertime they were over by
15 Kenny Lake, Copper Center.  We had one cat that left in
16 June of this year and he decided to trek all the way
17 across Yukon Territory and made it all the way to the
18 Northwest Territories and headed south and almost made
19 it to British Columbia and then headed back up north
20 and now he is -- appears to be overwintering east of
21 Whitehorse.  
22
23                 So these cats, they move.
24
25                 We are just wrapping up an
26 (indiscernible) catcher study that we've been working
27 with the State on and that was a three year study where
28 they put geo locators on these small birds to learn
29 where they were migrating to and, in particular, they
30 wanted to look at the wintering areas.  And these guys
31 are going all the way to South America and that's where
32 they're overwintering. We're also looking at the timing
33 of the migration, the habitat use, nesting behavior and
34 insect prey availability in the nesting areas of where
35 they're nesting.
36
37                 A couple of studies that we hope to
38 participate in in the future is a waterfowl drone
39 study, this is with Angela Matts who is a contaminants
40 specialist with US Fish and Wildlife.  And what that
41 would be looking at, in particular, is potential impact
42 of drone overflights on molting waterfowl.  And, in
43 particular, what this is about is we're doing it as
44 Tetlin as a surrogate for what oil and gas interests
45 could potentially be doing along the Arctic.  So it's
46 just kind of to get ahead of the curve and learn what
47 kind of impact drones could have on these birds, and in
48 particular, eiders is what they want to know about.
49
50
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1                 There's another study that we'd like to
2 be involved in and that is just getting some baseline
3 information on Tetlin Lake there by the village of
4 Tetlin where there's a proposed gold mine, open pit
5 gold mine, want to get baseline water quality data and
6 do some fish sampling for contaminants.  Unfortunately,
7 to-date Tetlin has declined our offer to help but the
8 offer is standing and we'd like to do that.
9

10                 We have moose population surveys going
11 on right now that we're doing with Alaska Fish and
12 Game.  The last time we were able to do that and had
13 good snow conditions was 2012, so even though the snow
14 conditions are not ideal again this year so far we're
15 going to do the survey. We need to do it.  It's been a
16 long time.
17
18                 And, once, again, you guys have already
19 heard about this a little bit, but we'll be doing a lot
20 of mixing racial flights with the Nelchina and the
21 Mentasta Caribou, and just wanted to give you a little
22 head's up to, we were invited by Wrangell-St. Elias
23 National Park to form a working group and I'm part of
24 one of the working groups that's looking at collaring
25 more Mentasta Caribou, and so we're looking at the
26 different GPS collars that are on the market and we're
27 going to try to find the very best collar we can and
28 we'll work with Fish and Game on this, too, because
29 they have a lot of expertise in that area and we want
30 to get a lot more collars out there on the Mentasta
31 Caribou so we can learn more.
32
33                 That's all I have.
34
35                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Thank you.
36
37                 Bill.
38
39                 MR. GLANZ:  I've been watching a few
40 ospreys and what's their main diet, I mean I know it's
41 fish but what is -- there's a couple of locals saying,
42 oh, they eat graylings, or do they just eat any fish.
43
44                 MR. BERG:  I am not an osprey expert,
45 but what I've observed as I've -- I've seen them flying
46 with pike, I've seen them flying with grayling, I
47 think, you know, whatever's near the surface that they
48 can get, is they go for it, that's just what I've
49 observed.
50
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1                 MR. GLANZ:  Same here.  I was just
2 trying to just prove it which I did then.
3
4                 MR. BERG:  Okay. 
5
6                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Andrew.
7
8                 MR. FIRMIN:  I had a quick one.  Do you
9 guys -- you guys don't do any of your lynx stuff on

10 line or anything like that, it's just.....
11
12                 MR. BERG:  We actually have an
13 Instagram account, the lynx project.  So I don't know
14 if you do Instagram but we're trying to get into social
15 media a little bit and we have 15,000 followers of the
16 lynx project and it's been very popular and we have all
17 sorts of educational materials that we put on there,
18 video clips, all sorts of neat behavior that we're
19 getting on these lynx by putting out remote cameras. 
20 And we also do post on our FaceBook page, too, but I'd
21 be happy to talk with you more and do what we can.
22
23                 I know in your area Mark Bertram is
24 leading the charge and they're going to be collaring
25 cats up there this winter.
26
27                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, I think I seen it on
28 your guys' FaceBook page, you don't have to wait until
29 the next RAC meeting to get an update on where the lynx
30 are.  It's just interesting to follow how they track
31 around so far like that.
32
33                 And another just a side comment, I was
34 going to say with the gold mine, you can get it denied
35 because it's all (indiscernible) catcher habitat.
36
37                 MR. BERG:  What was that?
38
39                 MR. FIRMIN:  Well, the Tetlin Tribe was
40 in opposition of the gold mine, you could -- it might
41 be potential (indiscernible) catcher.....
42
43                 MR. BERG:  Oh, there we go, uh-huh.
44
45                 (Laughter)
46
47                 MR. FIRMIN:  But, yeah, that's just for
48 laughs.
49
50
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1                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, I have
2 one question.  On the lynx study, those collared lynx,
3 that's a GPS, the collar has a GPS transmitter in it so
4 you know where they're going?
5
6                 MR. BERG:  It does and it's pretty
7 neat.  It's an iridium GPS collar, and it has two way
8 communication and so we can be lazy biologists, we just
9 put the collar on the cat and once a week all the data

10 just gets sent right to our computer and it uploads to
11 Google Earth so we know exactly where those cats are.
12
13                 It's pretty cool.
14
15                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  It's amazing
16 what technology has been doing in just the last 10 or
17 15 years.
18
19                 MR. BERG:  It is.
20
21                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Any more
22 questions.
23
24                 (No comments)
25
26                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, well,
27 thank you very much that was good.
28
29                 MR. GLANZ:  Thank you guys.
30
31                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, Arctic
32 is next.  
33
34                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Chair.  Council
35 members.  Hollis Twitchell, Arctic Refuge.
36
37                 The briefing about Arctic Refuge is
38 found on 592 of your manual.  And there's also, for the
39 audience, if they're interested, the same report is
40 available on the table.  I'm not going to go through
41 all of the items within this annual report.  Many of
42 them are for the North Slope and other regions of the
43 Refuge so I'd like to speak to just a few of them that
44 have pertinence for the south side and the communities
45 on the south side.  So I'll be brief.
46
47                 I'm going to start with caribou.
48
49                 The International Porcupine Caribou
50
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1 Board has representatives from a wide range of Canadian
2 National governments, territories, State of Alaska
3 citizens, a representative from Venetie and one from
4 Kaktovik sits on that Board as well.  Their charter and
5 their appointments, many of them are past the
6 appointment date, we're waiting for Washington to make
7 a decision to renew many of the representatives on that
8 international board.
9

10                 With caribou, after some decline
11 through the 1990s through the 2000s, the Porcupine Herd
12 has been increasing for a number of years.  The 2010
13 census on the herd is 169,000 animals.  2013 census was
14 197,000 animals.  And this year ADF&G were able to
15 complete an aerial census in July of this year.  The
16 numbers have not been tallied on that but informally
17 speaking with some of the biologists they thought it
18 was very favorable of probably continuing growth, but
19 we'll wait for those numbers to actually come in.
20
21                 One thing that has been very beneficial
22 to Venetie and Arctic Village is that the 2016 and '17,
23 the caribou during the winter were spread out across
24 from the Chandalar Lake area across Alaska to Old Crow
25 Flats and they spent the majority of the winter within
26 the Alaska side of that boundary and it was very
27 beneficial because there was a number of aggregations
28 and groups in very close proximity to Arctic Village
29 and also over in Old Crow as well.  This is the second
30 year in a row that the herd has spent a significant
31 portion of their winter on the Alaska side and that has
32 been very beneficial to Venetie and Arctic Village.
33
34                 Calving this year, again, was spread
35 out across the coastal plain, much of it on Arctic
36 Refuge, with a little bit over in the northern Yukon
37 area.  Again, 2015 and 2016 the majority of the calving
38 did occur on the Alaska's coastal plain.
39
40                 So the caribou were fairly slow this
41 year on coming back across from Canada after the post-
42 calving movement down through the Brooks and across the
43 coastal plain to Canada by August they started moving
44 back from Canada towards Alaska.  So most of the herd
45 is on the Alaska side now.  So it's boding very well
46 for those communities.
47
48                 On moose, I'm not going to say too much
49 about the south side, but as you know from previous
50
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1 reports, the winter months in 2012/13, and 2013/14 we
2 had a number of severe icing events, particularly in
3 that first year that dropped a thick layer of ice all
4 the way up across the Flats up over the Brooks Range,
5 all the way down the coast of Beufort Sea on the North
6 Slope.  For the moose and the sheep population, that
7 was a substantial environmental challenge and from our
8 surveys that we do on the north side for moose and for
9 the trend areas we do for sheep, in Arctic Refuge, we

10 saw a 50 percent decline in the number of sheep in
11 Arctic Refuge and the number of moose.  We did surveys
12 in subsequent years.  Every year we do moose surveys
13 and on the north side we saw 61 moose on the north side
14 this year, 42 in the moose last year and down in the
15 very low 30s the year before as they were recovering
16 from that winter icing event and the severe weather.
17
18                 We were limited to do a very small
19 portion of the Sheenjek River in April to see what's
20 happening with the moose on the south side.  We noticed
21 that the number of moose were quite low and that the
22 tracks had already departed their winter range in the
23 upper parts of those drainages to the south into the
24 east so I don't put any credence in what we saw in that
25 upper Sheenjek, we only observed 20 moose but, again,
26 that doesn't represent what we believe is there.
27
28                 Speaking with the hunters from Arctic
29 Village, they said last year that they were seeing more
30 moose than they had in the previous number of years and
31 this year from the hunters in the fall that I spoke to,
32 they were able to get moose and they feel that they're
33 seeing more moose over this last two years than they
34 had before.  So that's a piece of local knowledge
35 that's very favorable and good to hear.  We'll be
36 surveying in March this year to try to be back into the
37 upper Sheenjek and Coleen drainages to see what's
38 happening there this year.
39
40                 As I mentioned, those winters for
41 sheep, were particularly difficult.  Studies were done
42 by Gates of the Arctic, they found they lost 50 percent
43 of their sheep and to the west of Gates of the Arctic,
44 on State lands they saw 70 percent loss of their sheep
45 which completely closed down all hunting for sheep in
46 that region of the state.  So the whole Brooks Range
47 was pretty substantially impacted.
48
49                 What we saw, and in your write-ups that
50
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1 are in the analysis of sheep, back on Page 186, you'll
2 see some numbers in terms of what was observed in
3 surveys in 2016 and 2017.  And I want to make sure
4 you're aware that we've changed the survey technique on
5 surveying sheep.  Starting in 2016 the State of Alaska,
6 NPS and Fish and Wildlife are utilizing a new survey
7 technique in terms of linear transects that we survey
8 that are randomly selected over the range of sheep
9 habitat.  When we do that we're allowed to survey much

10 larger areas than the traditional way on the way that
11 we surveyed sheep.  The numbers you see, in terms of
12 density in the write-up in here represents a larger
13 geographic area than just the Arctic Village Sheep
14 Management Area.  So when you look at the densities and
15 numbers in there recognize that it's including the
16 sheep population in the HulaHula and portions of the
17 Caning River drainage, not just the Arctic Village
18 Sheep Management Area. So you need to be aware when
19 we're looking at data to the range and the extent of
20 what the surveys are actually going to be telling you.
21
22                 There's a couple of key notes in there
23 that have been written up that talks about we can't
24 compare the surveys from 2015 directly over to the more
25 recent survey techniques in 2016 and 2017, so just a
26 little bit of caution there.  But it's good to know
27 that the reproduction, in terms of the amount of lambs
28 we're seeing in the population has come up in the last
29 two years.  And that's why you reference the -- the
30 information as referenced in there, that we're not
31 expecting to see a substantial decrease in the
32 population that the population is growing with
33 productivity of the ewes and lambs in the population. 
34 However, what we found in the 2015 study, specifically,
35 which was that in the Arctic Village Sheep Area, that
36 we not only saw less sheep than before, but all age
37 classes of sheep, the numbers were diminished through
38 the full range of the sheep age class.  And the
39 biologists are now predicting with that drop that it'll
40 be at least three to five years before an increase in
41 mature rams are going to be observed in the population,
42 and that's dependent upon whether or not being so
43 impacted and severe as the past icing events.
44
45                 So we're optimistic in hoping and
46 expecting that the herd is going to be growing in
47 future years.
48
49                 A couple other things I'll just
50
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1 mention, like I said you have the materials in the
2 manual of quite a range of studies that are going on.
3
4                 We did have a couple of culturally
5 related projects, community outreach and education.  We
6 again, for around the 14th year in a row, conducted a
7 YCC, that's a Youth Conservation Corps, we had five
8 students from Arctic Village that were involved in that
9 and they got involved in a range of studies from

10 vegetation to plots to improving some of the visitor
11 information panels, the kiosks in the Arctic Village
12 area as well.
13
14                 We were a partner with the fairly
15 numerous group of organizations to do a cultural
16 science camp in the Arctic Village area this year, not
17 only with the friends of Arctic Refuge but the
18 University of Alaska-Fairbanks, the Tulak Research
19 Station and, of course, the local school district in
20 the Arctic Village area.  So they were involved in a
21 lot of activities with elders and with different agency
22 people involved in writing activities, photography,
23 art, hydrology, radiotelemetry, beaver ecology, and
24 starting to work on with the elders the rebuilding of
25 fish traps, the traditional fish traps that are used in
26 the area. So the students built those and then they're
27 going to be using those this winter to learn the skills
28 on how to use them.
29
30                 So with that I'll close unless you have
31 any questions for me.
32
33                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Any questions.
34
35                 MR. GLANZ:  I have a comment.
36
37                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Bill.
38
39                 MR. GLANZ:  That's pretty devastating
40 all them animals with the ice, that really knocked the
41 heck out of them, my gosh.
42
43                 MR. TWITCHELL:  It's very devastating. 
44 I'm very hopeful that we don't see that severity of
45 types of weather that's coming in.  It's hard to
46 predict anymore.  The elders I talked to just shake
47 their head, it's hard to really understand what's
48 trends, and what's happening.  So we hope not to see
49 that, we're seeing ramifications on many other species. 
50
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1 I don't want to divert to this, but polar bear and ice
2 pack melt and permafrost melting and different species
3 that are showing up that haven't been present on Arctic
4 Refuge before.  So there's a wide range of changes
5 going on in the environment and it's going to be a
6 benefit for some species and clearly a detriment to
7 others.
8
9                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah, it's awesome, you

10 guys do a heck of a job man.  It's wonderful what
11 you're trying to do.
12
13                 MR. TWITCHELL:  It's pretty inspiring
14 but also talking to the elders is pretty critical to
15 us.  We do Arctic Borderland interviews every year,
16 it's a partnership with Canada for traditional
17 knowledge and local hunters observations.  And find a
18 way to improve that communications back into your
19 Councils and into the decisionmaking bodies is
20 something that we hope to see that improve.
21
22                 I guess I will close with just one
23 comment.
24
25                 I've been involved in these programs,
26 not just here in the north side for a long, long time,
27 and I want to honor you members that have been on this
28 Council for such a long time and your commitment and
29 dedication to the Program, it's very impressive and I
30 thank you for it.
31
32                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Any more
33 questions for Hollis.
34
35                 (No comments)
36
37                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, well,
38 thank you very much, that was good.
39
40                 MR. HAWKALUK:  Good evening members of
41 the Council and Chair.  For the record my name's Nathan
42 Hawkaluk.  I am currently the acting Refuge manager at
43 Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge.
44
45                 Like everybody else I'll keep my
46 comments fairly brief.  We did provide a summary of
47 activities, it's on Page 608 in your meeting materials. 
48 And what I'm going to do is hit some of the highlights
49 that I think folks might be interested in and I'll just
50
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1 hit them pretty quick.
2
3                 I, unfortunately, don't have a
4 biologist here that can answer some of the tough
5 questions so if you do have some questions and I don't
6 have the answer I'll jot those down and I'll circle
7 back around with you and get those answers if I can.
8
9                 So starting at the top, one of the

10 projects we've had going on for four years now is a
11 moose telemetry study.  This is mostly centered around
12 the Beaver area, south of Beaver towards the White
13 Mountains.  It started in about like I said the winter
14 of 2013.  So it started off with 38 collared moose, cow
15 moose and they've been on there for four years and the
16 frequency of checking those collars has reduced over
17 the years because it's a pretty expensive endeavor. 
18 But, in general, you'll see a brief write-up about some
19 of the overwinter survival rates on some of the cows --
20 the calves, excuse me, and that's pretty consistent and
21 the number they show is 67 (ph) 70 percent the last two
22 years and I've been told that's indicative of a stable
23 population, not necessarily growing too much but
24 stable, other important factors are cow moose survival
25 to, you know, a population remaining strong.  Of those
26 38 that were originally collared, we're down 25, so,
27 we've course, naturally lost some over the years.  One
28 item of interest -- and I think we've shared this
29 information with the Council before, but there were
30 some old moose when they first made the captures, some
31 in the 12 to 16 year range, and just this last year a
32 couple of 16 year olds passed away, whether they were
33 predated or was old age, I don't think we know that. 
34 And I did have a note here that one of the collared
35 moose made it to 18 years of age, so there are some old
36 moose out there on the Flats.
37
38                 As I mentioned, this is kind of in the
39 twilight of the project on year four and those collars
40 will be coming off line.  So one of our biologists is
41 looking at moving into a different monitoring technique
42 to kind of gauge the productivity, twinning rates, if
43 you will, and that's measuring willow browse.  This has
44 been done in other parts of the state and I guess what
45 I've understood, it's pretty -- it's as accurate as
46 twinning surveys and it's a little more responsive,
47 it's more immediate, the information is.  It's got its
48 challenges and it's also logistically difficult.  It's
49 a narrow timeframe to get out there and measure the
50
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1 willows and breakup can kind of get in the way as it
2 did this last year.  But that is something we're going
3 to transition to and see how that works out.
4
5                 Also Flats helps out with the sheep
6 survey in the White Mountains.  The Yukon Flats is
7 responsible, this is a collaborative project, a
8 monitoring effort with the State and BLM, Yukon Flats
9 does the Schwatka Peak and the Toy Mountain areas.  The

10 State does Lime Peak, Limestone Ridge and Windy Gap and
11 the BLM does the Prendle and Cache Mountain areas. 
12 Some areas are better than others and, of course,
13 there's some interchange between those kind of core
14 sheep areas.  This last year we had a good count for
15 the survey block that the Flats is responsible for,
16 you'll see in the report, that there was 135 sheep
17 counted, which was up over the last couple years and as
18 high as they've seen since 2013.  Good chance that that
19 icing event that affected the Brooks Range affected the
20 Flats, or this portion of the sheep habitat as well.
21
22                 It was noted that the lamb crop was
23 considerably higher this year, which kind of bumped up
24 that total number so that's good for the future, you
25 know, good prospects.  It was also mentioned to me that
26 this rain event that we saw in late October might not
27 be so good for them as well.  So time will tell, I
28 guess.
29
30                 Moving to the next page, Tetlin did a
31 nice job kind of summarizing their efforts on the lynx
32 project and kind of covered some of the territory that
33 we would talk about.
34
35                 Last year was our first year doing some
36 trapping joining that project across the Interior.
37
38                 Had a good start to our year, kind of
39 learned some things, caught four lynx this year four
40 lynx are on the air with satellite GPS collars.  We're
41 doing our trapping out of Canvasback Lake, which is
42 west of Birch Creek, and we're looking at going full
43 speed ahead on this project and hopefully getting 20
44 collars out as well like the other stations are.
45
46                 From the habitat end of things, we do
47 quite a bit of work, collaboratively on invasive
48 species.  We work with the Fairbanks Water Conservation
49 District.  One item of note is the infestation of
50
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1 elodea, that's kind of becoming more present in the
2 Interior.  Maybe some of you have heard of the Chena
3 Slough infestation, it's pretty -- it's in there pretty
4 thick and they just started their first effort to begin
5 removing that with chemical treatment.  And the other
6 one that's more close to Lester's home there, down in
7 Tanana -- or on the Tanana River, probably about maybe
8 20, 30 miles down the river from Nenana is on Tokchakit
9 Slough, that's another heavily infested area.  And this

10 elodea, for those that don't know, is an aquatic
11 invasive and I believe it's common in fish tanks and it
12 just has been spreading throughout Alaska.  I think it
13 first started in Cordova and it's kind of starting
14 working its way north.  Of course it can impact aquatic
15 habitats but it's also tough if it gets -- from what
16 I've seen, if it gets into a water body it can really
17 affect transportation if it's on a slough.  It likes
18 slow moving waters but it's -- it is incredibly
19 invasive and can really take over a patch of water.
20
21                 But it's good to see some action being
22 taken on some of those.  And, where the Refuge comes
23 in, is we've had some detection efforts and that's an
24 important facet, because early detection, if you catch
25 it small, catch it early you can have a good chance of
26 success of keeping it out.
27
28                 So we do -- I won't touch on any of
29 these, a lot of our work does focus along, around
30 waterfowl and doing some surveys, we do some scoter,
31 scaup, loon, swan surveys and some brood surveys as
32 well, those have been going on for several years and
33 I'll just mention those since Yukon Flats is an
34 important nesting area for a lot of waterfowl.  So that
35 does take up a lot of our time.  I'm not going to go
36 into any numbers or preliminary estimates there.
37
38                 The last thing I'll probably hit on
39 before I talk just a little bit about some non-
40 biological things, our trail camera project, we've got
41 a biologist that set up these trail cameras kind of on
42 a grid across the Yukon Flats and the primary focus is
43 to come up with an estimate -- the focus is lynx, we
44 catch all sorts of critters on these trail cameras but
45 the focus is lynx right now.  The harvest data is
46 predominately used for setting seasons and bag limits
47 and such.  And this would kind of supplement that
48 information, maybe give a little more relative
49 abundance as the lynx cycles peak and disappear.
50
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1                 So that is the focus, but if nothing
2 else it really gives us kind of a neat insight into
3 what's going on out on the Flats. We see a lot of
4 wolverines, a lot more than you might think.  Wolves
5 are caught on these camera traps a lot more frequently
6 than I would have expected.  Brown bears.  Black bears. 
7 I mean a lot of this stuff you would expect but -- and
8 what I'd offer to the Council, and it was mentioned
9 before that there might be interest, but our biologist

10 was willing to provide a more detailed -- what's the
11 word I'm looking for, presentation, on this trail
12 camera project if there was interest, to see a little
13 bit more about that.  It is interesting.  It gives some
14 really good insight into what's going on out there
15 since we can't be out there.  And these are set up 12
16 months a year and so they're capturing data all the
17 time.
18
19                 So if there's interest just let me know
20 and we can get Bryce here and he can provide that
21 information.
22
23                 The last little bit is a lot of
24 outreach and visitor services projects we do across the
25 -- you know, from out in the villages to we made it
26 down to California this year, so we've got a lot of
27 good projects there.  You can read all about those.
28
29                 One piece of information that's
30 interesting, fire season, many of you probably noticed,
31 you know, I mean if you're out there you'll see that
32 there's a lot of -- we had a -- from an acreage
33 standpoint a pretty normal fire season across the
34 state, Yukon Flats saw quite a bit of fire, Arctic did,
35 too, to our north, but what was unique about this
36 season was the persistence of the season.  Typically
37 July 10th is when they -- they usually see a season
38 ending event, it usually modifies the fire behavior
39 considerably and this year it ran for an extra month. 
40 I think the last -- the last known fire was discovered
41 August 8th, so that was a prolonged fire season.  It
42 didn't burn an excessive amount of acreage but it just
43 persisted through the end of the season.
44
45                 And, you know, I think I'll end it
46 there and if there's any questions I'll do my best to
47 answer them or get back to you with some answers.  If
48 not, I'll turn it over to the next person.
49
50



EASTERN INTERIOR FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE RAC MEETING 11/9/2017 EASTERN INTERIOR RAC MEETING
2

135 Christensen Dr., Ste. 2., Anch. AK 99501 Fax: 907-243-1473 Email: sahile@gci.net
Computer Matrix, LLC Phone: 907-243-0668

Page 426

1                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Andrew.
2
3                 MR. FIRMIN:  I know I asked for it
4 before, maybe it would be good to have Bryce give a
5 little update on that because I was just curious, like
6 those cameras, do they work in 50 below, the weather,
7 or what's that wolf chewing on there.
8
9                 MR. HAWKALUK:  And I don't want to

10 steal his thunder but he'll go over some of this
11 information and I'll invite him for the next one if we
12 can get him on the agenda. 
13
14                 But, yeah, they seem to operate really
15 well even at 50 below, and he uses, I think it's a
16 bungee cord, it's used on a set up and he's chewing on
17 that.  What I found interesting looking through some of
18 the highlight pictures, if you will, they love --
19 there's also a yardstick set up there, just to measure,
20 you know, snow depths as the seasons change, and bears,
21 wolverines, lynx, wolf, I mean they love it, they chew
22 it up, they rub against it, they can't stay away from
23 it.
24
25                 (Laughter)
26
27                 MR. HAWKALUK:  But I will ask Bryce if
28 he could pull together something and provide a
29 presentation.
30
31                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, that'd be
32 interesting.  Of course I'm worried about Big Foot, I
33 haven't heard from him in awhile.
34
35                 (Laughter)
36
37                 MR. HAWKALUK:  Haven't captured that
38 yet.
39
40                 (Laughter)
41
42                 MR. FIRMIN:  Need to delete some photos
43 off of there after he goes back.
44
45                 (Laughter)
46
47                 MR. HAWKALUK:  They're locked down, so
48 I'm not sure you can access the card.
49
50
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1                 (Laughter)
2
3                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Anyone else.
4
5                 (No comments)
6
7                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, well,
8 thank you much.
9

10                 MR. HAWKALUK:  Thank you. 
11
12                 MR. MASCHMANN:  Mr. Vice Chair, would
13 you like a fisheries report.
14
15                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay. 
16
17                 MR. MASCHMANN:  We're not on the agenda
18 but I did request with Sue to be put in and I don't
19 know where she put me.
20
21                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, go
22 ahead.
23
24                 MR. MASCHMANN:  Thank you.  I'm Gerald
25 Maschmann, the assistant Federal manager, I work for
26 Fred Bue with the Fish and Wildlife Service out of the
27 Fairbanks office.  I will summarize my summary.
28
29                 The first handout you received is our
30 season summary.  The Department of Fish and Game also
31 has a summer season summary and I think Jeff Estensen
32 will be coming up with the fall season summary here
33 this fall and final escapements are in for his
34 projects.
35
36                 The second handout I sent you is there
37 were some Yukon related Board of Fish submissions as
38 ACRs and the Board of Fish will be taking up some Yukon
39 issues this winter at the Board of Fish meetings and
40 you should contact your State AC folks or comment. 
41 There's some dates down at the bottom that -- final
42 dates to comment, so if those are of interest to you,
43 you should probably put in some comments if you feel
44 like you need to.
45
46                 So prior to this season, YRDFA hosted
47 the annual preseason fishermen meeting and we got a lot
48 of input from fishermen on what kind of things they --
49 how we wanted to manage the season.  We were fairly
50
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1 optimistic, were hopeful, that we were trending upward
2 and we discussed with fishermen and the plan was to
3 enter the season conservatively but we would let people
4 fish for those early chinook, close on the first pulse
5 and keep watching the run as they come in.  We did that
6 and about the midpoint of the run we were more
7 confident that we were looking at a better chinook run
8 and we began to open the Lower Yukon to king fishing
9 with 7.5 inch mesh on their normal windows schedule. 

10 About the midpoint of the run, since we were more sure,
11 the upper river got fewer restrictions than the lower
12 river this year and 5D actually did not have any
13 restrictions.  They were able to fish 24/7 with 7.5
14 inch gear because the time the fish got up there we
15 were fairly confident we were looking at a better
16 chinook run.
17
18                 Again, we were -- you know, the
19 management approach was to provide more chinook harvest
20 if we were confident and that's what we did, we stuck
21 with the plan.
22
23                 Again, we had what everyone has been
24 saying, there was more kings in the river than we've
25 seen in a lot of years and we heard that from the
26 fishermen on the YRDFA teleconference. 
27
28                 We had a great summer chum run, upwards
29 of three million summer chum passed the sonar.
30
31                 And just to address Virgil's question
32 about why we saw so many fish at -- chinook at Pilot
33 Station but it seemed like maybe we didn't see as many
34 chinook at the escapement projects, you know, with some
35 of them being actually average or a even a little below
36 average.  It is puzzling.  I think we've been talking
37 about it this winter, when we look at the Eagle sonar
38 passage and we also have to remember that the Pilot
39 Station sonar number that we use, that's the point
40 estimate, it's really -- there's a confidence interval
41 and the lower end of that confidence interval is
42 probably 230,000 and if we look at what we saw at the
43 Eagle sonar and taking into account harvest, I think
44 we're probably at the lower end for the -- for the
45 Pilot Station number is probably 230, and that is in
46 agreement, I think, with what we saw at the Eagle, but
47 it is a little puzzling that a lot of our projects were
48 kind of average or even a little below average on the
49 escapement.  And like you said, the Salcha -- Chena and
50
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1 Salcha, they're running -- in addition to just the
2 tower counts they're running a sonar during the high
3 water, they're still looking at those counts and some
4 preliminary counts from the sonar.  They've met the --
5 they're within their escapement goal but they're going
6 to be doing some (indiscernible), statistical
7 calculations to get a better estimate for those, and I
8 think those numbers will even go up a little bit for
9 those projects.

10
11                 So, you know, we met all our escapement
12 goals, we met our Canadian obligations.  It sounds like
13 subsistence fishermen were able to meet -- if they
14 fished, they were able to meet their needs for chinook
15 salmon and plenty of summer chum salmon.  A record or
16 near record commercial summer chum harvest in the Lower
17 Yukon.  
18
19                 Moving into the fall season, we
20 basically entered the fall season with allowing them
21 7.5 inch or smaller mesh gear.  We had a great fall
22 chum run.  Also near record return of fall chum, and a
23 near record of commercial harvest of fall chum.  We
24 also had a record passage of fall chum past the Eagle
25 sonar.  From what we heard from subsistence fishermen,
26 the fish were healthy, fat, and they looked good, they
27 had really no problems.
28
29                 Coho salmon, same.  Pretty high
30 harvest.  I think it was the second highest harvest of
31 commercial coho on record.  About an average passed the
32 sonar, but when you count in the harvest it was a
33 pretty good run of coho salmon.  The only escapement
34 project we have for coho is on the Delta Clearwater and
35 that met its goal also.  
36
37                 And just in addition to what I was
38 saying about the Pilot Station sonar number, there,
39 with three million fish going by the sonar, there is
40 some apportionment issues with trying to count, you
41 know, a small percentage of chinook mixed in with those
42 three million.  So that's probably another, you know,
43 sonar issue.  But I think for the most part we're in
44 agreement that it seemed to come in like we think it
45 did and it is a little puzzling that we didn't see some
46 higher escapements on those escapements -- on those
47 escapement projects but I think we'll be talking about
48 that more this winter.
49
50
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1                 And then the second -- oh, I already
2 brought it up, but those State Board of Fish issues,
3 you know, take a look at those and if you have any
4 questions I would call the State managers or work with
5 your State ACs.
6
7                 So if you have any questions I'd be
8 happy to answer them.
9

10                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Andy.
11
12                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, thank you.  Maybe
13 not so much a question as an observation.
14
15                 One of the things that happened this
16 year that I thought was kind of interesting is because
17 they allowed 5D, my unit, to fish on that first pulse,
18 I was able to see what the effects of first pulse
19 closures are on the rest of the river and I just want
20 to report and have on the record that it was incredibly
21 high quality fish that came up in that first pulse. 
22 Large fish.  The first fish I pulled out of the river
23 was 30 plus pounds and that was the biggest fish I've
24 caught in memory, a long time.  And they were all very,
25 very healthy fish.
26
27                 I quit fishing pretty quick.  And then
28 I started fishing again about the mid point of the run
29 once the fish coming up had been fished with 7.5 inch
30 mesh and the quality of escapement was right back to
31 where we were for the last seven or eight years, it was
32 small males, really not very high quality females,
33 torpedo fish, only the long skinny ones, not very
34 round, didn't look very fecund, not a lot of females.
35
36                 So I just wanted to put that in the
37 record because it demonstrates the effectiveness of the
38 first pulse closures and I see right here there's
39 already a proposal in there to maybe try and remove the
40 first pulse protection, which I think would be a
41 drastic mistake at this point in time.
42
43                 I just wanted to get that on the record
44 as an observation.  I did this purposely so that I
45 could see the effects of the first pulse closures and
46 it confirmed to me that it is an incredibly good tool
47 to get high quality escapement up into Canada, Canadian
48 bound chinook anyway, which is 50 percent of the run.
49
50
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1                 Thank you. 
2
3                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Anyone else
4 for Gerald.
5
6                 (No comments)
7
8                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  While
9 we have Gerald up there, we should, real quickly, I

10 know maybe people don't want to do this because of the
11 press agenda, we're late, but the Board of Fish is
12 going to address Proposal 230, which is drift gillnets
13 in 4C; 231, which is to get rid of the first pulse; 232
14 to let them sell bycatch king salmon in the commercial
15 fishery in the lower river; and 233, which is going to
16 consider commercial fishing gear in District 1 in
17 marine waters.  I can't remember that too good.  But I
18 do know 30, 31 and 32 are of great concern to this RAC
19 and so we're going to meet -- that gets taken up on
20 March 6th and 7th in Anchorage, the comments are due
21 February 13th, what's our meeting this February, it's
22 the.....
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  27th.
25
26                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  It's what?
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  The 27th.
29
30                 MR. FIRMIN:  Yeah, we'll miss.....
31
32                 MS. WESSELS:  27.
33
34                 MR. BASSICH:  We'll miss the comment
35
36                 REPORTER:  Mic please.
37
38                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  So we meet
39 after the deadline for comments and I think these
40 proposals are important enough that the Office of
41 Subsistence Management should send one of us to
42 represent this RAC at the Board of Fish meeting in
43 Anchorage.
44
45                 Andy.
46
47                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, I wonder if maybe
48 we could just form a committee to write a letter with
49 our positions and, you know, we wouldn't have to meet
50
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1 in person but maybe we could have a couple of members
2 that are interested in getting involved in this, make
3 some comments, and bring them to the RAC.
4
5                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Well, that
6 would be fine, however, that's near as effective as a
7 person standing right there in person talking to the
8 Board members and catching them when you get the
9 opportunity to have a cup of coffee with them or

10 something and to explain why this is not really a good
11 idea.  I mean that's, sending a letter, I mean it's
12 like -- those guys get books like these, just like we
13 do, only they get theirs a little bit -- about the same
14 time we do, they're lucky if they get it a week ahead
15 of time.  I spent three terms on that Board.  Hell,
16 you've got hundreds of pages of stuff to read, you
17 can't read every bit of it and totally understand it
18 all, I mean you're lucky to speed read and skim read
19 through most of it.
20
21                 MR. BASSICH:  I think the issue that we
22 run against, Virgil, is if we haven't actually talked
23 about these in our meeting, I don't know that we can
24 send a person to represent the RAC.
25
26                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Right.
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  That's the issue that we
29 would have with sending a RAC member there if we
30 haven't taken it up in a RAC meeting.
31
32                 I agree with you, as far as sending a
33 person, it's the most effective thing, but until we
34 address these officially as a RAC, we can't give a RAC
35 position, I believe.
36
37                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Well, the
38 reason for me saying this is I want to give the Staff a
39 head's up, we're probably going to vote to do that at
40 this next meeting, and we're too late for comments.  So
41 you can give your boss' a head's up that we're probably
42 going to send someone to that Board of Fish meeting in
43 Anchorage on March 6th through 9th.
44
45                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  This is Katya
46 Wessels.  I am going to ask if we are allowed to send
47 any of the RAC representative to the Board of Fish but
48 my suspicion is that probably is not allowed.
49
50
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1                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Well, it's
2 been allowed in the past.
3
4                 MR. BASSICH:  It's been allowed every
5 time.
6
7                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  Well, I will need
8 to verify that.
9

10                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Well,
11 then I guess we don't really need to ask you a
12 question, Gerald, then maybe you -- oh, Andrew, go
13 ahead.
14
15                 MR. FIRMIN:  I agree with both of you
16 guys, too.  Let's send somebody because we probably
17 will be allowed to, we always have in the past, and
18 then we could appoint a little committee to meet with
19 that person, and that person would give the
20 committee's.....
21
22                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, we'll meet before
23 the meeting, we're going to be meeting February 28th
24 and 29th, right.
25
26                 MR. GLANZ:  The 1st.
27
28                 MR. BASSICH:  And the 1st.  So we have
29 time to put that on the agenda for us to discuss these
30 proposals and then send a representative to that
31 meeting.  That's what Virgil's getting at.
32
33                 MR. FIRMIN:  Copy that.
34
35                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Does anyone
36 have anything else for Gerald.
37
38                 (No comments)
39
40                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  So
41 we're going to want to address these at the next
42 meeting, Gerald.
43
44                 Okay, Park Service.
45
46                 MR. GLANZ:  I have a comment before you
47 start, you guys need to all rotate that -- have a
48 rotation, it always seems like you're always at 8:00
49 o'clock at night when we have these things.
50
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1                 (Laughter)
2
3                 MS. OKADA:  Good evening.  My name is
4 Marcy Okada, I'm the subsistence coordinator for Yukon
5 Charley Rivers National Preserve.  And your Preserve
6 update is on Page 613 of your meeting booklet.
7
8                 Now, I'm going to try and give you the
9 really expedited version of this update.

10
11                 For the Ranger Division, two local
12 rural residents from Eagle and Circle were issued a
13 special use permit for the use of Park Service
14 structures for subsistence purposes within the
15 Preserve.  These permits allow the permittee to utilize
16 a specific cabin or structure for a set period of time
17 to conduct subsistence hunting and trapping activities.
18
19                 And for those of you who haven't
20 already met Nick Thompson, our Yukon Charley Ranger, he
21 has been promoted to be a Ranger pilot and his position
22 utilizes aircraft for enhanced law enforcement coverage
23 of the Preserve and also assisting the public in search
24 and rescue activities.
25
26                 This past summer visitation was down
27 slightly in terms of visitors that were noted at Eagle,
28 Slavens Roadhouse and on the river and there weren't
29 that many guided groups compared to years past.
30
31                 You'll be happy to hear repairs and
32 improvements were made on the Fortymile public use
33 cabin and that included fixing squirrel damage,
34 installation of boards and foam pads on the bed frames. 
35 New wood stoves were put in in (indiscernible) Bluff
36 public use cabin, Cold Creek public use cabin and some
37 repairs were made to Washington Creek public use cabin,
38 but that project still needs more funding.
39
40                 It was a low fire season this year.  I
41 just handed out a fire map, within the Preserve, and
42 there were four fires total.
43
44                 And then lastly I believe no moose
45 surveys are scheduled for this winter.
46
47                 So I think that's it.
48
49                 I went through this very quickly, you
50
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1 have my contact information.  Please feel free to
2 contact me if you have any questions.
3
4                 MR. GLANZ:  I have one.
5
6                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Bill.
7
8                 MR. GLANZ:  So what happened to Scott,
9 he's not flying no more or what?

10
11                 MS. OKADA:  Scott is our Chief Ranger
12 for Yukon Charley National -- Yukon Charley River
13 National Preserve, Gates of the Arctic National Park
14 and Preserve and then also the Park units out in the
15 Western Arctic Park lands.  So he does fly.  He's still
16 a Ranger pilot, but he's also the Chief of a large
17 area.
18
19                 MR. GLANZ:  A larger area.
20
21                 MS. OKADA:  Yeah.
22
23                 MR. WOODRUFF:  There were 199 human 
24 started fires.
25
26                 REPORTER:  Your mic please.
27
28                 MR. WOODRUFF:  There were 199 human
29 started fires?
30
31                 MS. OKADA:  And that was statewide.
32
33                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Oh, statewide, okay.
34
35                 MS. OKADA:  That was statewide.
36
37                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you.
38
39                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Anything else
40 for Marcy.
41
42                 (No comments)
43
44                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Thank you. 
45
46                 MS. OKADA:  I'm going to pass the
47 update on to our wildlife biologist Matt Sorum, and
48 he'll give you an update on wolves.
49
50
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1                 MR. SORUM:  Okay.  I'm Matt Sorum.
2 Wildlife biologist for Yukon Charley National Preserve. 
3 I'll keep this brief on wolves.
4
5                 But I just want to give you guys an
6 update on what's been going on with wolves in Yukon
7 Charley.  This last year we put together one of our
8 papers that outlined the wolf project over the last 22 
9 years, it was our first big paper.

10
11                 So National Park Service researchers
12 monitored wolf population dynamics for 22 years in
13 order to assess how two large scale wolf control
14 programs, which has the primary goal of increasing the
15 size of the Fortymile Caribou Herd affected the wolf
16 population located within the adjacent protected area
17 of Yukon Charley National Park and Preserve.  The study
18 is one of the only four in North America conducted for
19 this length of time.  The study found that during the
20 period when wolf control programs were implemented,
21 wolf survival rates in the National Preserve were lower
22 than usual even though the Preserve encompasses 2.7
23 million acres.  And wolf control activities are
24 prohibited within the Preserve.  Other measures of
25 population dynamics, dispersal, birth and death were
26 also substantially different during years of wolf
27 control.
28
29                 And then we are continuing that project
30 currently.
31
32                 Last year we went out and we captured
33 seven wolves from four different packs and we're going
34 to continue to monitor those to see how wolves respond
35 to changes in prey abundance, landscape,
36 (indiscernible) and wolf densities.
37
38                 A couple of other things, we are going
39 for the future, we're going to be looking at wolves --
40 a wolf diet analysis through two different ways.  We're
41 using the collars, the GPS collars, we're looking at
42 clusters and trying to determine what prey they are
43 using, based on those clusters.  So the longer they're
44 there, hopefully we can see there's a difference
45 between what prey they're using, wolves, caribou,
46 sheep, based off those, and then also we're going to be
47 using stabilized (indiscernible) collected from
48 whiskers so we can pull a whisker and then look back
49 the previous X amount of months based on the length --
50
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1 how fast their whiskers grow and get a sense of what
2 their diet is for that specific pack.
3
4                 So that's one thing.
5
6                 And then maybe just to touch on sheep
7 real quick because last year I think we talked about
8 this.  There's a big decline the last time we did a
9 survey in 2014, we are going to do a survey this summer

10 to see how -- where that population is at for those
11 Yukon Charley sheep.
12
13                 So any questions.
14
15                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Andy.
16
17                 MR. BASSICH:  Moose densities within
18 the Preserve, where are they at right now?
19
20                 MR. SORUM:  Moose densities?
21
22                 MR. BASSICH:  Yep.
23
24                 MR. SORUM:  They jumped up on the last
25 survey so next -- we're not going to do a survey this
26 year but we're going to do one next fall.  They went up
27 probably by about 30 percent from the previous survey
28 the year before and I think they're at .4.
29
30                 MR. BASSICH:  .4?
31
32                 MR. SORUM:  Yeah, off the top of my
33 head.
34
35                 MR. BASSICH:  Okay, so .4, can you
36 translate that as to something -- is there anybody in
37 the room that can translate that as to how that
38 compares with the rest of the state right now?
39
40                 MR. SORUM:  It's fairly -- so it'd be
41 like similar -- it's a little less than Kanuti, what
42 Kanuti would have, and it's similar to what Yukon
43 Flat's is -- where Yukon Flat's is at.
44
45                 MR. BASSICH:  So relatively low?
46
47                 MR. SORUM:  Well, yeah, low.  .4 is --
48 it's .4 moose per square mile, yeah, low but stable. 
49 Yeah.  And I think a lot of those increases were on the
50
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1 north side that we were seeing.  But you can't, from
2 the GSP survey method, you can't -- so it's just --
3 that's where we saw a lot of moose, relative.
4
5                 MR. GLANZ:  I got one there.
6
7                 At the last Fortymile board meeting
8 with the Canadians, they increased the harvest record
9 on them so I -- and then according to (Indiscernible)

10 he's going to stop the wolf control program this
11 winter, the only way you can kill them is
12 (indiscernible), I can't remember what date we could
13 keep it going if he wanted, but it's kind of hard to
14 justify us taking a whole bunch more caribou due to low
15 calf rates.
16
17                 MR. SORUM:  Yeah.
18
19                 MR. GLANZ:  So I guess we're going to
20 -- so after this winter moose should pick up a bit.
21
22                 MR. SORUM:  Yeah, that's how I
23 understood it.  Was that the calf weights went down,
24 caribou population went up and they're going to let the
25 -- help -- let the wolves help kind of regulate the
26 population so they don't go over.
27
28                 MR. GLANZ:  (Indiscernible) understand,
29 because that's really a first -- first come, first
30 serve, to let you know, that there's going to be
31 (indiscernible - no mic).
32
33                 MR. SORUM:  Yeah.
34
35                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Anyone else.
36
37                 (No comments)
38
39                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Well, let me
40 ask you this, has anyone at the Park been monitoring
41 when the Air Force is having these Red Flag exercises,
42 they bring people from all over the world, and I don't
43 know whether they're still flying over the Charley
44 Preserve or not.
45
46                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Oh, yeah.
47
48                 MR. GLANZ:  Yeah.
49
50
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1                 MR. WOODRUFF:  They do.
2
3                 MR. SORUM:  Oh, yeah.
4
5                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  I'm sure they
6 probably are.
7
8                 But are they monitoring those high
9 performance attack and fighter aircraft crews.....

10
11                 MR. SORUM:  In relation to?
12
13                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  .....from
14 Israel and Germany and Japan and every place in the
15 world.
16
17                 MR. SORUM:  In relation to how they're
18 affecting sheep or?
19
20                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Yeah, how
21 they're affecting the sheep and nesting falcons and
22 stuff like that.
23
24                 MR. SORUM:  I don't think in relation
25 to falcons, they looked at it in relation to sheep. 
26 They didn't seem a change in between when they were
27 present or when these fighter jets were present and
28 when they weren't.
29
30                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Let me ask you
31 this, have you ever been on the ground down in the
32 sheep habitat when they came by at six or 700 miles an
33 hour 220 feet off the ground and then turned on the
34 after burner.
35
36                 MR. SORUM:  No.
37
38                 (Laughter)
39
40                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Well, once
41 you've been there.....
42
43                 MR. SORUM:  I've heard of it.
44
45                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  .....when they
46 did that, you don't know how that would affect a sheep.
47
48                 MR. SORUM:  We had an archeology crew
49 in Yukon Charley last year who had that happen to them,
50
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1 they couldn't believe, yeah, they thought it was about
2 to crash it was so low.
3
4                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  I'm actually
5 curious about that and that is an important thing.  And
6 this -- in the Eastern Interior RAC's region because we
7 have the largest training area for people to do that on
8 earth that's not in Russia, I mean in.....
9

10                 MR. SORUM:  Uh-huh.
11
12                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  .....in the
13 free world, basically, or whatever you want to call it,
14 the largest training area in the world is in the
15 Eastern Interior region.
16
17                 MR. SORUM:  Wow.
18
19                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  For both high
20 performance aircraft and infantry and artillery, and
21 tanks and everything else on the ground, we're the
22 largest training area there is for both.
23
24                 MR. SORUM:  Uh-huh.
25
26                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  And part of
27 it's in the National Park that you work in.
28
29                 MR. SORUM:  Yeah, it's pretty unusual.
30
31                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  So anyway,
32 Andy.
33
34                 MR. BASSICH:  Yeah, thank you.  I've
35 witnessed a lot of that this year but it was all very
36 high altitude.  I saw or heard very, very little and
37 I'm a mile outside the Preserve, where I live, so --
38 and the sheep country that's pretty prevalent is pretty
39 much right across the river from me, I didn't see or
40 hear any really low flying aircraft.
41
42                 I did have a request, Marcy, if you're
43 able to at our next meeting, could you bring any
44 information you have on the hunter -- moose hunting
45 efforts along the Yukon River as far as your contacts. 
46 I don't know if you gather information on where people
47 are from, whether they're local, non-local, Federally-
48 qualified or not, but any information you have on the
49 hunting effort along the Yukon River corridor in Yukon
50
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1 Charley, I think that'd be very helpful.
2
3                 MS. OKADA:  Okay. 
4
5                 MR. SORUM:  Do you think you've been
6 seeing increases in hunter numbers along the Yukon?
7
8                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, I'm not going to
9 say that it's increases, but it's that domino effect,

10 there were a tremendous amount of people from Juneau
11 this year and there was more air boat activity than
12 I've ever seen before.
13
14                 MR. SORUM:  Uh-huh.
15
16                 MR. BASSICH:  So those are the two
17 things that I saw personally.  Of course they don't
18 stop into my place but I do run into people.
19
20                 MR. SORUM:  You hear them?
21
22                 MR. BASSICH:  Well, the air boats you
23 hear, yeah.
24
25                 MR. SORUM:  Yeah.
26
27                 MR. BASSICH:  Anyway, I'm just curious
28 and there again it just goes to some of these other
29 projects that we're beginning to work on and it's just
30 trying to collect some incidental baseline information
31 so that we can be accurate.....
32
33                 (Teleconference interruption - no
34 participants)
35
36                 MR. BASSICH:  It would be helpful if
37 you have anything.
38
39                 MR. GLANZ:  I started hunting Yukon
40 Charley about 33, 34 years ago.....
41
42                 MR. SORUM:  Uh-huh.
43
44                 MR. GLANZ:  .....and we'd leave Circle
45 and there was some people living in Beaver so we'd
46 always stop and visit them and we'd go to Charley River
47 and there'd be a camp right on the mouth and we go 50
48 some miles up the creek and never find a camp, now days
49 you leave Circle and about every three to five miles
50
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1 there's a camp.
2
3                 MR. SORUM:  Uh-huh.
4
5                 MR. GLANZ:  There's nothing like it,
6 it's stressful for us people that remember the old days
7 and now we're seeing all these people and we've managed
8 to get a moose.  I've got like 24 or 25 moose in the
9 last 33 years and I had three years I didn't even get a

10 shot at nothing, so I mean it's just back and forth.
11
12                 MR. SORUM:  Uh-huh.
13
14                 MR. GLANZ:  It's quite stressful.
15
16                 MR. BASSICH:  If I could add to that,
17 one of the things that I did hear related to me first
18 hand is that there are families now that are moving
19 down and they're claiming areas and any time anybody
20 comes even relatively close to that area they're being
21 very aggressive and telling them that that's their area
22 to hunt.  These are some families from the Tok area
23 basically and I think that's pretty inappropriate for
24 that to take place.  So maybe someone needs to go to
25 talk to some of these families that have been
26 longstanding hunting because they're spreading -- they
27 used to be in just one small cluster but they're
28 spreading now and they're trying to basically claim
29 about 25 miles of river for their family to hunt, which
30 is primary moose hunting and so it's human nature but
31 it needs to be addressed.
32
33                 MR. SORUM:  Oh.
34
35                 MR. GLANZ:  Okay, going back to the
36 jets.  I had to go change my pants one night.
37
38                 (Laughter)
39
40                 MR. GLANZ:  I went out to get some
41 firewood, I didn't even hear it come in and about the
42 time I heard it, I thought it was a field artillery
43 round coming in, like a 155, I dove to the ground and
44 it went (makes sound) kaboom, it was very exciting.
45
46                 (Laughter)
47
48                 MR. GLANZ:  We used to have them jets
49 come over, where you have formations, and about half
50
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1 the crew would drop to the ground and start crawling
2 looking for a hole.
3
4                 (Laughter)
5
6                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Anything else.
7
8                 (No comments)
9

10                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Well, I guess
11 that's it.  
12
13                 Let's see we got.....
14
15                 MR. BASSICH:  One more.
16
17                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Denali.
18
19                 MS. OKADA:  Thank you. 
20
21                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  We got Denali
22 Park.
23
24                 MS. OWENS:  Please.
25
26                 (Laughter)
27
28                 MS. OWENS:  I promise I'll be brief.
29
30                 MR. GLANZ:  Marcy you moved up one, I
31 see.
32
33                 (Laughter)
34
35                 MS.  OWENS:  Good evening, Mr. Vice
36 Chair and members of the Council.  Thank you for
37 everyone hanging in there, I promise I will make this
38 as brief as I possibly can.  The Denali wildlife update
39 is on Page 615 in your books so all I'm going to do is
40 refer to just a couple of the projects that are in
41 there and give you some of the current updates for
42 those projects that did not get into this written
43 update and then just talk about a couple of other
44 projects very briefly.
45
46                 Starting out with bear monitoring on
47 the north side of Denali National Park we've been
48 looking at bear movements in the northeast corner of
49 the Park for a few years now,  Just last year we were
50
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1 able to start putting out some iridium GPS collars,
2 those fancy collars that send information, location
3 information back to us every couple of days.  I can sit
4 in my office now and see where bears are.  The purpose
5 of that project was to look at bear movements in and
6 out of the Park boundary in that northeast corner of
7 the Park.  We put our first couple of collars out there
8 in May of 2016 and then in September of this year I was
9 able to put out 11 more collars, 10 of those were

10 iridium collars.  And the middle year of funding for
11 this project includes some survey work, and just
12 yesterday I had a conversation with Kay Nicholson from
13 the Department of Fish and Game hoping that we can
14 collaborate on some survey work there for Unit 20C.  So
15 we're hoping that we might be able to pull that off
16 this spring.
17
18                 I'm not going to talk too much about
19 bear management, but just to give you a quick clue,
20 bear management in the Park for us is obviously a very
21 big thing because we have so many visitors, we
22 fortunately had a fairly quiet year this year.  We had
23 one family of bears that gave us fits for a little
24 while but we're hoping that with a year age on the cubs
25 of this particular family they're not going to be an
26 issue for us next year.
27
28                 Moose, you can see the numbers in the
29 report from the last survey that we did on the north
30 side of the Park, which was in 2015.  We're scheduled
31 to do another one this year.  And as soon as we get the
32 snow conditions, we're just about there now, but more
33 importantly the pilots and planes, we'll get that
34 survey off the ground and get that done and hopefully
35 by the time you folks meet, maybe in the spring, we
36 might have the updated numbers for the 2017 survey.
37
38                 Caribou work is ongoing, you can see
39 there are the numbers.  We've had a slight increase in
40 caribou numbers over the years, over the past three
41 years, at least, at about five percent.  Winter
42 snowfalls have been below average and female survival
43 has been really good so the numbers of caribou are
44 looking good.  
45
46                 Wolf monitoring, we continue to monitor
47 wolf packs in the Park.  The current -- or the most
48 current information is that we had about 72 wolves in
49 10 packs this spring.  We usually do our Park counts in
50
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1 the spring so we won't have updated information until
2 this coming spring.
3
4                 Same thing with sheep surveys.  We do
5 ground based and aerial sheep surveys.  We've been
6 doing aerial sheep surveys every year for the past, oh,
7 about five.  We've been doing ground based sheep
8 surveys for quite some time.  And the numbers from the
9 aerial survey this year have not been analyzed but one

10 thing that was very apparent was the number of lambs
11 was up this year as compared to what we had seen in the
12 past couple of years.
13
14                 A couple of projects that might be
15 particularly pertinent for you folks. 
16
17                 We've undertaken what we're calling a
18 trapping records project.  And this actually came out
19 of a long ago request from the Denali SRC to try to get
20 some information from our subsistence users about the
21 history of some of the trapping activities that they've
22 done over the years.  And so what that project has
23 consisted of so far is interviews with trappers,
24 subsistence users that are trapping and have been over
25 the years, particularly the Collins twins in Lake
26 Minchumina have kept copious records over the years and
27 they have shared that with us and also we've done some
28 interviews with them to talk about their experiences
29 and what they're seeing now in terms of numbers of
30 animals that they're trapping and such.  And that's
31 going to give us a really good picture of --  sort of a
32 retroactive picture of what's gone on with trapping
33 over the years, and maybe even give us a handle on some
34 animal numbers that they're particularly interested in.
35
36                 Two things that are not in this report
37 that I'd also like to mention to you, because, again,
38 from a subsistence perspective, I think these are
39 interesting.  Both of these are projects that we have
40 proposed for funding, so as of right now we have not
41 been guaranteed funding for these two projects but
42 we're hoping that we get it.  
43
44                 One is a martin habitat and juvenile
45 survival study.  Again, our subsistence users on the
46 Denali SRC are particularly interested in martin.  And
47 so what we have proposed is that for 2018 we're -- and
48 we're probably very likely to get this because it's a
49 small dollar figure and we have, from our Regional
50
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1 Office, something called mini grants, we're hoping to
2 be able to get some funding to do a pilot project this
3 year looking at, or collaring some female martins and
4 using some pit tags in juveniles to look at movements
5 and habitat use.  At the same time we're going to do
6 some small animal abundance study along with that.
7
8                 If we get funding for that one and then
9 -- and that goes well, we've also asked for funding

10 from 2019 to 2021 to expand that project and maybe even
11 do it in Minchumina, which, again, is where our SRC
12 members are particularly interested.
13
14                 The other project that we've also
15 proposed for funding this year, it wouldn't be funded
16 until 2020, if it does get funded, is a repeat
17 photography project.  We have been doing some repeat
18 photography work in the Park, particularly our plant
19 ecologist is really interested in this and has been
20 kind of spearheaded this project for us for a number of
21 years and we sort of had a brain storm at the last SRC
22 meeting that there are a lot of SRC members that have
23 historic photos that we might be able to repeat and get
24 some clue as to what's going on with change in habitat
25 possibly due to climate change.  So we've put in a
26 proposal for some funding for repeat photography. 
27 Basically what we would do would be to canvas our
28 subsistence users for photos that they have and then
29 actually get a photographer in to repeat those
30 photographs and be able to compare those.
31
32                 So, again, in the interest of time I'll
33 leave you to read the rest of it if you want all of the
34 details. 
35
36                 If there is any other -- any questions
37 or any additional information that you want, my contact
38 information is at the end of the report and you are
39 more than welcome to contact me if you need to.
40
41                 Yes.
42
43                 MR. WOODRUFF:  On your.....
44
45                 REPORTER:  Mic please.
46
47                 MR. WOODRUFF:  On your moose
48 densities.....
49
50
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1                 MS. OWENS:  Yes.
2
3                 MR. WOODRUFF:  .....is .55 per square
4 mile, is that average or below average for you guys?
5
6                 MS. OWENS:  That was for this year.
7
8                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Okay. 
9

10                 MS. OWENS:  That was for this one year.
11
12                 MR. WOODRUFF:  And is that up or down
13 or do you know?
14
15                 MS. OWENS:  I believe from -- so the
16 last survey that we did was in -- before the -- the one
17 most recent before this one was in 2011 and I believe
18 this was up just a little bit from 2011.  
19
20                 We haven't, over the years, seen any
21 major drops or jumps.  There has been a few.  It's kind
22 of, you know, wavy.
23
24                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Right.
25
26                 MS. OWENS:  But it's been nothing
27 major.
28
29                 MR. WOODRUFF:  And your bull/cow ratio,
30 68 to 100, does that seem to be pretty normal or is
31 that up?
32
33                 MS. OWENS:  I think that also is up a
34 little bit.
35
36                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Okay. 
37
38                 MS. OWENS:  Yeah.  Yeah.  And,
39 hopefully, we'll do a good survey this year and, again,
40 like I said, we'll have the numbers.
41
42                 And one thing that I'll include, if you
43 would like, in the next report, is I've got the numbers
44 back to 1986 and I can include all of those numbers, if
45 it would be helpful.  The one thing that I will say is
46 that the methodology and, as in most other places, the
47 methodology that we've been using has changed over the
48 years.  We used to use the Gasaway method and now we're
49 using the GSP method.  Some of the units are not
50
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1 necessarily directly comparable but in terms of the
2 overall numbers it shows a -- you know, it shows what's
3 been going on out there.
4
5                 MR. WOODRUFF:  And do these surveys
6 include the Preserve or just the Park?
7
8                 MS. OWENS:  Yeah, so this particular
9 survey is partially funded by the Central Alaska

10 Monitoring Network and partially funded by the --
11 within the Park and it is for the whole north side of
12 the Park -- basically north of the Alaska Range so it's
13 everything within the Park boundaries, north of the
14 Alaska Range, includes Old Park, New Park and Preserve.
15
16                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you. 
17
18                 MS. OWENS:  Yeah, you're welcome.
19
20                 Yes.
21
22                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  Does
23 that include the mountains that are just big steep
24 mountains, the rocks and stuff?
25
26                 MS. OWENS:  No, so -- no, it certainly
27 doesn't.  What we've done is with our -- with -- we use
28 the same method that the State uses, just about
29 everybody is using the same methods these days, with
30 the grid that's overlaying over the entire state and
31 basically we've taken out everything -- I believe it's
32 over 3,700 feet.  So it's -- and because we've -- and
33 we've never found moose or if we ever do it's not
34 really anything appreciable but we generally don't find
35 them in the fall above that elevation so we've taken
36 out everything above.
37
38                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Thank you.
39
40                 MS. OWENS:  Yes, you're welcome.
41
42                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  I was kind of
43 sitting here looking at this and kind of curious, are
44 they counting those great big mountains, nothing lives
45 there.
46
47                 MS. OWENS:  No. No. No, we take out
48 everything that we consider to not be moose habitat.
49
50
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1                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Thank you. 
2
3                 MS. OWENS:  Yeah.
4
5                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Any other
6 questions.
7
8                 (No comments)
9

10                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  I guess not.
11
12                 MS. OWENS:  All right, thank you.
13
14                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Thank you
15 much, that was good.
16
17                 Okay.  BLM, is there still someone from
18 BLM here.
19
20                 MR. GLANZ:  I don't see anyone.
21
22                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Nope.
23
24                 MR. BASSICH:  Nope.
25
26                 MS. WESSELS:  Okay.  I have something
27 -- I need some -- say something about BLM.
28
29                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay. 
30
31                 MS. WESSELS:  So Ruth Gronquist send me
32 an email, she could not stay here any longer, so she
33 send me an email with an update.  I cannot print it out
34 now but I will be able to send this information to you
35 guys after the meeting, so you have it, what she wanted
36 to update you on.
37
38                 Sorry about it.
39
40                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, thank
41 you.
42
43                 Is there anyone here from Fish and
44 Game.
45
46                 MS. WESSELS:  That's the same thing. 
47 They were -- they left and they gave me out their short
48 report so I will hand it out at the moment.
49
50
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1                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay.  
2
3                 Office of Subsistence Management, they
4 are here.
5
6                 MR. LIND:  Evening Chair and Council
7 members.  Thank you for this opportunity to give you an
8 OSM update report.  I'm going to talk about OSM Staff.
9

10                 In the past we have hired three people,
11 Dr. Jennifer Hardin, and Christine Brummer and the new
12 Deputy ARD Thomas Doolittle.
13
14                 I'll tell you about Dr. Hardin.  She
15 was an internal lateral transfer into the vacant policy
16 coordinator position.  She has great knowledge of the
17 ANILCA and subsistence law and policy.  Dr. Hardin has
18 experience with multiple Federal agencies and tribal
19 entities.  In a prior life she was an American Indian
20 Liaison and a Park anthropologist at Yosemite National
21 Park.  Her present job within the OSM as an
22 Anthropology Division Supervisor and then she was the
23 acting Fisheries Division Supervisor at OSM has given
24 her a breadth of experience to excel at the position of
25 the policy coordinator.  She's going to be a great
26 asset to our office.
27
28                 Christine Brummer, young lady who
29 joined us, is hired as a Pathways student while
30 attending UAA as an anthropology student.  The Pathway
31 Program is a bridge to permanent Federal employment
32 after school.  She's from Anchorage.  She has two
33 bachelors degrees and is now pursuing a Master's degree
34 in Anthropology. 
35
36                 Mr. Thomas Doolittle, started his
37 career at the National Park Service and was working for
38 12 years as a fish and wildlife biologist and a program
39 supervisor and as a law enforcement supervisor.  He was
40 a warden for the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe
41 of Chippewa Indians.  This included a reservation,
42 Western Lake Superior tribal commercial fisheries, home
43 use fisheries and the territories of Michigan,
44 Wisconsin and Minnesota.  Then he came to Alaska as a
45 supervisory biologist and later became the Deputy
46 Refuge manager in the Yukon Delta National Wildlife
47 Refuges stationed in Bethel.  After seven years in
48 Western Alaska he went to Wisconsin to reconnect with
49 five new grandchildren and conduct a sharp-tail grouse
50
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1 restoration project for the US Forest Service.  And
2 once he had that program secured he went to Tongass
3 National Forest supervising the fish and wildlife
4 subsistence and watershed management program on the
5 Prince of Wales Island in Southeast Alaska before
6 accepting the new assistant Deputy Regional Director.
7
8                 For the folks that have retired in our
9 OSM office, Palma Ingles retired as an anthropologist. 

10 Mr. Don Rivard retired from OSM fisheries after 32
11 years of Federal service.  And then our front desk,
12 Sabrina Schmidt left, her husband is assigned to a new
13 duty station in Las Vegas.
14
15                 And, Mr. Chair, that concludes my
16 updated OSM Staff report.
17
18                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Okay, thank
19 you.
20
21                 REPORTER:  Mic please.
22
23                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Oh, I forgot
24 to turn that on again.
25
26                 Thank you much.
27
28                 I think we're about done except -- we
29 already did the meeting dates, closing comments.
30
31                 I'll start with Andrew.
32
33                 MR. FIRMIN:  Hopefully I won't cross
34 any other meetings, I got roped into another one across
35 town, but it was -- I really wanted to go to Tok, I
36 think my first meeting was supposed to be in Tok and I
37 missed that one, too.  So 10 years later here we are,
38 but at least I made this one, at least half of it,
39 anyway.
40
41                 Glad to be here, though, even though we
42 don't always get along, it's always a good -- it's
43 always good to come to meetings and at the end
44 everybody walks away smiling.
45
46                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Andy.
47
48                 MR. BASSICH:  Thanks.  I think it was
49 also a good meeting. I sure hope I never have to see
50
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1 the Red Creek one again but I'm sure we will.
2
3                 (Laughter)
4
5                 MR. BASSICH:  I say that just joking.
6
7                 Thanks for all the Staff and all the
8 hard work that they do and these analysis that takes
9 place and for all of you that are sticking around, boy,

10 is that dedication.  So another good meeting and I'm
11 really glad to see maybe we can have some of the other
12 fall meetings a little bit earlier in the year and look
13 forward to continuing to try and work on some of these
14 issues.  I always learn a lot when I come here.
15
16                 And I just want to say, Lester, I hope
17 you start feeling better and take care of yourself.
18
19                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Don.
20
21                 MR. WOODRUFF:  Thank you.  And I want
22 to say that although sometimes we're contentious in our
23 issues, we're passionate about it, and that's where
24 that's all coming from and I want to remind everyone in
25 the audience that we respect you and that you respect
26 us and we get along and I think sharing ideas bridges
27 that gap quite well.
28
29                 Thank you. 
30
31                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Bill.
32
33                 MR. GLANZ:  I echo what Don said.  I'm
34 happy for all you folks and doing all that study and
35 hard work and appreciate all the fellow members of the
36 Board here putting with all of this stuff.
37
38                 So, anyway, thank you guys.
39
40                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  Lester.
41
42                 MR. ERHART:  Yeah, I think it turned
43 out to be a pretty good meeting.  And I'd like to thank
44 all the Staff and everybody for all the hard work they
45 did putting all this.
46
47                 Thank you, very much.
48
49                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  You know it
50
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1 always amazes me when I read these analysis of the
2 proposals, some of the stuff, there's a lot of detail
3 in some of that and someone spends a lot of time doing
4 that and I appreciate it because I enjoy reading it. 
5 I'm a student of history and what really aggravates me
6 about humans is we don't learn from history, I mean
7 we're repeating the same darn thing again 50 or 60
8 years later and do the same thing all over again.
9

10                 MR. ERHART:  Ain't that the truth.
11
12                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  If people
13 spent more time on seeing where their forefathers
14 messed up they wouldn't mess up as much.
15
16                 But, anyway, I really appreciated that.
17
18                 And sometimes we might get a little bit
19 carried away because we're actually pretty -- like Andy
20 says, pretty passionate about a certain subject, and so
21 we make sure people know how we feel about it, and
22 sometimes it might offend people, but we're not doing
23 that on purpose.
24
25                 But I don't really have anything else
26 other than to say thanks for hanging out here with us.
27
28                 Anyway I'll entertain a motion to
29 adjourn.
30
31                 MR. GLANZ:  I make a motion to adjourn.
32
33                 MR. BASSICH:  Seconded.
34
35                 ACTING CHAIR UMPHENOUR:  We're
36 adjourned.
37
38                 MR. BASSICH:  I just wanted to add a
39 quick thanks to Katya for all of her work and keeping
40 us organized, and just to reiterate she's put in an
41 awful lot of time into this hunter education and I know
42 it's -- I have a gut feeling it's going to be a really
43 good thing, it's needed and she's the one who's really
44 carrying the ball and driving this and so there's a lot
45 of work for her to do and we all need to help out.
46
47                 So, thank you.
48
49                 (Off record)
50
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